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Topics 

1. Violations of human rights in China’s prisions and jails  
2. Immigrant captivity in the U.S Border. 

Welcome greeting 

Dear delegates, 

It is an honor for our directive chair to give you a warm greeting into the XVI GCBMUN 
project. For starters we would like to thank the delegates present for being a part of this 
committee and help us to start this academic process and let us be part of yours.   

With this letter we want to leave certain points clear for the development of the 
committee. First of all, in the UN you are taking the role of a different person, with 
different ideologies and convictions; we want that everything that you are going to 
represent in this project is done with responsibility and in a very serious way, this is for 
us to measure at full depth your capabilities. The UN protocols are very serious and 
demanding but our purpose is for you to have a very fulfilling experience that not only 
nourish you academically but also as a person. For us it is very important that you 
develop an objective and a critic point of view, where all of your knowledge of the world’s 
reality maintains itself without tampering from the media, resulting in a fresh perception 
of the reality that we live in. 

What’s the guide for? Basically, this guide is in order to provide a context of each subject. 
We want to state clearly that this is for the solely purpose of providing you with guidance, 
we expect that your research process is much more extensive that what it is given here. 
We also want for you to deepen the information of your country in relation with the topic 
stated in the committee. We as the chairs expect that you possess an excellent 
knowledge of the topics and of the situation of your countries, also a great number of 
solutions and proposals to ensure the correct flow of the debate. Please also know that 
we are here to help you in anything you need, if you have any questions, do not doubt 
to ask us or send an email, through our institutional mails.   

In conclusion we want for you to have a wide knowledge and a more creative way of 
thinking. We invite you to continue to attend UN projects in an active way given that is a 
conduct for you to learn about worldwide issues. This committee wants for you to 
develop an awareness towards human rights guaranteeing a fairer and more equal 
future. 

Sincerely, 

 

Juan Diego Hernández, President    Carla Castro, Co-president. 

 



   
 

   
 

GUIDELINES 

1. Evidence knowledge, and clarity of both topics during both debates, also in the 
development of the written work.  

2. The delegates must use all of the protocols properly and parliamentary language 
when speaking.  

3. Demonstrate a critique thinking and objective during the development of the 
topics of the committee. 

 4. Provide with objective and logical solutions where we can achieve a consensus 
between all countries involved. 

5. Uphold a pertinent solution towards the country and the UN model.  

 

Topic 1: violations of human rights in china’s Prisons  

What is happenning? 
Since 2003, large numbers of Chinese citizens have been held uncommunicated for 
days or months in secret, unlawful detention facilities. These facilities, known 
informally as "black jails" (黑监狱) or "black houses" (黑房屋), are created and used 
primarily by local officials to arrest activists and people who come to Beijing and 
provincial capitals seeking redress[1] for complaints that are not resolved at lower 
levels of government. Public security officials in Beijing and other cities have not 
intervened to close the jails and, in at least some instances, have directly assisted 
black jail operators.  
 

Conditions of the arrested citizens 

The detainees [2] that are captured by the local officials have to endure harsh 
conditions that doesn’t have any regard for the human rights of the people and 
citizens that are captured, amongst these conditions are: 

• Physical and psychological abuse. 
• Many are deprived of food, sleep, and medical care. 
• They are subject to theft and extortion by their guards. 
• They have no access to family members or to legal counsel or to courts. 
• Detainees endure crowded sleeping facilities. 
• Poor quality food in insufficient quantities. 
• Violent treatment for complaints about such conditions. 



   
 

   
 

These Black houses in which the citizens and activists are being kept are found in 
state-owned hostels, hotels, nursing homes, and mental hospitals, among other 
locations.  

This means that there is no insurance of the rights that the people that are kept in 
these black houses have. The citizens that are victims of these mistreatments are 
farmers or inhabitants of the rural area of china who travel to Beijing to present 
complaints and petitions [3] because of police torture, or illegal land grabs at hands 
of thugs that have the blessing of the government. 

 

Denial of China’s government  

The Chinese government denies the existence of black jails. In the "Outcome 
Report" issued by the UN Human Rights Council at the conclusion of its "Universal 
Period Review" of China's human rights record in June 2009, the Chinese 
government asserted: "There are no black jails in the country”. 

The denial persists despite reports by Chinese and foreign journalists who have 
visited black jails and despite academic research into the subject by well-regarded 
Chinese scholars. Some foreign journalists and at least one Chinese legal scholar 
who have investigated black jails have themselves been physically abused and/or 
temporarily detained by guards at such facilities. This means that the issue is being 
permitted by the government itself and it is hiding it to the public and international 
eye. 

However, the petitioning system depends in an official civil service evaluation system 
in which government officials at county, municipal, and provincial levels are subject 
to financial and career advancement penalties if large numbers of citizens from their 
areas are discovered in Beijing seeking redress through petitioning. This makes the 
provinces to detain[4] the citizens who are willing to make the petition and throw 
them into the “black houses” or jails. 

Possible course of action for the Chinese government 

• Admit the existence of black jails; close them and set detainees at liberty; and 
punish any person who abducts and detains another unlawfully or who 
operates or facilitates the operation of a black jail. 

• Acknowledge the violation of human rights that was occurring in the Chinese 
territory and have amendments [5] towards the detainees. 

• Establish an independent commission to investigate and publicly report on 
the existence of black jails and government efforts to eradicate them. 

• Assign special commission for investigating and ensuring that black houses 
can’t be stated again. 



   
 

   
 

 

Topic 2: Immigrant captivity in the U.S Border 

What is happening? 
More than 2,500 families were forcibly separated at the US border as the Trump 
administration targeted parents traveling with children for criminal prosecution. As 
part of this policy, children with disabilities were separated from their families.  

Though a federal court and tremendous public outcry put a stop to mass separations 
in late June, reunifications of hundreds of families lagged for months. According to 
media reports, families continued to be separated on a smaller scale after Trump 
issued an executive order supposedly ending the practice. 

Reportedly, many of these continued separations were based on vague or 
unsubstantiated allegations of wrongdoing or minor violations against the parents. 
Ramped-up criminal prosecutions for illegal entry continued. Mental health 
professionals warned that separation was very likely to cause trauma, both 
immediate and long-lasting. 

 

What is happening now at the border? 
The number of border apprehensions 
dropped by 28% in June, according to 
US authorities. The decline follows a 
record number of apprehensions 
between ports of entry in May - the 
highest in over a decade. 

 

 

Arrests and deportations of undocumented people arrested in the interior of the 
United States mainly through minimal contact with the criminal justice system or in 
large-scale workplace raids continued to mount, without regard to their rights to 
home and family.  

Immigration authorities sought to detain more people—including vulnerable 
populations like children and pregnant women—in the already-sprawling immigration 
detention system. Immigration authorities sought to remove legal limits to detaining 
children in families indefinitely.  

 



   
 

   
 

 

Families separated 
Children from migrants have been separated from their families due to minor 
offenses such as traffic violations, even some of the offenses took place many years 
prior and others were for allegations or arrests without convictions. 

In one case, a 1-year-old girl was separated from her father after a guard criticized 
him for not changing the little girl’s diaper while she was asleep, according to the 
court documents. In another case, a 4-year-old boy was separated from his father 
because the man had a speech impediment that prevented him from answering an 
immigration official’s questions, according to the court documents. 

Poor conditions in inmigrant detention facilities: 
Immigrants held in U.S. detention facilities declared that they are receiving what they 
called shoddy medical care and a failure by authorities to provide accommodations 
for disabilities. Inmigrants held in these places are not given the medical care they 
need, their fundamental rights are being violated. 

In the suit filed by disability and civil rights advocates in U.S. District Court, 
immigrants said they're placed in isolation as punishment and denied recommended 
medical treatment and surgery. Some said they've been denied wheelchairs and a 
deaf detainee who communicates in American Sign Language said he has not been 
provided an interpreter.  

Of 15 recent deaths in immigration detention, Human Rights Watch found that eight 
were linked to poor medical care. 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

GLOSSARY 

1. Redress: set upright again. 
2. Detainees: a person held in custody, especially for political reasons. 
3. Petitions: specifical law system that is still used in China 
4. Detain: keep (someone) from proceeding by holding them back or making claims 

on their attention. 
5. Amendments: a minor change or addition designed to improve a text, piece of 

legislation, etc. 
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