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Dear Delegates,  

 

Be very welcome to this XVI GCBMUN. We, your president and vice-president, are 
looking forward for this experience and the knowledge that you may obtain from it.  

In the last years, our UN experience, both as delegates and chair members, has 
given us the opportunity to acquire a set of skills that have been useful to the day.  

Our goals are clear: we want you to learn and apply this knowledge acquired the 
whole three days, and possibly the rest of your lives; developing your language skills 
to a whole new level; understanding a relevant topic and allowing yourselves to 
observe this experience as a possibility of learning and growing as speakers and 
future delegates. Even if our expectations are high, we know that the dynamic of the 
UN project and your already great individual skills may be a very useful tool to 
consider in this process.  

During the next three days you will have the possibility to interfere in one of the most 
catastrophic events in the history of humanity; and we hope you use is wisely. The 
mismanagement and errors in the aftermath of the events, have made this a perfect 
and fun atmosphere for you to intervene. Even if there are more possibilities to 
interfere in the course of the debate, compared to bigger committees, it is worth 
mentioning that these changes cannot affect the accident and must respect certain 
boundaries.  

The following guide has been designed as a tool for your preparation this model, 
consigning relevant and useful information you may want to use. As you may know, 
your preparation can be the only source for the development of your character and 
the understanding of your specific role in the committee.  

 

Best Regards,  

- María José López Q  
o President  

- Carlos Andrés Parra W 
o Vice-President  

 

 



 

 

 

 

Historical Crisis Committee (HCC)  

The Historical Crisis Committee is a simulation, a recreation of an issue or event that 
will be discussed as the main theme of the committee. This committee considers the 
“power to resort to imposing sanctions or even authorize the use of force to maintain 
or restore international peace and security” (UNSC, 2015) as a great tool given to 
delegates that can be key for a great debate within the committee. Regularly, the 
theme of the committee may vary, regarding fiction, historical fiction and historical 
events that have created a crisis situation.  

Historical Crisis Committee in the XVII GCBMUN (Chernobyl Special 
Committee)  

Initially, crisis situations were mainly attributed to the Security Council and similar 
committees. These situations became a new alternative of exploring the discussed 
topics effectively, while functioning as a great tool to develop several skills among 
the delegates such as a faster reaction to situations under the boundaries of a 
committee. (UCMUN, 2015) 

The HCC committee has been implemented in several MUN all around the world 
due to its effectivity in creating an exhilarating and challenging atmosphere for 
participant delegations. 

To preserve the characteristics and efficiency of an HCC, the committee consist of 
17 delegations1involved during the course of the committee. As a trait of an HCC, 
only one topic will be discussed, instead of the two signature topics of most of the 
MUN committees (i.e. Chernobyl Disaster). It is worth mentioning that some slight 
changes may alter the parliamentary procedure.  

Delegates in Chernobyl Special Committee 

The HCC as the Cabinet 

The participant delegates will assume the roll of a character. The cabinet dynamic 
stablishes a group of delegates, representing characters with social, scientific or 
state functions. (UCMUN, 2015) 

Required Papers (Previous to the Committee) 

- Character Profile  

 
IInformation about the delegations Will later be explored in “Delegates of the HCC” 



o General Prospect of character:  
§ Basic character information 
§ Relations within and outside the committee 

- Public Statement (a.k.a.White Position Paper)2 
o Official Statement of policy from national government or entity, similar 

to a press release.  
o It is intended to be a public statement, and will often include rhetoric 

and posturing.  
o A good white paper will attempt to “spin” the controversiality of the 

delegation to let any criticism down.  
 

- Personal Motives Statement (a.k.a. Black Position Paper)3 
o Confidential 
o “Document from the inside” 
o Its purpose is to discuss a delegation´s strategic interests for the topic 

discussed, which may differ from its public image.  
o A good black paper may demonstrate a proper understanding of the 

works behind a decision taken by your character. (CTMUN, 2017) 

Parliamentary Procedure 

Introducing:  

Motion for a roundtable: 4 

- Request for a suspension of the current discussion to discuss a specific topic. 
- Every delegate must participate, avoiding a blocked debate.  
- The speaking time is from 30 seconds to 2 minutes.  
- Example: “Motion for a roundtable to discuss the (issue, topic or possible 

solution of) with a (time) for each speaker.” (UCMUN, 2015) 

Crisis Update:  

Standing for the crises that will be constantly introduced throughout the committee.  

 
2 Length: About a page long, single spaced 

Other tips:  
- Take into account public policies (if your character happens to have them) 
- If the character is a public political figure, address how your character has dealt with the topic and 

how it “will” deal with it in the future.  
- This paper may be available to other delegations.  

  
 
3 Lenght: About a page, single spaced 
 Other tips:     

- The paper should express the character´s real intentions within the committee 
4 Additional motion  



Other Terms include:  

- Point of Order 
- Point of Personal Privilege  
- Point of Inquiry  
- Motion to Open Debate  
- Motion to set Agenda 
- Motion to Adjourn the Session 
- Motion to Enter Unmoderated Caucus  
- Motion to Divide the Question  
- Motion to introduce an Unfriendly Amendment  
- Motion to introduce a Working Paper 5 

Action Plans  
Directives 

- Doesn´t require an extremely formal tone.  
- Short and precise descriptions of the actions a delegate wishes to take in a 

committee.  
- Directives offer a rapid reaction.  
- They are read in order from the first to the last submitted.  
- When private, directives can be encrypted to prevent an action form being 

widely known in the committee.   
- They can also be voted. 
- For group directives there is a minimum of 2 sponsors is required.  
- They have to be approved by the chair to be taken into account. 6 

Communiqués 

- Formal letter used by the whole committee to present a formal letter to 
another actor. 

- A communiqué is written with the purpose of establishing a negotiation; 
request for aid; opposition (among others).  

- At least two sponsors are required.  
- It must be voted to pass with a majority of votes.  

Press Release 

- Written to be read out loud.  
- Accessible to public 
- Does not require a sponsor 

 
5 For further information about this parliamentary procedure terms please visit: 
https://sites.google.com/site/hismun/guide-to-parliamentary-procedure 
 
6 Annex  



- Used occasionally to publish information from a previously approved 
directive. (UCMUN, 2015) 

Delegations  

- Anatoly Dyatlov 
- Valery Legasov 
- Lyudmilla Ignatenko 
- Mikhail Gorbachev 
- Alexander Yuvchenko 
- Nikolai Gorbachenko 
- Boris Shcherbina 
- Viktor Bryukhanov 
- Nikolai Tarakanov 

- Nikolai Fomin 
- Leonid Toptunov 
- Maria Protsenko 
- Alexandr Akimov 
- Igor Kostin 
- Leonid Telyadnikov 
- Anatoliy Rasskazov 
- Hans Blix 

 

The Chernobyl Disaster 
The Vladimir Ilyich Lenin Nuclear Station is in the north-west part of Ukraine, 16 
kilometers away from the border with Belarus and 130 kilometers north from Kiev. 
Even though the place is known as Chernobyl, the actual city of Chernobyl 
(Чорнобиль) is located about 14 kilometers away, meaning that the plant would be 
certainly isolated. 

Knowing this region was not as populated as 
some major cities, the USSR government 
decided to build a town for workers from the plant 
to live there. This was done with the purpose of 
achieving a minimum amount of people working 
there and assuring that contracts lasted long, 
meaning that the plant would not have any 
issues regarding employees. Furthermore, 
certain groups of young engineers were sent 
there as part of their preparation, meaning that 
the plant had both, experience and youth.  

The town´s name was Pripyat, and it was located about 4.7 kilometers from the plant 
(Higginbotham, 2019). These two projects were started around February 1970. The 
growth was simultaneous; the plant was constructed by phases and the city received 
more habitants each day, considering that families were formed.  

In terms of the Power Complex, it was designed for eventual development in the 
future. It was made up of RBMK7-1000 reactors. The Units 1 and 2 were constructed 
between 1970 and 1977, working as the first step through the implementation of the 

 
7 Реактор Большой Мощности Канальный or High Power Channel Reactor 
 

 

pripyat-city.ru 

 



place as a source of energy. Later, in 1983, Units 3 and 4 were completed and 2 
other units were under construction at the moment of the accident. Besides the 
reactors, an artificial lake, of 22 square kilometers, at the southeast of the plant was 
constructed in order to provide cold water, which had to be used in order to assure 
the functioning of the process (World Nuclear Association, 2019). 

By the moment the accident occurred, an estimate of 49,000 people were living in 
Pripyat, in which most of them were families with children. The society had 
developed at quite a range, recognizing the low population density nearby, almost it 
initially as part of the rural environment presented constantly through al the country. 

Nuclear Reactors 
Before going further into the details of the accident, we should first have a general 
understanding about nuclear reactors and how they work.  

A nuclear reactor is autonomous, based on a chain reaction in which isotopes of 
Uranium (or Plutonium) are broken into lighter atoms, through a process called 
fission. In this case, the isotope of Uranium-235 was used in the reactors8, present 
in the uranium dioxide fuel in a 0.72% rate (Encyclopædia Britannica, 2015). The 
atoms, being broken up, release certain high-energy neutrons, some of which stay 
bouncing inside the core and others get out of the nucleus, depending on the type 
of particle that is being released. Have in mind Alpha and Beta particles.  

The reaction is done, and one reaction should begin other one and so on. A great 
amount of reactions take place, meaning that certain neutrons will be left bouncing 
around the system. That is why there are certain materials used as absorbers for the 
extra-neutrons. Given their ability to absorb the remaining material, these absorbers 
work as the main control element by maintaining a constant reaction rate. They are 
present in the form of movable control rods, made up of elements like boron, 
cadmium and others.  Added to this, there is the need to include some other 
materials called “moderators”, which slow down the speed of certain neutrons and 
help as part of the control of the reaction rate taking place in the core. These 
materials absorb the least number of neutrons, and have a lighter weight, meaning 
that each collision reduces the energy as much as possible. An example of it is water 
(which contains hydrogen) and graphite (made up of carbon atoms). All of these 
happens in the core of a reactor, making it the most important part of the process. 

With this in mind, the generation of electricity is easier to understand. Pressurized 
water enters to the system by the work of pump, and flows through certain metal 
tubes in U-form. These tubes have high temperatures, due to the energy passed by 
the nuclear fission, and cause the water’s evaporation. The resulting steam passes 
through a high-pressure turbine, and then passes through two low-pressure turbines, 

 
8 Uranium-235 is used by its properties, as it is thermally fissible, compared to the Uranium-238 which tends 
to absorb neutrons, meaning it passes through nuclear fusion instead of nuclear fission.  



producing rotational energy to the spinning shaft, making the electrical generator 
turn this energy into AC current. The steam is conducted to a condenser, turned 
back into liquid state and taken back to the metal pipes to start the process again. 
Furthermore, the introduction of Uranium or Plutonium is done through certain fuel 
rods, which maintain certain distance from the water pipes. 

Chernobyl Chronology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Retrieved from: http://hyperphysics.phy-astr.gsu.edu/hbase/NucEne/cherno.html#c4  

1.The reactor was powered down for a test sequence to determine if one of the 
turbogenerators could supply power to feedwater pumps until standby diesel 
generators came on line in the case of a local power failure. The test sequence 
involved the following dangerous steps:  

 
a.Instead of the design based 22-32% full power, the power was inadvertantly 
lowered to 1% of full power, an extremely unstable situation because of the 
positive void coefficient. Edwards reports that the operator failed to reprogram the 
computer to maintain power at 700-1000 MW(t). 
 
b. Essentially all the control rods were pulled out of the core, to the point where 
they could not shut down the reactor rapidly if needed. This step was taken to get 
the power back up, but it only reached 7%, still well below the design parameters 
for the test. The reason the power could not be brought back up was the "xenon 
trapping" or "xenon poisoning" effect. Xenon is a decay product of I-135 and is a 
strong neutron absorber which "poisons" the fission reaction. It reaches an 
equilibrium at normal operating power levels by being "burned away" by neutron 
absorption and further decay. When the power level was decreased from the 1600 
MW level, you had lots of I-135 to decay into xenon, but a small neutron flux with 
which to burn it away, so it built up rapidly. 
 



c. In order to keep the reactor from automatically shutting down under these 
conditions, they had to disconnect the emergency core cooling system and several 
of the automatic scram circuits. 
 
d. All eight cooling water pumps were running at the low power, compared to a 
normal six even at full power, so there was nearly solid water with almost no void 
fraction, which increased the vulnerability to any power excursion which produced 
boiling. 
 
2. The turbogenerator was tripped to initiate the test, which caused the switching 
off of four of the eight recirculation pumps. (This would have scrammed the reactor 
if the automatic scram circuit had not been disconnected.) 
3. Reduced coolant flow caused voids to form rapidly in the pressure tubes, 
increasing reactivity because of the positive void coefficient. 
 
4. Within seconds, with rapidly rising power, an emergency manual scram was 
ordered, but the almost fully withdrawn rods could not insert negative reactivity 
fast enough because of their slow speed. Also, an unexpected displacement of 
water from the control rod tubes occurred, further adding to the positive reactivity. 
5. The core went to prompt criticality, overheating and shattering fuel rods and 
flashing the coolant into steam. Fuel channels were ruptured. 
6. Steam pressure blew the 1000-ton steel- and cement-filled biologic shield off 
the top of the reactor, severing all pressure tubes(some 1600 of them) and 
exposing the hot core to the atmosphere. Edwards says power reached 100 times 
operating maximum and the explosive force was about 1 ton of TNT. 
Soviet scientist Legasov said of the violations of the safety restrictions "It was like 
airplane pilots experimenting with the engines in flight." The ORNL review says 
that if the operators had failed to complete the test they could not have repeated 
it for a year. This probably influenced them to take more risks than normal. 

(Hyper Physics , 2007) 
 

 

Glossary  
Technical Glossary  

• Alpha: This is the heaviest of these particles. It is produced mainly when a 
heavy element emits radiation. The alpha particle is an helium atom, 
containing two neutrons and two protons. It leaves the nucleus at an 
approximate speed of 16,000 kilometers per second, around a tenth the 
speed of light. However, due to its weight, it will not penetrate the outer layer 
of our skin but is dangerous if inhaled or swallowed. 

• Beta (β): These particles are lighter than the alpha ones; therefore, they travel 
faster. In fact, their speed might rise to 270,000 kilometers per second. The 
beta particle might pass through thicker surfaces than an alpha particle, as its 



size is almost 8,000 times smaller than the other. This means it may have a 
greater rate of contact with living cell, and with this it comes a higher risk. 
About this particle, we might say this is the one released in the reactions, as 
it implies more energy (Institute of Physics, 2012) 

• Isotope: Atoms of a chemical element with the same atomic number and 
similar chemical behavior but with a different atom mass number and physical 
properties. (Merriam-Webster, 2009) 

• Fission: A splitting or breaking up into parts. (Merriam-Webster, 2009) 
• Fusion: The union of atom nuclei to form a heavier nuclei, resulting in the 

release of enormous quantities of energy when certain light elements get 
together. (Merriam-Webster, 2009) 

• Neutron: A part of an atom that has no electrical charge. (Cambridge 
Dictionary , 2015) 

• Radioactivity: The property possessed by some elements (such as uranium) 
or isotopes (such as carbon 14) of spontaneously emitting energetic particles 
(such as electrons or alpha particles) by the disintegration of their atomic 
nuclei. (Merriam-Webster, 2009) 

• Current: A flow of electric charge. (Merriam-Webster, 2009) 
• Turbine: a rotary engine actuated by the reaction or impulse or both of a 

current of fluid (such as water, steam, or air) subject to pressure and usually 
made with a series of curved vanes on a central rotating spindle. (Merriam-
Webster, 2009). 

Basic English Glossary  

(Commonly used words and synonyms) 

Ask- question, inquire of, seek information from, put a question to, demand, 
request, expect, inquire, query, interrogate, examine, quiz 

Bad- evil, immoral, wicked, corrupt, sinful, depraved, rotten, contaminated, 
spoiled, tainted, harmful, injurious, unfavorable, defective, inferior, imperfect, 
substandard, faulty, improper, inappropriate, unsuitable, disagreeable, 
unpleasant, cross, nasty, unfriendly, irascible, horrible, atrocious, outrageous, 
scandalous, infamous, wrong, noxious, sinister, putrid, snide, deplorable, dismal, 
gross, heinous, nefarious, base, obnoxious, detestable, despicable, 
contemptible, foul, rank, ghastly, execrable 

Destroy - ruin, demolish, raze, waste, kill, slay, end, extinguish 

Difference - disagreement, inequity, contrast, dissimilarity, incompatibility 

Do - execute, enact, carry out, finish, conclude, effect, accomplish, achieve, 
attain 

End - stop, finish, terminate, conclude, close, halt, cessation, discontinuance 



Explain - elaborate, clarify, define, interpret, justify, account for 

Good - excellent, fine, superior, wonderful, marvelous, qualified, suited, suitable, 
apt, proper, capable, generous, kindly, friendly, gracious, obliging, pleasant, 
agreeable, pleasurable, satisfactory, well-behaved, obedient, honorable, reliable, 
trustworthy, safe, favorable, profitable, advantageous, righteous, expedient, 
helpful, valid, genuine, ample, salubrious, estimable, beneficial, splendid, great, 
noble, worthy, first-rate, top-notch, grand, sterling, superb, respectable, edifying 

Help - aid, assist, support, encourage, back, wait on, attend, serve, relieve, 
succor, benefit, befriend, abet 

Idea - thought, concept, conception, notion, understanding, opinion, plan, view, 
belief 

Important - necessary, vital, critical, indispensable, valuable, essential, 
significant, primary, principal, considerable, famous, distinguished, notable, well-
known 

Place - space, area, spot, plot, region, location, situation, position, residence, 
dwelling, set, site, station, status, state 

Say/Tell - inform, notify, advise, relate, recount, narrate, explain, reveal, disclose, 
divulge, declare, command, order, bid, enlighten, instruct, insist, teach, train, 
direct, issue, remark, converse, speak, affirm, suppose, utter, negate, express, 
verbalize, voice, articulate, pronounce, deliver, convey, impart, assert, state, 
allege, mutter, mumble, whisper, sigh, exclaim, yell, sing, yelp, snarl, hiss, grunt, 
snort, roar, bellow, thunder, boom, scream, shriek, screech, squawk, whine, 
philosophize, stammer, stutter, lisp, drawl, jabber, protest, announce, swear, 
vow, content, assure, deny, dispute 

Tell - disclose, reveal, show, expose, uncover, relate, narrate, inform, advise, 
explain, divulge, declare, command, order, bid, recount, repeat 

Think - judge, deem, assume, believe, consider, contemplate, reflect, mediate 

Wrong - incorrect, inaccurate, mistaken, erroneous, improper, unsuitable 

Use - employ, utilize, exhaust, spend, expend, consume, exercise 

(larae, 2008) 

Questions  

1. What was the situation of the USSR by the time the accident occurred? 
2. How long have the RBMK reactors been working in the USSR?  
3. Was there any other form of electricity generation used in the zone? 
4. Why was the nuclear energy used by the USSR? 
5. Why were graphite blocks used as moderators instead of water? 



6. What was the plant’s power capability? 
7. Why was a Chernobyl Committee formed? 
8. What is the main difference between nuclear fusion and nuclear fission? 
9. Why was the information kept in secret during the first days of the accident? 
10. Which were the consequences for the decisions taken at the committee? 
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