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WELCOME SPEECH 

 

Welcome delegates to the XVI GCBMUN,  

 

First of all, we, Laura Barragan and Santiago Ramos, as the chair for the Social, 
Humanitarian and Cultural Committee, would like to thank you for choosing SOCHUM. 
During the days that the model takes place, we will be discussing a plan of action that the 
Latin American countries can implement in order to neutralize the humanitarian crisis 
caused by the migration of Venezuelans into other nations; and the crisis of the violation 
of human rights in the refugee camps of Europe.   

 

The way of achieving the objectives previously described is through your proposals, 
opinions, and suggestions, all of this based in the country that you represent.  

 

This guide might help you to contextualize with the topics that will be treated in the 
committee throughout the model. The guide will help you to get a general idea about the 
topics; you as a delegate, need to do a more complete search in order to get your ideas 
clear and have a wider knowledge. We, as chair, really hope that you put all the attitude 
and effort into your work. All of these in order to have an excellent experience with the 
committee and the GCBMUN XVI. 

 

Sincerely,  

Laura Barragan 

President.  

Santiago Ramos 

Co-president. 

 



 

SOCIAL, HUMANITARIAN, AND CULTURAL COMMITTEE 

SOCHUM 

 

SOCHUM is The Third Committee of the General Assembly of the United Nations. Its first 
session took place in 1945 and every year forward till now. The topics discussed within 
the sessions are related to a range of social, humanitarian affairs and human rights issues 
all around the world.  

 

Advancement of women, children protection, indigenous issues, the treatment of 
refugees, the promotion of fundamental freedoms throughout the elimination of racism 
and racial discrimination youth, family, persons with disabilities, crime prevention, criminal 
justice as well as drug control are the most common topics discussed by SOCHUM.  

 
In 2018 at its seventy-third session the committee was chaired by H.E Mahmoud Saikal 
from Afghanistan; and vice chaired by Lahiya Itedhimbwa Shikongo from Namibia, Martin 
Kováčik from Slovakia. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REFERENCE  
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Taken from: https://pasmun2018.weebly.com/sochum.html 



TOPIC 1: THE MASS MIGRATION OF VENEZUELANS INTO OTHER COUNTRIES 

 

Why did Venezuela enter in crisis?  

In 1999 Hugo Chávez assumed the presidency of what today is called the Bolivarian 
Republic of Venezuela. He, being from socialist ideologies, won peoples trust by 
promising the solution of different problematics that affected the Venezuelan society, 
especially the ones of the poorest people. As a consequence, he implemented 
measurements to: construct more homes, increase the amount of the retirement payment 
as well as the access to primary attention health care; however, these solutions did not 
take into consideration the actual causes of the poverty, which at the same time caused 
that this measures stopped being viable for the government to maintain.  

 

The downgrade of Venezuela started in 2013 when President Hugo Chávez passed away 
and Nicolas Maduro was elected the new president of Venezuela, this occurred mainly 
because of his close relationship with the deceased Chávez, not because of his abilities 
to lead. Because of this he could not maintain the same trust that the people had in his 
predecessor.  

 

Furthermore, in 2014 the price of a barrel of petroleum, the number one product that 
Venezuela produces and exports, started to lower down. This generated a really worrying 
situation since the economy of Venezuela depends entirely on this product which since 
that year continued to decrease. Because of this, the country entered into a terrible 
economic situation. Which complemented the hyperinflation that will be around the 
1,000,000% by the end of this year, which is present by the lack of food and medicines 
among other daily used products, which at the same time was a consequence to the 
decisions made by the government in other to control the price that the people paid for 
the merchandise. As the prices of the supplies used by the different companies keep 
raising but the income for the products did not, must of them went bankrupt, causing that 
the demand for the products raise meanwhile the offer reduce. 

 

But these economical situations were not the only ones that influence in the crisis, there 
were political decisions that the government took that ended up with the people losing all 
of its faith and respect on them. These ones occurred in 2015 when for the first time in 
sixteen years, the “Asamblea Nacional”, contained more representatives from the 
Venezuelan opposition than the supporters of Chavez and Maduro. Because of this, a 
couple of months’ later measurements to remove Maduro as the president where 
promoted, the government respond to this by arresting the political leaders of the 



opposition like Leopoldo Lopez and Antonio Ledezma. Furthermore, in 2017 ‘El Tribunal 
Suprema de Justicia’ decided to assume the labors of the ‘Asamblea Nacional’ arguing 
that this one had unfulfilled numerous sentences ordered by the Judicial Power. This 
result in manifestations and protest in which civilians ended up dead, by the hand of 
member’s national institutions as the police.  

 

Because of the treatment that the government of Maduro was giving to the opposition, 
and all of the difficulties that the country is passing through, numerous countries around 
the world had not only disapprove these situations, but also had cut their political and 
economic ties with them. Additionally, the OAS (The Organization of American States) 
summoned a meeting to discuss the situation of Venezuela in which, the representative 
of this country announced the retirement of the continental institution. All of these 
situations led Venezuela to the crisis that it has nowadays and that continues growing 
each day.  

 

Venezuelan Diaspora  

As a consequence of the crisis presented in Venezuela, approximately 4 million citizens 
have left their country searching for a better life in the neighbor nations such as: Colombia, 
Ecuador, Panama, and Peru among others in the region, as well as Spain. This has 
caused a new problematic in these countries because even though they are willing to 
help, they were not prepared to receive so many immigrants as the ones that had 
occurred. Because of this, not all of the rights of the Venezuelans have been fully 
accomplished, and neither the idea of a better life in the place where they arrived. 
Furthermore, there is another fact that influences in this situation, which is that the little 
savings Venezuelans have are reduced to a really low amount of monetary resources. 
This means that not only do the Venezuelans have few things that they are able to travel 
with, but they do not have any economic resources as a backup plan for whatever they 
might need.  

 

The country where more Venezuelans have arrived is Colombia, as it is the one with the 
frontier with Venezuela. According to “Migración Colombia” 796,000 Venezuelans have 
entered in the last three years by this means. However, this does not mean that they are 
living in Colombia, as many times this is use as a way of reaching a destination.  

 

 

 



 

Topics that should be discussed.  

Throughout this new ‘crisis’ among all the countries that receive immigrants there have 
been different problematics that have been presented to the governments, and that needs 
a proper solution in order to guarantee the rights of the Venezuelans, but also, the stability 
of the countries.  

 

• Places where the immigrants live.  

This is one of the first problems the Venezuelans have to solve, since most of the times 
they just have what they have on, they are arriving to an unknown place and in some 
cases without having someone they know that might help them. Because of this, different 
cities in Latin America have reported that some Venezuelans have been sleeping nearby 
the bus terminals in what could be known as tents which they made themselves, but there 
are some Venezuelan that because of the lack of money, ended up living in the streets.  

 

• Access to Health and Education  

When arriving to a new country, Venezuelans do not have access to the public systems 
of education or health as they are not citizen and the governments do not have the 
obligation to provide them these services. Even though must of the countries have done 
programs where this people can get treatment for the most basic illnesses, if they have 
more serious diseases getting treatment for these ones is more complicated as most of 
the hospitals won’t treat them. Regarding the education, some of these governments have 
provided access to a limited amount of kids, but not to the numerous others that have 
entered the different countries.  

 

• Work opportunities  

When Venezuelans leave their country, it is mostly to get a better chance of having a job 
in which the salary is enough to maintain their families. This is a reality that not only occur 
to the people with the lower social-economic class but to people that have a professional 
career and that went to college or university. When these people arrive to a country that 
is not theirs, the first thing they do is trying to get a place to work; however, most of the 
time the things do not turn out  as they would like to because they could not find a job as 
easy as they would want to. Because of this, they have to work in an informal way, like 
for example selling products in the streets. Another situation the occurs is that in order to 
get the jobs they have to accept a lower salary that what the law stipulates. 



• Xenophobia  

The mass migration of Venezuelans is not only a difficult or even traumatic process for 
them, but also it is a hard process to the country that is receiving them and more 
specifically to the society. In the different countries where the Venezuelans have arrived, 
there have been cases in which the locals do not like them, and they are rude and mean. 
This has mainly two reasons, the first one is that people have the idea that they increase 
the amount of criminal acts like for example robberies; the second reason is the idea that 
locals have that they are taking their jobs opportunities; regarding this, the International 
Labor Organization (ILO) says that xenophobia might happen because a high percentage 
of the immigrants have university studies which made them a ‘threat’ for the locals.  

 

Plan of action  

Taking into account the topics above, the purpose of the committee is to create a plan of 
action rewarding the different aspects of the Venezuelan Diaspora. This plan should be 
viable and general so that it could be implemented by the different governments in order 
to make the adaptation process easier not only on the immigrants, but also for the different 
countries and its societies. 

 

GLOSSARY 

 
•  

Diaspora: the dispersion or spread of any people from their original homeland. 
 

• Refugees camps: a place where people who have escaped their own country can 
live, usually in bad conditions and only expecting to stay for a limited time  

 
• Xenophobia: extreme dislike or fear of foreigners, their customs, their religions, 

etc.  
 

• Inflation: a general, continuous increase in prices.  
 

• Immigration: the act of someone coming to live in a different country.  
 

 

 

 



KEY QUESTIONS  

1. Has your country been involved in any immigration crisis?  
2. What are your country’s policies towards immigrants? 
3. What measurements has your country take rewarding immigrant’s crisis? 
4. Which of these measurements can be successful in the plan of action of the 

Venezuelans Diaspora? Why?  
5. Should Venezuelans be helped throughout refugee’s camps or temporary 

accommodations?  
6. Should Venezuelans have the same access to public health and education as a 

local or there should be a special way of providing them these services?  
7. Should the governments promote the same conditions of hiring between 

Venezuelans and locals? 
8. Which measurements could be implemented for making this possible? 
9. Which measurements could be taken in other to reduce the xenophobia towards 

Venezuelans?  
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TOPIC 2: THE HUMANITARIAN CRISIS IN THE REFUGEE CAMPS OF EUROPE 

 

The European refugee crisis: 

The European migrant crisis or the refugee crisis refers to a period that began in 2015, 
this period is characterized by a huge number of people arriving into the European union, 
as a form to escape their countries and their internal problems. These refugees arrived 
from across the Mediterranean Sea, and overland, through Southeast Europe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The number of refugees has significantly reduced since 2015, but the refugee crisis is still 
a major problem. In 2018, approximately 117,000 migrants reached Europe by Sea, these 
migrants arrived mainly into Italy, Spain, and Greece, 2000 died in the process. Also, an 
estimated 150,000 people entered the European union through irregular crossings in 
2018. In total, over 600,000 people were found to be illegally present in the European 
Union. 

Taken from: https://www.unhcr.org/globaltrends2018/wp-content/uploads/sites/74/2019/06/figures-6b.png 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The majority of Refugees in Europe come from Syria. Since the country’s civil war started 
in 2011, millions of citizens have fled their country in order to be away from the war, 
terrorism, and poverty in their own country. Syria is followed by Afghanistan and South 
Sudan in the list of the countries that give out more refugees. 
 
 
Refugee Camps: 
 
In order to be able to maintain all of the refugees without a lot of chaos, refugee camps 
were created. These are a temporary accommodation for the people who have been 
forced to flee their native countries due to the violence and persecution present in them. 
People can usually spend up to 5 years in these camps before being able to live legally 
in a country. 
 
Although settling into a refugee camp is not the only place where refugees live when they 
arrive into a country, plenty of them do so. Around 2.6 million people live in refugee camps 
according to the UNHCR.  
 
Although there seems to exist a utopic idea about the refugee camps, most of them 
consist of designated places with long rows of tents or other shelters in camps where 
most of the inhabitants rely on aid distributions 
 
 
 
 

Taken from: https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/styles/attachment-large/public/resources-pdf-previews/1116779-20180618_DailyMap21062018.png?itok=jl455HMd 



The conditions inside the refugee camps: 
 
There have been multiple critics to the inhuman living conditions inside the refugee 
camps. As stated before, the majority of the refugee camps rely on aid distributions in 
order to maintain their inhabitants. Sometimes, these supplies aren’t enough. Millions of 
refugees have to be taken care of, and with such a low amount of supplies, a lot of them 
are forced to live with limited resources or none at all. 
 
Many families in the camps have no choice other than 
sleeping outside tents or shelter inside the camps due to 
overcrowding. Multiple camps lack running water and 
electricity. Food is given to families based on their size, and 
extra water and food is very rarely handed out. These leaves 
people with not enough food and water each day.  
 
This lifestyle along with the uncertainty of how long each person will be confined to these 
camps until they are resettled into a country, has grave effects on the refugees’ mental 
health. For example; in 2018, a Syrian refugee attempted to commit suicide by setting 
himself on fire. In addition to suicide, high levels of anxiety, depression and PTSD1 have 
been reported in refugee camps.  
 
When refugees are displaced from their home country for more than 5 years, they are 
usually considered what the UNHCR considers a “Protracted refugee situation”. 
Approximately two thirds of refugees live in these so-called protracted situations, plus the 
average time a refugee is now spending in a protracted situation has risen to over 20 
years. Although they are intended to be temporary, camps house refugees for durations 
that are equal to permanent residence. These long periods of time refugees are spending 
in the camps contribute to overcrowding which ends up in the inhuman living conditions.  
 
Historically, the living standards in the camps have always present hazards to health. 
Poor housing led to rodent infestations in France’s camps, while conditions like dampness 
and overcrowding have contributed to respiratory infections in camps that end up in 
several deaths. So, there has always been challenges in the camps. The most recent 
issues in the camps are frequent instances of flooding, poor ventilation, and humidity. In 
addition to structural problems like cracks in walls and ceilings; which are all 
environmental risk factors associated with tuberculosis. Pneumonia and diarrhea are 
significant cause of mortality among refugee children. 
 
Basically, refugees are exposed each day to shortage of water and food, overwhelming 
crowds of other refugees, diseases, cold, bad sleeping conditions and mental health 
issues, these are all violating basic human rights and have to be solved as quickly as 
possible. 
 

 
1 Post-traumatic stress disorder: Mental health condition triggered by a terrifying event in the past. 

Taken from: http://archiveglobal.org/refugee-
camps-temporary-approach-harmful-health/ 



Study Cases2:  
 
 
 
1. Moria Camp (Lesbos, Greece) 
 
 
This is the biggest camp in Greece; it is located on 
the island of Lesbos. The first issue this camp faces 
is the overcrowding of refugees. When the camp’s 
population reached 9000 people towards the end of 
2018, the government of Greece decided to move 
residents of the camp who seemed the most 
mentally and physically affected into mainland 
Greece. That brought the population of the camp 
down to 5000 refugees, but it is still highly above 
it’s supposed to be maximum capacity of 3100 refugees. The reason why so many 
migrants and refugees are packed into Moria Camp is due to the European Union’s 
‘hotspot’ policy. Lesbos has been designated as a so-called ‘hotspot’ where identification 
and asylum requests are concentrated. So, while in 2015 migrants and refugees moved 
off the island quickly, most now have to stay while their asylum applications are 
processed. This can take months or more than a year.  
 
The next issue is safety. Around sixty percent of the camp’s residents sleep in shipping 
containers, forty percent of them sleep in tents and unaccompanied minors live in fenced 
zones which are meant to increase security for them. In the night, there have been 
multiple reports about drunk people who overpass the fences of the minors and go inside 
to molest the children. There have been fights, fires and homicides reported due to the 
apparent lack of security. 
 
The living areas for families are in no way healthy, containers and tents are dark, damp, 
cold and overcrowded. Additionally, there are power cuts, meaning that there is often no 
light or heating. 
 
The miserable living conditions are a source of constant criticism by international 
humanitarian organizations working in Lesbos. The camp’s director says he and his 
staff should not be the target of criticism about living conditions and that, at their level, 
"we are doing our best."  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2 The study cases represent some of the most problematic refugee camps in Europe, thought the committee you 
are expected to address these cases in order to present solutions to all of the affected refugee camps in Europe. 

Taken from: http://archiveglobal.org/refugee-camps-temporary-approach-harmful-
health/ 



2. Vučjak refugee camp (Bosnia) 
 
The camp located in the northwest of Bosnia, 
has been described as entirely inadequate for 
the purpose of accommodating people by the 
United Nations. Pollution fills up the place with 
plastic bags, old clothes and more waste 
contaminating the majority of the place. The 
contamination in the camp is not due to the own 
residues of the refugees, but rather due to an old 
landfill located next to it. Taking this into 
consideration, there is a serious risk of fire and explosion from methane gas that may be 
trapped underground. 
 
Pollution is not the only health risk faced by the camp’s inhabitants, residents that come 
from Syria, Pakistan, Afghanistan and others have reported having access to water only 
ten hours each day, and a very few amounts of it. 
 
The lack of basic infrastructure and sanitation in Vučjak contravenes minimum 
standards for refugee camps set out by the Sphere project and the UNHCR. Members 
of the Red Cross have described finding cases of tuberculosis, hepatitis B and at least 
twenty instances of scabies.  
 
There have been no permanent water supplies or toilets available for over a month, so 
people have been forced to defecate out in the open, which exposes them to diseases 
and inhuman situations.  
 
Residents of the camp, risk being detained by the police when they make the four-hour 
round-trip to Bihac to buy food, clothes, or medicine. Every afternoon, Bosnian police 
detain migrants in the city center, and transport them back to the camp.  
 
There have been over 519 recorded cases of police brutality against refugees and 
migrants by EU member states, including Croatia, which often involve the systematic use 
of violence, intimidation, and theft.   
 
After years of denial, Croatian president Kolinda Grabar-Kitarović has even admitted that 
police use violence to pushback refugees, which contravenes international asylum 
law. Despite this, senior EU diplomats, including German Chancellor Angela Merkel, 
have praised how Croatia is handling its border, with the EU funding Croatian “border 
management” to the tune of €23.2m.   
 
The European Union has been critical of the conditions of the Vučjak camp, and rightly 
so. Yet the EU simultaneously remains silent about the border violence often committed 
by Croatian authorities.  
 
 

Taken from: http://archiveglobal.org/refugee-camps-temporary-approach-harmful-health/ 



KEY QUESTIONS  

1. Is your country home to any refugee camps? 
2. Has your country taken any actions towards inhuman living conditions in camps?  
3. What is the number of refugees in your country right now? 
4. What position did your country take during the 2015 migratory crisis of Europe? 
5. Are there any policies in your country towards the refugees staying in camps? 
6. Has your country been economically involved in other countries’ refugee camp 

issues? 
7. Has your country taken action towards the two camps of the study cases?  
8. Does your country have history about having refugee camps?  

GLOSSARY 

• Refugees camps: a place where people who have escaped their own country can 
live, usually in bad conditions and only expecting to stay for a limited time  

• Migrants: A person who moves from one place to another, especially in order to 
find work or better living conditions. 

• Overcrowding: The presence of more people or things in a space than is 
comfortable, safe, or permissible. 

• Refugee: a person who has been forced to leave their country in order to escape 
war, persecution, or natural disaster. 

• UNHCR: The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees is a 
United Nations programme with the mandate to protect refugees, forcibly 
displaced communities and stateless people. 
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