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WELCOME SPEECH  
Welcome delegates to the GCB MUN, 

We, Maria Alejandra and Maria Paula, as the chair of the Commission on Crime 
Prevention and Criminal Justice are very glad and thankful that you have chosen this 
committee. For three days you, as a delegate, will be able to represent a country and take 
decisions towards the solution some of the issues that the world is facing. 

First of all, you will be discussing the causes and consequences of the violence against 
migrants, migrant workers and their families, as well as the responsibility of effective, fair, 
humane, and accountable criminal justice systems in preventing and countering crime 
motivated by intolerance or discrimination of any kind. In order to achieve the target of 
solving these situations, you must think creatively and logically, considering the other 
points of view exposed during the debate. 

We hope and expect that all the debates and discussions that will be held, will be based 
on respect to all the members of the committee and guided on a path of solution. 

In case you have any questions regarding the committee or the topics, you can contact us 
via our emails ( maria.garcia@gcb.edu.co and maria.davila@gcb.edu.co ) and we will be 
more than happy to help. 

Kind regards, 

Maria Alejandra Garcia – President  

 Maria Paula Davila- Co-President  

 

 

 

 

 



TOPIC 1: VIOLENCE AGAINST MIGRANTS, MIGRANT 
WORKERS, AND THEIR FAMILIES. 

 
Violence against migrants can be seen in physical, moral and psychological forms; 
this phenomenon is growing every day due to the inefficiency of migration and 
immigration policies in many countries around the world, specially those under 
irregular situations such as war or any kind of interior conflict that causes native 
people to flee the country. Moreover, this migrants are particularly vulnerable to 
labor exploitation, trafficking, sexual harassment and abuse, discrimination and 
lack of basic needs such as food and water. 

 

DIRECT VIOLENCE:  

Direct violence includes physical violence, labor exploitation, sexual abuse, 
extortion, trafficking and destruction of personal property. 

 

INDIRECT VIOLENCE: 

Indirect violence includes aggressive threats, verbal violence, sexual harassment, 
discrimination and xenophobia which may be considered as hate crimes, causing 
to migrants psychological distress, marginalization and impeding their access to 
services such as education, housing, health, etc. 

 

TRAFFICKING OF MIGRANTS: 

Migrants that suffer the struggles of ilegal trafficking often experience coercion, 
beatings (as a form of cruelty), assaults and abuse of their condition, destroying 
their identities as wells as any family and protection system relations. Between 
2010 and 2012 there were 30 868 trafficking victims registered in Europe, with the 
highest numbers in Italy, the Netherlands, Romania and the United Kingdom.  

 

 

The graph below shows the main routes of trafficking and smuggling of people 
around the world  



 

 



The graph above the statistics of missing/dead migrants in 2017 

 

 

LABOUR EXPLOITATION: 

 

Migrants are exploited or forced to work, and in order to remain in the country, they 
prefer to live under this precarious conditions rather than be reported to the 
authorities. Moreover, it is estimated that in Italy, the majority of migrants arrived 
receive lees than 40% of the legal minimum wage for a work. 

 

The graphs above shows the gap in workforce between native born workers and 
Immigrant workers.  

 

 

Xenophobia: 

 

Throughout the years, anti-migrant ideologies have become more common among 
the native population of some countries who blamed migrants for their political and 
economic problems. This causes racist and xenophobic tension, which often 
results in violence considered as “hate crime”. 



Migrants who face such violence fear identifying themselves, fear moving freely 
and reporting such crimes to the police due to their mistrust of the law-enforcement 
system. They are also afraid of deportation and therefore prefer not to seek the 
help of local communities or any specific organisation. This leads to the 
marginalisation of migrants  and creates barriers to their integration into the host 
society.   



 
The chart above shows the percentage of acceptance towards immigrants in 
different countries. 



Migrant women and children as vulnerable targets 

 

On arrival in the country of destination, violence, discrimination and inequality 
continue to be part of migrant women’s lives as they experience a dual vulnerability 
to violence reflecting gender inequalities existing in both origin and destination 
societies, as well as relating to their status as foreigners. 

Women represent only 11% of people being smuggled across the Mediterranean. 
Fleeing their homes in North and sub-Saharan Africa and the Middle East to 
escape poverty or a violent family environment, these women embark on a journey 
filled with terror. Many are raped, beaten or tortured. Some of them are pregnant 
and suffer miscarriages or die in transit; others become pregnant after being raped 
during the trip. The fortunate ones who finally manage to reach European soil may 
be locked behind fences for indeterminate periods of time or subject to trafficking to 
pay back their “debt” to their smugglers. 

Moreover, the restrictions imposed by immigration policies are pushing children 
away from essential services, leaving them even more isolated and vulnerable to 
organised crime networks

 



 

 

To understand better and be more prepared ask yourself these questions : 

■ Does your country have a legislation regarding this topic? 

■ Has your country been involved in any case of violence to migrants? 

■ What is the present situation of human rights in your country? 

■ Has your country taken any measure towards migration? 

■ What is the popular opinion of migrants in your country? 

■ Would your country offer the same conditions for migrants and locals? 

■ How does your country help migrants? 

■ What are the possible solutions for this? 
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Topic 2: The responsibility of effective, fair, humane, and 
accountable criminal justice systems in preventing and 
countering crime motivated by intolerance or 
discrimination of any kind. 
key words: 

 Intolerance: unwillingness to accept views, beliefs, or behaviour that differ from 
one's own. 

Unfair: not based on or behaving according to the principles of equality and justice. 

Criminal justice system: the system of law enforcement that is directly involved in 
apprehending, prosecuting, defending, sentencing, and punishing those who are 
suspected or convicted of criminal offenses. 

One of the topics that have great impact on the governments around the world is fair 
and humane justice systems, not only when referring to police brutality, but also 
referring to unfair courts and abuse of power in jails. Taking this into account the 
topic that you delegates will be talking about is quite extensive, however we expect 
you to find a solutions to the cases proposed during the committe. 



 

Types of criminal justice systems: 

Each country has the right to decide the type of justice system they choose to use 
as a country, here are some examples of widely different ones in China and the 
US, also a char on the efficiency on these courts and the international criminal 
justice system. 

China:  

Strictly speaking, China's judicial system only refers to people's court system. 
According to Criminal Procedure Law of PRC, during the criminal proceeding, 
people's court, people's procuratorate and public security organ shall perform their 
task respectively as well as cooperate. In this meaning, people's procuratorate and 
public security organ both execute judicial power, although their judicial function 
are limited in a very relatively narrow scope. Thus broadly speaking, China's 
judicial system institutionally comprises of three parts: people's court system, the 
people's procuratorate system, the public security system. Corresponding to this, 
Judicial structure in the Chinese broad sense does not only refer to courts, but also 
to procuratorates and public security organs. 

The people's courts are judicial organs exercising judicial power on behalf of the 
states. According to the Constitution and the Organic Law of the People's Courts of 
1979 as amended in 1983, China practices a system of courts characterized by " 
four levels and two instance of trials". The judicial authority of the PRC is exercised 
by the following people's courts: local people's courts at various levels; military 
courts and other special people's courts and the Supreme People's Courts. The 
local people's courts are divided into basic people's courts, intermediate people's 
courts and higher people's courts. 

The Supreme People's Court is the highest judicial organ of the State. The 
president of the Supreme People's Court is elected by the NPC and its standing 
committee. His term of office is five years and he may serve for no more than two 
consecutive terms. The NPC standing committee appoints or dismisses vice-
presidents, head and associate heads of divisions, and judges. 

 

The Supreme People's Court has a criminal division, a civil division, and an 
economic division. It may have such other divisions, as it deems necessary. 
Generally, it has jurisdiction over the following cases: 

 

• Cases of first instance assigned by laws and other cases that it considers it 
should try itself; 



• Appealed and protested cases against judgments and other orders of higher 
people's courts and special people's courts; 

• Protested cases filed by the Supreme People's Procuratorate. 

Public security branches lead and direct the people's police, as functional 
departments of the people's governments. They are responsible for maintaining 
social and public order and State security, and also for conducting 
investigations, arrest and preliminary hearings in criminal cases. According to 
the Constitution, leaders of public security is appointed by the people's 
congresses, or by their standing committees when the congresses are not in 
session, at the corresponding level. 

 

United States Of America: 
The criminal justice system is the set of agencies and processes established by 
governments to control crime and impose penalties on those who violate laws. 
There is no single criminal justice system in the United States but rather many 
similar, individual systems. How the criminal justice system works in each area 
depends on the jurisdiction that is in charge: city, county, state, federal or tribal 
government or military installation. Different jurisdictions have different laws, 
agencies, and ways of managing criminal justice processes.1 The main systems 
are: 

• State: State criminal justice systems handle crimes committed within their 
state boundaries. 

• Federal: The federal criminal justice system handles crimes committed on 
federal property or in more than one state. 

Components: 

Law Enforcement: Law enforcement officers take reports for crimes that happen in 
their areas. Officers investigate crimes and gather and protect evidence. Law 
enforcement officers may arrest offenders, give testimony during the court process, 
and conduct follow-up investigations if needed. 

Prosecution: Prosecutors are lawyers who represent the state or federal 
government (not the victim) throughout the court process-from the first appearance 
of the accused in court until the accused is acquitted or sentenced. Prosecutors 
review the evidence brought to them by law enforcement to decide whether to file 
charges or drop the case. Prosecutors present evidence in court, question 
witnesses, and decide (at any point after charges have been filed) whether to 
negotiate plea bargains with defendants. They have great discretion, or freedom, to 
make choices about how to prosecute the case. Victims may contact the 
prosecutor's office to find out which prosecutor is in charge of their case, to inform 



the prosecutor if the defense attorney has contacted the victim2, and to seek other 
information about the case. 

Defense Attorneys: Defense attorneys defend the accused against the 
government's case. They are ether hired by the defendant or (for defendants who 
cannot afford an attorney) they are assigned by the court. While the prosecutor 
represents the state, the defense attorney represents the defendant. 

Courts: Courts are run by judges, whose role is to make sure the law is followed 
and oversee what happens in court. They decide whether to release offenders 
before the trial. Judges accept or reject plea agreements, oversee trials, and 
sentence convicted offenders. 

Corrections: Correction officers supervise convicted offenders when they are in jail, 
in prison, or in the community on probation or parole. In some communities, 
corrections officers prepare pre-sentencing reports with extensive background 
information about the offender to help judges decide sentences. The job of 
corrections officers is to make sure the facilities that hold offenders are secure and 
safe. They oversee the day-to-day custody of inmates. They also oversee the 
release processes for inmates and sometimes notify victims of changes in the 
offender's status.

 



 

 

International Justice: 
International justice mechanisms  

The International Criminal Court (ICC) 

Established in 2002, the ICC is a permanent court that can investigate and 
prosecute people suspected of committing genocide, crimes against humanity, war 
crimes and (since 2018) the crime of aggression in situations where national 
authorities are unable or unwilling to act genuinely. A number of cases have been 
brought before the Court so far and alleged crimes in several countries are 
currently being investigated or examined by the ICC Prosecutor. 

 

Hybrid courts 

Hybrid courts are usually established to investigate and prosecute large-scale 
crimes under international law in countries which have gone through conflict or 
crisis. These courts are often established where the country’s own domestic justice 
system lacks the necessary infrastructure, human resources, legal framework or 
independence to meet fair trial standards or confront the complexities and political 
sensitivities of prosecutions. Hybrid tribunals have been established or proposed in 
a number of countries, including Bosnia, Cambodia and Sierra Leone. 

 

Ad hoc courts 

Two ad hoc tribunals have been established to date: the International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda, located in Arusha, Tanzania, and the International Criminal 
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, located in The Hague, The Netherlands. Both 
courts have now closed. 

 

Other mechanisms 

Increasingly, human rights monitoring and documenting initiatives and 
commissions have included international criminal investigation mandates. These 
bodies should be encouraged to co-operate with and complement international 
criminal mechanisms and processes wherever possible. One such mechanism, 
created by the UN General Assembly in 2016, is tasked with collecting evidence of 
violations in the Syrian civil war to support criminal proceedings in national, 
regional or international courts, in accordance with international law. 



 

Universal jurisdiction 

Universal jurisdiction refers to the principle that a national court may, and in some 
circumstances must, prosecute individuals for crimes under international law – 
such as crimes against humanity, war crimes, genocide or torture – wherever they 
happened, based on the principle that such crimes harm the international 
community or international order itself, which individual states may act to protect. 
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Rankings and statistics 

Constraints on Government Powers, Absence of Corruption, Open Government, 
Fundamental Rights, Order and Security, Regulatory Enforcement, Civil Justice, and 
Criminal Justice are the eight factors that the World Justice Project (WJP) Rule of 
Law Index® examined in order to measure how the rule of law is perceived by the 

public in 113 countries all over the globe for 2017-2018. 

Each one of these eight factors has its own different subsections so in total the law 
performance is measured based on 44 indicators. In order to have as valid results 
as possible, the independent organisation conducted 10,000 household surveys and 
3,000 expert surveys for its index. If a country ranks more than 0.80 in the total score, 
it means that their citizens are enjoying a peaceful life reassured that their 
government is doing its best to protect them. Those however, that ranked close or 

below 4 are experiencing a totally different reality 

It should not come as a surprise to anyone that once more the Scandinavian 
countries ranked better than the rest of the world and occupied the first few places 
of the list. With a total score of 0.89, Denmark surpassed its neighbouring country 



Sweden which ranked 4, while Norway and Finland came second and third 

accordingly. 

Find the ranking here: https://worldjusticeproject.org/our-work/wjp-rule-law-

index/wjp-open-government-index/global-scores-rankings 

Ofifcial page for World Justice Project:  http://data.worldjusticeproject.org// 

 

 

 

 

Discrimination in the justice systems: 

  

 

On the graph above ypu can see that in the U.S men have a higher chance of 
getting a life sentece in comparison to women, however, black woman have a 
higher chance than white woman, being 1 in 18 and 1 in 111 respectively. 
Regarding black men, they have a 1 in 3 chance of getting life sentence, while 
while males have a 1 in 17 probability. Not only does these statistics show gender 
discrimination, they also show racial discriminationwhich in the us is something 
common. 



  
 

 

 

in this image you can see that the United States have the highest amount of 
inmates per 100,000 citizens, however, 62.8% of the total inmates have not be 
convicted to a felony and are still incarcerated whole waiting for a verdict or a 
sentence. 

Source: the sentencing project 

The Sentencing Project: Founded in 1986, The Sentencing Project works for a fair 
and effective U.S. criminal justice system by promoting reforms in sentencing 
policy, addressing unjust racial disparities and practices, and advocating for 
alternatives to incarceration. 

For more information visit https://www.sentencingproject.org 

What has the UN done? 

In 2005 during the eleventh United Nation Congress on crime prevention and 
criminal justice the Bangkok Declaration released, it addressed several issues 
however it talk about justice systems in points 29 and 30 

29. As appropriate, we endeavor to use and apply the United Nations standards 
and norms in our national programs for crime prevention and criminal justice 
reform and to undertake, as needed, efforts to ensure their wider dissemination. 
We endeavour to facilitate appropriate training for law enforcement officials, 



including prison officials, prosecutors, the judiciary and other relevant professional 
groups, taking into account those norms and standards and best practices at the 
international level.  

30. We recommend that the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice 
give consideration to reviewing the adequacy of standards and norms in relation to 
prison management and prisoners.  

However during the 28th session held in Vienna during may of 2019, a draft 
proposal was made by Turkey which is still pending the approval. Some points to 
be noted are, for example: 

1. Notes the combined efforts of the chief justices and senior justices of 37 
countries that have, over a period of six years, developed principles designed to 
achieve transparency in the judicial process, together with measures for the 
effective implementation of those principles, and also notes that the Istanbul 
Declaration on Transparency in the Judicial Process and Measures for the 
Effective Implementation of the Istanbul Declaration 6 are aimed at enhancing and 
strengthening public confidence in the right of the individual to a fair process by a 
competent, independent and impartial tribunal established by law;  

2. Requests the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, within its mandate and 
existing resources, to continue to assist Member States, upon request, in their 
efforts aimed at reinforcing their judicial systems; 

These declarations and drafts can be found on the internet in the CCPCJ official 
site, however if any delegates need them, we can send them via email. 

  

For further preparation we recommend answering some of these questions: 

■How does the justice system in your country work? 

■What is the rate of discrimination in your country? 

■How does your country promote tolerance and equality? 

■Has your country had any cases of authority abuse? 

■What could be the sanctions for this type of crimes? 

■What has your country done to prevent this? 

■What are the possible causes for this problematic? 

■What is the link between the abuse of power and internal conflict? 

 

 

 



 


