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Dear delegates, 
 
 
 
“If you want total security, go to prison. There you're fed, clothed, given medical care and 
so on. The only thin lacking… is freedom.” 
-Dwight D. Eisenhower 
 
 
 
First, welcome to GCBMUN XVI. For us, it is an honor to have you in this commission. 
We hope that throughout the model, we can learn from you and you can learn from us. 
Remember that the primary objective of the UN is to expand, not only our knowledge 
about important global crisis, but also about our role as citizens, so we should be 
ambassadors of values. This model is a learning experience, so do not be afraid of asking 
questions or making an intervention, because what matters the most is the intention. See 
us as friends, because we were once in your position and we made mistakes and asked 
questions, so remember we will always be there to help you. It is not about who wins the 
award, the most important thing for us is that you enjoy this experience, you give your 
best and that you learn a lot; our role here is to improve your oratory and argumentative 
skills for you to use them not only in the model but also in other fields and daily situations. 
Investigate a lot, take into account that the delegation does not make the delegate, the 
delegate makes the delegation; no matter how difficult or how unknown the delegation 
seems to be if you give all your effort, you will overcome all the difficulties. For the best 
development of the model, we need some support from you all; we hope that you 
investigate a lot and prepared very well; likewise, we will be guiding you in this process, 
answering any doubt that arises. 
 
The Security Council is one of the most important delegations of the United Nations, so 
we should be the example of the other commissions. You will play the role of a diplomat 
and represent your country’s interests. You will be able to propose solutions, 
counterarguments, or even declare the third world war, but the most important above all 
this is that you will expose your thoughts, according to the context of the problematic and 
the internal situation in each of your countries. You are ensuring global security so 
remember that this is not a game, and you should act wisely. We will be discussing about 
critical situations that are affecting the whole world, so you should comprehend the role 
of your delegation in each of the topics and you know the internal situation of it. 
 
Without further delay, we wish you the best of experiences, and once again, welcome to 
the Security Council.



 

THE SECURITY COUNCIL 
 
 
The Security Council is the United Nations' most powerful body, with "primary 
responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and security." Since 1990, the 
Council has dramatically increased its activity and it now meets in nearly continuous 
session. It dispatches military operations, imposes sanctions, mandates arms 
inspections, deploys election monitors and more. 
 
The UN Charter established six main organs of the United Nations, including the Security 
Council 
 
All members of the United Nations agree to accept and carry out the decisions of the 
Security Council. While other organs of the United Nations make recommendations to 
member states, only the Security Council has the power to make decisions that member 
states are then obligated to implement under the Charter. 
 
The Council is composed of 15 Members: 
 
Five permanent members: China, France, Russian Federation, the United Kingdom, 
and The United States, 
 
Ten non-permanent members elected for two-year terms by the General Assembly: 

 Côte d’Ivoire 

 Equatorial Guinea 

 Kuwait 

 Peru 

 Poland 

 Belgium 

 Dominican Republic 

 Indonesia 

 South Africa 

 Germany



 

COMMITTEE´S SPECIAL DYNAMICS 
 

 
In GCBMUN XVI, the Security Council using works with exclusive dynamics that will 
empower the debate exercise and the development of each topic. These are: 
 
 
Motion to call upon state leaders: 
This motion only works when the chair has declared that the committee has entered in a 
crisis state. This motion is done by the delegate of the involved countries or by a 
bystander delegate who believes that it is important to call upon the state leaders in order 
to solve the crisis in way that is more efficient. When this happens, the affected delegates 
will be able to speak in first person (as their respective character) and can propose 
solutions with the use of their own resources (economical, military etc.). 
 
 
Black Papers: 
This should be sent before the model starts, so that the chair has the opportunity to read 
them. These papers show the “real” intentions that each country has in their interest to 
solve the crisis. These papers´ content will be very confidential, their purpose is to use 
them as the bases for a crisis. We encourage the delegates to be as “interested” as 
possible in order to have bigger issues in case a crisis enters to the committee. There 
should be one black paper per topic. The delegate who does not submit these papers will 
not be able to apply to the outstanding delegate award nor the best delegate award. 
 
 
White papers: 
These papers should be sent before the model starts. In this, the delegate can express 
its intentions and guidelines for the topic resolution, also, if requested, these papers can 
be facilitated to other delegates. This with the objective of start generating general 
guidelines to solve the topics. There should be one white paper per topic. The delegate 
who does not submit these papers will not be able to apply to the outstanding delegate 
award nor the best delegate award. 



 

TOPIC 1: CRISIS IN MYANMAR. 
 

Myanmar is a country situated in Southeast Asia. It shares a border with India, 
Bangladesh, Thailand, Laos and china. Myanmar became an independent nation in 1948. 
Since then for sixty years there has been a civil war, turbulence and dispute. Myanmar 
has ethnical diversity the majority is Buddhist and rest are followers of other religion. 
There are 135 diverse ethnic groups, some are- Kachin, Kayah (Karenni), Karen, Chin, 
Burman, Mon, Rakhine, Shan, Kaman, or Zerbadee. Though Rohingyas are one of them, 
the government does not recognize their rights. They argue that Rohingya are the 
immigrants who came to live there during the British colonial era. Almost one million 
Rohingya used to live in the Rakhin State on the western coast of Myanmar. The 
Rohingyas are Muslim minority and populate in mostly three northernmost townships, 
Maungdaw, Buthidaung, and Rathedaung. 
 

                                       https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/rohingya-crisis 
 
Myanmar is also a country with a population of approximately sixty million people, with 
ethic cultist such as Sahn, Karen, Rakhine and other making a 10% of the whole 
population, Muslims and Christians king an 80%. 
 
In the latest 1980´s there was a revolution from the Rohingya, which was a small ethic 
population of 1,1 million people which lived in Rakhine, that was near to the country´s 
border to Bangladesh. But at first, in 1948 when Myanmar got the independence from the 
British empire the Rohingya were normal and respected citizens.1 But they were 
subjected to successive negative campaigns by the military dictatorship, which in 1982 
deprived them of their citizenship rights and their status as an ethnic minority and officially 
considered illegal immigrants, and due to the fact that they were not technically citizens, 
they did not have the right to have a job or get any type of service or even getting married. 

                                                      
1 1 See Situation of human rights of Rohingya Muslims and other minorities in Myanmar, p. 9. 22 See Interviews 

with Rohingyas fleeing from Myanmar since 9 October 2016, p. 20–25. 

https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/rohingya-crisis


 

One of the main causes of these is that these group was Muslim in a country that was full 
of Buddhist and some other ethnic groups. 
 
2 
These situation has got worst in the last few years, since 2012 there was a great outbreak 
of inter-communal violence in the Rakhine State, triggered mainly by Buddhist monks of 
nationalist ideology, in which the Rohingya took the worst part of it, in response to the 
situation, there was a group created by the Rohingya named “Arakan Rohingya Salvation 
Army” (ARSA), also known as Harakat Al-Yaqin or “movement of faith”. 
 
 

 
https://learningenglish.voanews.com/a/myanmar-rohingya/4038971.html 

 
Over the last months, the ARSA has made attacks with over 6500 soldiers, this means, 
that they have the support of many people in the nation, and in response the authorities 
have attacked and burned down some villages of the Rohingyas, with violations and 
murders to all the people without any kind of respect to the human rights. In consecuence 
to all the violence that the conflict has brought, about halve of the population of the 
Rohingyas has escaped to Bangladesh (about 500000 people). 
 
Some Rohigyan people argued that: "When the security forces came to our village, all the 
villagers apologized and asked them not to burn their houses. But they fired at the people 
who had made that request, "a witness told Reuters. "People have suffered because they 
killed their children in front of them, even though they asked for clemency. His daughters 
and sisters were raped ". 
 

                                                      
See http://www.statecounsellor.gov.mm/en/node/228.  

 See http://edition.cnn.com/2017/11/27/asia/rohingyamyanmar-bangladesh-agreement/index.html. 18 See 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2017/11/637152-conditionsmyanmars-rakhine-not-place-enable-safe-returns-un-

refugee-agency 

https://learningenglish.voanews.com/a/myanmar-rohingya/4038971.html


 

Rohingya’s crisis is not only a problem for the community itself but also top challenges 
for the public agencies of Bangladesh15. Because it takes extra measures for managing 
these huge population. Not only that it requires special attention for security measures 
especially for human trafficking, illegal narcotic product business, sexual harassment of 
Rohingya women and so on16. Since 1942, Bangladesh has been experiencing the 
Rohingya refugee problem. The refugees are coming from Myanmar and taking shelter 
in the southeast district of Cox’s Bazaar. The first large wave of refugees came in May 
1978. From 200,000 to 250,000 Muslims took shelter in Bangladesh. 

                  https://learningenglish.voanews.com/a/myanmar-rohingya/4038971.html 
 
The second influx was between April 1991 and May 1992 to flee from the systematic 
genocidal and ethnic cleansing program; approximately 250,000 refugees came from 
Myanmar and started living here. For over 30 years, Bandarban and its adjacent area 
have been sheltering for the refugees. Bangladesh initially welcomed the Rohingyas as 
fellow Muslims. The UNHCR, the Red Cross and various other international agencies 
were invited to assist the refugees. This influx has continued unabated and has become 
an alarming issue for Bangladesh. Though Bangladesh has opened its border to the 
refugees, it is true that the country cannot afford the economic and political comfort to 
these Rohingya people with Bangladeshi economy and scant resources. Moreover, the 
Rohingya are ruining the image of Bangladesh in the international arena. In 2005, the 
government of Bangladesh decided to close the refugee camps due to the obstructions 
created by the Rohingya. But Bangladesh could not take such decision due to humanity 
against the vulnerable Rohingya Muslims. 
3

                                                      
3 Chronology of Security Council meetings and actions on Myanmar at 

http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/chronology/myanmar.php. 20 Full statement at 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc13055.doc.htm 

https://learningenglish.voanews.com/a/myanmar-rohingya/4038971.html


 

 
Finally, The leader of the Myanmar Government, Aung San Suu Kyi, has denied the allegations 
that Myanmar forces engage in organized persecution of the Rohingya minority. She has stated 
that the Myanmar security forces have operated with the intent of neutralizing Rohingya 
militants. On 23 August 2016, the Myanmar Government established the Advisory Commission 
on Rakhine State lead by former UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan (the Annan Commission). The 
task of the Annan Commission is to find a solution to the situation in Rakhine State. In November, 
Bangladesh and Myanmar reached a principal agreement to enable the return of Rohingya 
refugees from Bangladesh to Myanmar.  The agreement has not yet been implemented, and 
several actors – including the UNHCR and several states on the Security Council – has warned 
that conditions on the ground are not yet safe for the return of refugees.4 

 
 
 
 
 

Objectives: 
 
Reconciliation and justice : 
A reconciliation process is imperative to ensure that the society in Rakhine State will function in 
the future. It is also imperative that the perpetrators are brought to justice. The reconciliation 
process should be implemented according to the concept of transitional justice24 and should 
aim to ensure accountability, serve justice and achieve reconciliation. In the resolution, the 
Security Council should address which reconciliation mechanisms that can  be used in this 
conflict and how the perpetrators should be brought to justice. 
 
Humanitarian access  
Humanitarian access refers to the ability by neutral humanitarian actors such as NGO’s and the 
UN, to enter a conflict-area and provide humanitarian aid as well as monitor and promote 
human rights. In Myanmar, the northern Rakhine State has been restricted and hundreds of 
thousands of Rohingya remain in the state without any humanitarian assistance. In its 
statement on 6 November 2017, the Security Council welcomed the Government of Myanmar’s 
“decision to establish ‘the Union Enterprise Mechanism for Humanitarian Assistance, 
Resettlement, and Development in Rakhine’”. 5According to the Government of Myanmar, this 
body shall allow both local and international organizations to participate in the future 
development of Rakhine State. 
 

 
 

                                                      
4 1 See Situation of human rights of Rohingya Muslims and other minorities in Myanmar, p. 9. 22 See Interviews 

with Rohingyas fleeing from Myanmar since 9 October 2016, p. 20–25. 

8 UN Office of the Coordinator for Humanitarian Action, retrieved 26 February 2018 

https://www.unocha.org/rohingya-refugee-crisis 9 See Mission report of OHCHR rapid mission to Cox’s Bazar, 
5 Bangladesh, 13–24 September 2017, p. 1–2, and http://www. 

un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=58114#.Wi51wFXiZaQ. 



 

Questions to take into account: 
 
● Is your country involved in this problematic? 
● What is the position of your country in this problematic? 
● How can the sovereignty of your country be affected, if the problematic happened to 

your delegation? 
● Is there a free practice of cults in your country? 
● Has your country suffered any situation similar to Myanmar? 
● Historically has your country helped or have any relations with the affected areas? 
● How can Rohingyas be consider people, without affecting Myanmar sovereignty? 
● What plans of action does your country use that have helped your delegation history? 

 
 
 
 

Webgraphy: 
 
 
 
 

 https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/v1_rul_rule74 

 
 http://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/war-crimes.html 

 
 http://www.nti.org/media/pdfs/genev.pdf 

 
 https://www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Documents/UDHR_Translations/eng.pdf 

 

 http://www.unausa.org/global-classrooms-model-un/how-to-participate/getting-
started/model-un-glossary

https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/v1_rul_rule74
http://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/war-crimes.html
http://www.nti.org/media/pdfs/genev.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Documents/UDHR_Translations/eng.pdf


 



 

TOPIC 2: CRISIS IN YEMEN 
 
In 2011, former president, Ali Abdullah Saleh was forced to give his position to Abdrabbuh 
Mansour Hadi, the actual president of Yemen, to bring stability to Yemen. Unfortunately, 
the combination of attacks by al-Qaeda, a separatist movement in Southern Yemen, 
corruption, unemployment, and food insecurity created weakness in the new presidency. 
Houthi rebels took advantage of this weakness and together with military forces loyal to 
Saleh, (the rebels were backed by Saleh who hoped to regain his power from President 
Hadi) rose up in arms and attempted to take control of the whole country. On March 26, 
2015, Saudi Arabia, with the support of Egypt and UAE, mainly, created a coalition against 
the Houthi rebel forces, which started the current conflict and humanitarian crisis we have 
currently. 
 
Since then, civilians have been suffering immensely and have been trapped in the conflict; 
for example, on November 2017, at least 5,295 civilians were killed and more than 8,873 
wounded since the start of the war. The fighting has caused the displacement of over 3 
million people, and three-quarters of the Yemen population, 22.2 million people, are in 
need of humanitarian assistance. According to a report from the World Health 
Organization (WHO), due to lack of access to health facilities and clean water 500,000 
people are suspected to have cholera. (Carthage College, 2018) In 2017, nearly 2,000 
people have died since the cholera outbreak. 

Retrieved from: https://www.theatlantic.com/photo/2011/06/crisis-in-yemen/100079/  

 
The Saudi coalition settled a partial aerial and naval blockade to avoid the import of 
weapons from the Houthi rebels. Consequently, this blockade has restricted commercial 
imports of essential goods, including food, medicine, fuel, and humanitarian aid to reach 
many Yemenis who rely on it to survive (90% of Yemen’s economy depends on imports 
and exports). This blockading of food and humanitarian aid violates Article 25 of the 
United Nations’ Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which states, “Everyone has the 
right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of himself and of his 

https://www.theatlantic.com/photo/2011/06/crisis-in-yemen/100079/


 

family, including food, clothing, housing, and medical care and necessary social 
services.6 
The constant fights, blockades, and the destruction of crucial infrastructure has 
obstructed the delivery of aid and has contributed to food insecurity and the continuing 
prevalence of cholera. According to the UN, four out of five Yemenis need some 
humanitarian assistance, and among them, 7.4 million are in extreme famine. 
 
There have been documented 85 airstrikes by the Saudi coalition that have hit homes, 
hospitals, markets, schools, and mosques leaving approximately 1,000 civilian deaths 
(HRW). In 2017, Saudi Arabia agreed on reducing civilian victims in coalition attacks, yet 
Human Rights Watch has documented six attacks that have killed 55 civilians, including 
33 children7. The Saudi coalition continues to use banned cluster munitions, including 
some from the US and Brazil. Cluster munitions have been banned internationally due to 
their wide range of destruction, which could include innocent civilians. Some countries 
have suspended arms sales to Saudi Arabia and the UAE, but other states led by the US 
and the UK continue to supply coalition members with advanced military equipment. Both 
Houthi rebels and government-aligned forces are guilty of killing and wounding innocent 
civilians.  

Retrieved from: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-32554955 
 

 

The United Nations and humanitarian partners responded by launching the 2018 Yemen 
Humanitarian Response Plan (YHRP) which seeks US$2.96 billion to provide lifesaving 
assistance to 13.1 million people in 2018. This is the largest consolidated humanitarian 
appeal for Yemen ever launched. The 2018 YHRP is focused on people in acute need or 
in risk of falling into one. This plan is designed to attend the needs of internally displaced 
people, returnees and host communities in a more sustainable way through the 

                                                      
6 United Nations. 2018. “Universal Declaration of Human Rights”. 

Retrieved from: http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/ 
7 Human Rights Watch. 2018. “Yemen Events of 2017” 

Retrieved from: https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2018/country-chapters/yemen 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-32554955


 

implementation of integrated humanitarian programs in areas with risks of famine, 
disease outbreak, and protracted displacement.8 
 
 
 

Parts of the Conflict 

Saudi Arabia Coalition Houthi Rebels 

*Saudi Arabia *Support Ali Abdullah Saleh 

*UAE *Iran 

*Egypt  

*US and UK (providing weapons)  

*Support Abdrabbuh Mansour Hadi  

 
 

Questions to take into account: 
 

• How does your country view events happening in Yemen and what policies has your 
country enacted, if any? 

• How much intervention is acceptable to assist a sovereign state? 
• What is considered an intervention? 
• What limits should there be on providing weapons and military support? 
• Has intervention by the US, UK, and Saudi coalition made the situation in Yemen 

better or worse? Why? 
• What new tactics should be considered to help end this continuing crisis? 
• Should countries intervene in internal domestic conflicts? 
• How should the situation with Southern Yemen be handled? 
• Has the YHRP improved the humanitarian crisis? Why? 
• What changes should the Human Rights Watch implement to control Yemen’s 

situation? 
 

Objectives/Expectations: 
 

During the debate, the chair expects that delegates not only focus on military aspects, 
but also on social, economic and cultural ones. Delegates should show a wide range 
of knowledge (allies and enemies, as well as the influence of each delegation on the 
problem). Having this in mind, delegates should be able to give solutions that involve 
all the parts of the conflict, allowing getting to a consensus where a great part of 
committee is present. 

 

                                                      
8 g Human Rights Watch. 2018. “Yemen Events of 2017” 

Retrieved from: https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2018/country-chapters/yemen 



 

Webgraphy: 
 

 https://www.carthage.edu/model-united-nations/security-council/topic-1/ 

 
 www.cfr.org/interactives/global-conflict-tracker#!/conflict/war-in-yemen. 

 
 www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2015/09/yemen-the-forgotten-war/. 

 
 www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/south-yemen-secession-aden-

180129095311293.html. 

 
 www.dw.com/en/un-civilian-death-toll-in-yemen-exceeds-5000/a-40365797. 

 
 www.amnesty.org/en/countries/middle-east-and-north-africa/yemen/report-yemen/. 

 
 www.hrw.org/world-report/2018/country-chapters/yemen. 

 
 www.cfr.org/backgrounder/yemen-crisis. 

 
 www.unocha.org/story/largest-consolidated-humanitarian-appeal-yemen-provide-

lifeline- 131-million-people. 

 
 www.hrw.org/news/2018/06/27/uns-list-shame-goes-easy-saudi-led-coalition. 

 
 www.hrw.org/news/2018/04/02/saudi-arabia/yemen-houthi-missile-attacks-unlawful. 

 

 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-32554955 
 

 https://www.theatlantic.com/photo/2011/06/crisis-in-yemen/100079/ 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.carthage.edu/model-united-nations/security-council/topic-1/
http://www.cfr.org/interactives/global-conflict-tracker
http://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2015/09/yemen-the-forgotten-war/
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/south-yemen-secession-aden-180129095311293.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/south-yemen-secession-aden-180129095311293.html
http://www.dw.com/en/un-civilian-death-toll-in-yemen-exceeds-5000/a-40365797
http://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/middle-east-and-north-africa/yemen/report-yemen/
http://www.hrw.org/world-report/2018/country-chapters/yemen
http://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/yemen-crisis
http://www.unocha.org/story/largest-consolidated-humanitarian-appeal-yemen-provide-lifeline-131-million-people
http://www.unocha.org/story/largest-consolidated-humanitarian-appeal-yemen-provide-lifeline-131-million-people
http://www.unocha.org/story/largest-consolidated-humanitarian-appeal-yemen-provide-lifeline-131-million-people
http://www.hrw.org/news/2018/06/27/uns-list-shame-goes-easy-saudi-led-coalition
http://www.hrw.org/news/2018/04/02/saudi-arabia/yemen-houthi-missile-attacks-unlawful
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-32554955
https://www.theatlantic.com/photo/2011/06/crisis-in-yemen/100079/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 


