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Respected Delegates, 

 

Its president wishes to extend a warm welcome to the XVI external model of the United 

Nations by the Gimnasio Colombo Británico. First of all, I want to express my deep feeling of 

pleasure and joy because we will form one of the most important, ambitious and interesting 

committees of the entire MUN project, CCC (Continue Crisis Committee). For very few this will 

be their first model but for the vast majority it will be another one of their many, that will bring 

them experience and knowledge on problems that are happening know days, that are affecting 

all the countries around the world in many ways. Also I am here to help you to train and 

strengthen each of your abilities, and why not, form and forge many others.  

 

This model is of the most important thing to me since I will be running a committee that I love 

and like in the hands of one of a fantastic delegate such as Nicolas M, Juan Felipe and finally 

Nicolas S. Our main objective is to carry out this committee that for a few years was not as 

fantastic a complex in the GCBMUN, but now it would be the best version of a crisis committee 

at all.  

 

Now, if you are reading this letter it is for two reasons. The first one, you are sufficiently trained 
for a committee of this level. And the second one, we need help to face the crisis against the 
Arab countries to protect the whole world. Since it is a committee with an unexpected future, 
anything can happen in this kind of committee. You have in your hands the world for three 
days. In addition, you will have the chair’s directive guide as a basis for your investigation and 
a method of support in the debate, where you can find the major part of the ideas developed in 
the crisis of the next days. Finally, we want to wish you all the best in this committee and the 
Model United Nations of GCB. 
 

Always have in mind that in me you can find support but more than anything else a guiding 

voice that will help you in all the ways possible before and during the model. For my part and 

that of your co-president, we will always be attentive to any questions and concerns that may 

arise at any time before during the model. I thank you very much for being part of the 

committee, and there is nothing left to say than welcome to a new experience.   

 

 

Laura Helena Quintero 

 

President (Arab League)  



 

Introduction to a Crisis Committee 
 
What is a Crisis Committee Cabinet? 
 
A Crisis Committee is a small body, with usually no more than twenty members, brought 
together to deal with an issue of immediate importance. While General Assemblies or 
Specialized Committees work to find long-term solutions to long-term problems, such as 
literacy, infant mortality, or economic coordination, Crisis Committees often handle short-term 
issues with swift and decisive measures. Crisis Committees often deal with issues like wars, 
revolutions, disaster control, or economic collapse. 
 
Another key feature of a Crisis Committee is its dynamic nature. When the body passes a 
directive (a resolution for Crisis Committees), its effects and results are brought to the body in 
news articles and speakers. In other words, the topics will continue to change and evolve 
based on the actions the body does (or does not) take. 
 
Finally, individual delegates can conduct personal actions by writing notes to GCBMUN crisis 
staff. If the character or country represented by the delegate can act in a certain way, that 
delegate is free to do so. For example, the head of the National Guard could send guardsmen 
to provide temporary disaster relief, a CEO could conduct corporate espionage, or a politician 
could organize a rally. These crisis actions cannot effectively solve the problems posed by the 
topics, but they can be instrumental in securing an advantage over the rest of the body 

 
How does the committee work? 
 
This committee will NOT work as a regular United Nations committee. The Continuous Crisis 
Committee, based on the context that stands for, will work as an executive cabinet meeting. 
 
The committee will work on this as a United Nations Committee: 
 
The floor will be given to the characters by placards, and if it is considered by the president, it 
will only give the floor to a character in specific. 
The chair will be composed by a president (there is no vice president). 
 
Motions: 
 

 Motion to start an official discussion: this motion is presented to the president when 
delegates are interested to have an informal conversation within the room. 

 

 Motion to start a casual discussion: this motion is used to have a space of time, in 
which all the delegates can speak between each other to clear out positions and start 
performing multiple documents. Or: having a discussion everyone sited but the 
discussion it’s going to be guided by the president. 

 

 Motion for an update: it will be called a Joint Crisis Committee member for having an 
update regarding the current situation. 



 

 

 Motion of censure: A committee may request a motion of censure for a character or 
group of characters, who have acted irresponsibly (affecting the cabinet or their group 
interests) in the exercise of war. The motion must be debated within the committee for a 
maximum of 10 minutes. The motivations cause, and consequences of this decision 
should be discussed. Censorship will be approved by a simple majority (by placards). If 
applied, the character will lose part of the resources he has and make them available to 
those who proposed the motion. 

 

 Motion to start a Round Robin: This motion is used when delegates want to get the 
entire committee’s opinion on the issue. This means that, starting at one side of the 
room, each and every delegate in the room will deliver a statement on their stance on 
the issue. 

 

 Motion to introduce an amendment: This motion is made when one delegate or a 
group of delegates wish to change any aspects of directive-communique previously 
introduced. 

 

 Motion for questioning the fellow deputy: This motion is used for making questions a 
specific deputy or for making the committee show the lack of credibility of it. 

 
Important: we will not open agenda or start session for the committee, the session is over 
when the president says so. 
 
Points that will be taken into account: 
 

 Point of personal privilege (Privilegium personale punctum): used when something 
in the room is uncomfortable or you require reaching the chair to a special permission. 

 

 Point of parliamentary requirement (senatus perceptio ex Point): if the deputy 
requires a word that it doesn’t know, the chair will help with the translation. 

 

 Order in the room (Ut in locus): used when a delegate or the chair is not following the 
procedure or feels disrespected by another fellow deputy. 

  
Especial points (when a delegate has been questioned or has a lack of credibility or in the 
case of the “objection, the last statement lacks of foundation, could be used during a normal 
formal discussion): 
 

 Objection, the last statement lacks foundation: used when a delegate is talking 
about something that is not pertinent to the development of the committee. 

 

 Objection, argumentative: This is not an objection to opposing counsel making a good 
point. It is used when the questioning attorney is not asking a question and is instead 
making an argument of law or application of law that should be argued in summation. It 



 

is only valid when the witness is not being asked a question that he or she can properly 
answer. 

 

 Objection asked and answered: When the question being asked has both been asked 
and been answered before by this attorney and this witness. It is not an objection to a 
question on cross that has been covered in direct. 

 

 Objection, assumes facts not in evidence: A question by the directing attorney that 
contains information not yet in the record. On cross, the counsel is the one testifying, so 
this is not an objection. 

 

 Objection best evidence: Used when the evidence being solicited is not the best 
source of the information. Usually occurs when a witness is being asked a question 
about a document that is available to be entered into evidence. The document should 
be entered as proof of its contents. 

 

 Objection, beyond scope: The evidence being solicited was not covered by the 
opposing counsel while questioning the witness and is not relevant to any of the 
previous issues covered. 

 

 Objection, compound: The question is really two questions posed as one. Objection 
should only be used when the question is misleading and the answer could be 
misconstrued by the president. 

 

 Objection, cumulative: The material being asked has been covered before. 
 

 Objection, hearsay: A statement made out of the committee offered in committee to 
prove the truth of the matter asserted. A statement is not hearsay if the words spoken 
are relevant, not what the words mean. 

 

 Objection, improper characterization: Used when a question or an answer describes 
something that is highly prejudicial and not helpful to the jury. A typical example is 
describing the defendant or her actions as “crazy.” This is a charged word and has no 
real meaning unless the witness is a medical doctor who actually means “crazy.” - It’s 
not a very useful objection most of the time because the objection generally draws more 
attention to the word and thus cements the idea into the minds of the presents in the 
room. 

 

 Objection, expert opinion: Used when the testimony involves some degree of skill or 
expertise and the witness has not been entered as an expert in that area. Daubert 
challenges are covered under this objection, and do not have to come pre-trial. 

 

 Objection, improper lay opinion: The witness is giving testimony that does not require 
an expertise but is still an opinion that does not assist the jury in its understanding of the 
case. 

 



 

 Objection, leading: The question on direct suggests an answer. This is (1) not an 
objection on cross, and (2) actually allowed in some circumstances. Which 
circumstances depends on the court, as Louisiana and the Federal rules differ, but this 
basically covers all cases where leading is necessary to develop the testimony. 

 

 Objection, more prejudicial than probative: This is not an objection of “This really 
hurts my case.” All evidence by opposing counsel will hurt your case. An objectionable 
piece of evidence is one that not only hurts your case but is not relevant enough to the 
merits of your opponent’s case to be let in. 

 

 Objection, relevance: The evidence being solicited does not relate to merits of the 
case or another admissible purpose such as foundation or permissible character 
evidence. 

 

 Objection, speculation: The witness does not have first-hand knowledge of the fact 
she is testifying to. 

 
Starting every day: 
 

1. All the secretaries/ministers/heads of states/deputies have to stand up as the president 
enters the room.   

 
2. Singing the national anthem (with the respect that the anthem deserves). 

 
3. All present in the room will take a seat after the national anthem its played. 

 
4. Roll call will be made by logistics delegate (it will not be made out loud, just checked in 

the list, if there is a character getting late, it will be made a warning), there will be a 
minute of silence, so the logistics delegate guarantees the roll call is made. 

 
After recess sessions: 
 

1. All the secretaries/ministers/heads of states/deputies have to stand up as the president 
enters the room.   
 

2. A prayer will be made after every recess to start the session. 
 
Starting 1st session: 
 

1. Structure of the committee and expectations (by the President). 
 

2. Reading of portfolios (by each delegate). 
 

3.  Casual discussion of the topics or official discussion. 

 

 



 

Documents Required for the Committee 
 

 Character profile: it will be asked to do a character biography according to the 
character that it was assigned to you. In this one, needs to be include: 

o Important dates of what you have done. 
o Where you studied. 
o Family. 
o Contact of important people you might have, which can be used to the 

development of the committee. 
o Brief biography. 

 
You need to empower of your character, knowing how it thinks, how it moves, be him. 
 

 White paper: is the country’s position, that is public knowledge, and everyone knows 
about it, similar to an opening speech. 

 Black Paper: is what the character’s real interests are, but it is not shared with other 
countries. The idea is the black paper is build a crisis with them. Only the presidents 
and the JCC delegates will see the black paper.  

 
Example: An example could be when the US invaded Iraq. The “white” paper would explain 
that they wanted to get rid of the weapons of mass destruction. The “black” paper would say 
they were invading Iraq to get control of their oil or other important assets. 
 

 

Joint Crisis Committee (JCC) 
 
The Joint Crisis Committee is conformed by the GCBMUN academic staff. This one has 
multiple functions: 
 

1. Organ with the principal function of receiving the directives written by the characters of 
the committee. These directives are kind of requests to take actions. The JCC will 
decide if those directives are approved or not. 

2. In the case the directives are approved, the JCC will be in charge of making the 
communication of crisis, according to the actions made by the committee. 

3. Taking into account the points above, as an example of this: if there is any military 
movement towards middle east, the JCC will create a crisis based on the actions that 
Middle East countries can take. That means they will be also middle east mandataries 
and countries. But never leaving the functions as JCC. 

4. The Strategy Center determines the number of troops and artillery available to each 
side (G8 Vs. Middle East). 

5. Taking into account our GCBMUN policies, we will NOT accept the use of electronic 
devices. In case a delegate requires any kind of information, you will need to contact the 
JCC for it. 

 
 



 

Functioning 
 
Due to the dynamics of the committee is designed for continuous crisis, the strategy center will 
send communications to the committee. These releases may be of three types: 
 

 Public announcement: the communicates will be read by any character when the 
board empowers. 

 Strategic statement: the statement will be read only by the character who got the 
statement. 

 Secret statement: Secret communications must be handled under absolute reserve. 
They will be oral or written and their exposure to the public (even in recess) may cause 
reprimands. If a character obtains a secret statement that does not correspond to him, 
he should go to his role, honor, wisdom and cunning to reveal or not the content 
according to his judgment. The communications will be sent in order to give continuity to 
the debate, and follow a timeline between both cabinets, basically, the communiqués 
will have the crises that the delegates will have to answer in a certain time. 

 
Decisions 
 
Taking into account this commission will be based in the permanent threat of Middle East to 
the international community. The cabinet will need to take multiple actions towards the threat. 
The decisions are the actions that will be realized by the whole committee. For this, there is no 
need of big documents, so the cabinet takes actions, the ideal initiative is that the committee 
takes the actions with consensus. The task of each of the characters is to convince the 
president that his decision is the best one for the side, because in the end he is the one who 
decides what action will be carried out, sending the aforementioned proposal to JCC. It is 
recommended to the characters not to make decisions lightly or to take them thinking solely of 
personal objectives, since a division within the committee could occur. 
 
 

Directives 
 
As it was said, all the directives will be passed to the JCC, for you to send a directive, you will 
need to send it through the floor messengers. Here all the types of directives will be explained: 
 

 Grupal directive: these ones are used to solve the crisis presented by the JCC. They will 
request to take actions to the governments of the signing characters. Those actions will be 
decided by the characters in a consensus or simple majority (voted by placards and it has to 
be approved by the chair also). 
o Public: means that all the information written in the directive could be exposed to the 

international community. In the case during the directive they go directly to an individual, 
this information could be used against the whole committee. 

o Private: means that all the information written in the directive cannot be given to the 
international community. But, the directive has to be encrypted. 

 
 



 

Structure: 
  

Grupal directive (public/private): Title 
Specific orders (bullet points/sequence of events) 

What is expected to happen with such bulleted list/possible results 
Signatures (min. 4/max. 7). 

 

 Individual directive: these directives its only developed by one character of the committee 
and it is used to accomplished personal interest. Take actions. 
o Public: the information contained in the directive will be exposed, after being accepted 

by the JCC. 
o Private: the actions requested to be made are only known by the character who wrote it, 

and with it, an answer of the JCC. In case the actions taken in the directive have public 
repercussions, the JCC will be obliged to make a crisis. 

 
Structure: 
  

Individual directive (public/private): Title 
Specific orders (bullet points/sequence of events) 

What is expected to happen with such bulleted list/possible results 
Signature (character) 

 

 Communiqué: Are the instruments utilized to reach entities, organizations, countries 
(Secretaries, representatives, hosts or directors), and/or individuals (contacts) to involve 
them in the crisis - for personal interests-, maintain informed, ask for favors or blackmail 
them to take actions that cannot be done inside of the committee since such actions are not 
under direct control of the character. These are written as a formal correspondence and 
could be done collectively or personally - generally are favors to contacts. Depending on the 
acceptance these receive, they could become part of a collective or personal (but public) 
directive. 

 
Structure:  
 

Heading: Communiqué 
Sender: His or her position + complete name 

Message 
In case of being a favor: what is going to be given in exchange 

Signature(s) 
 

 Press release: Informative resource used to make public the position of a delegate or 
delegation in regard of the crisis. Is used as a strategic paper, whose information is not 
completely true, and in that way, help achieve personal goals and help the resolution of the 
crisis. It must specify where it comes from (source 

 

Historical Context 

 



 

 
Middle East Conflict History 
 

 1897: The First Zionist Congress met in Basle, Switzerland, to discuss the ideas set out 
in Theodor Herzl's 1896 book Der Judenstaat (The Jewish State). Herzl, a Jewish 
journalist and writer living in Vienna, wanted Jews to have their own state - primarily as 
a response to European anti-Semitism. The Congress issued the Basle Programmed to 
establish a "home for the Jewish people in Palestine secured by public law" and set up 
the World Zionist Organization to work for that end. A few Zionist immigrants had 
already started arriving in the area before 1897. By 1903 there were some 25,000 of 
them, mostly from Eastern Europe. They lived alongside about half a million Arab 
residents in what was then part of the Turkish Ottoman Empire. A second wave of about 
40,000 immigrants arrived in the region between 1904 and 1914. 

 

 1917: In the Balfour Declaration, Britain expresses it support for “the establishment in 
Palestine of national home for the Jewish people”, though without prejudicing its non-
Jewish communities. 

 

 1920: Britain takes over the administration of Palestine, Transjordan (later renamed 
Jordan) and Mesopotamia (Iraq), following the defeat of the Ottoman empire the first 
world war. 

 

 1922, July 24: The League of Nations gives Britain a mandate to administer Palestine. 
Britain expresses an interest in Zionism and describes its intention to develop a Jewish 
state. 

 

 1923: Britain cedes the Golan Heights from Palestine to French-run Syria. Britain’s 
official mandate over Palestine, from the League of Nations, comes into effect. 

 

 1929: Arguments between Muslims and Jews over access to the Western Wall. More 
than 130 Jews are killed, and 339 wounded and 116 Arabs killed and 232 wounded 
during clashes involving British forces. 

 

 1936: A three-year Arab revolt begins, amid frustration at rising Jewish immigration and 
continued colonial rule. 

 

 1939: Britain imposes restrictions on Jewish immigration to Palestine. 
 

 1945: At the end of the Second World War, America urges Britain to lift its restrictions 
on Jewish refugees settling in Palestine, but Britain resists this pressure. 

 

 1946: The King David Hotel, Britain’s military headquarters in Jerusalem, is bombed by 
a Jewish militant group, Irgun.  

 

 1947: In November, the UN General Assembly voted overwhelmingly to recommend 
partition of Palestine into Arab and Jewish states. The two states were to be joined in an 



 

economic union, and the United Nations would administer Jerusalem. The Arabs would 
get 43 percent of the land, the Jews 57 percent. The proposed apportionment should be 
assessed in light of the following facts: The Jewish portion was better land; by the end 
of that year the percentage of Palestine purchased by Jews was less than 7 percent; 
Jewish land purchases accounted for only 10 percent of the proposed Jewish state; and 
Jews made up less than one-third of the population of Palestine. Moreover, the Jewish 
state was to include 497,000 Arabs, who would constitute just under 50 percent of the 
new state's population. 

 
The United States not only accepted the UN plan, it aggressively promotes it among the 
other members of the United Nation. 

 

 1948: The state of Israel is proclaimed. Neighboring Arab states invade it. Israel’s 
nascent defense forces repel them. Around 700,000 Arabs flee. Though Egypt ends up 
occupying the Gaza strip and Transjordan takes East Jerusalem and the West Bank, 
Israel and up bigger than the UN partition plan had proposed. 

 

 1956: Egypt nationalizes the Suez Canal and close off access to the Israeli port of Eilat. 
Israel, France and Britain form a secret a secret pact to attack Egypt. Under American 
pressure, they are forced to withdraw. 

 

 1964: Arab leaders create the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), whose founding 
charter calls for a Palestinian Arab state encompassing the whole of British Mandate 
Palestine and declares the establishment of Israel “illegal and null and void”. 

 

 1967: After Egypt masses its troops in the Sinai desert and blockades Eilat, the six-day 
was is launched and won by Israel. Sinai and the Gaza strip are taken from Egypt; the 
West Bank and East Jerusalem from Jordan; and the Golan Heights from Syria. The 
PLO moves to Jordan. The UN passes Resolution 242, calling among other things for 
Israeli forces to withdraw from “territories occupied in the recent conflict” (a phrase 
whose precise meaning still provokes fierce debate) in return for Arab recognition of 
Israel’s right to exist peacefully. The Arab League issues its “three noes”: no peace with 
Israel, no negotiations with Israel, no recognition of Israel. 

 

 1969: America launches the Rogers plan, which reiterates Resolution 242’s land-for-
peace formula. Both sides reject it. 

 

 1970: In what becomes known as “Black September”, Jordan expels the PLO after it 
creates a “states within a state” and hijacks American, Swiss, Israeli and British planes, 
holding some passengers’ hostage. The PLO eventually re-establishes itself in 
Lebanon, from where it launches raids on Israel. 

 

 1973: The Yom Kippur war: attacks by Egypt and Syria on Judaism’s holiest day take 
Israel by surprise but it strikes back, and its troops cross the Suez Canal and enter 
Syria before the UN calls for a ceasefire. 

 



 

 1977: Egypt’s President Anwar Sadat becomes the first Arab leader to go to Israel, 
visiting Jerusalem to seek a peace settlement. 

 

 1978: After terrorist attacks on buses in northern Israel, its forces launch an incursion 
into Lebanon to attack PLO bases. America’s President Jimmy Carter hosts the Camp 
David talks between Israel and Egypt. 

 

 1979: Israel and Egypt sign a peace deal, in which Israel returns the Sinai to Egypt. 
 

 1981: A ceasefire between Israel and Lebanon-based Palestinian militants is brokered 
by an American envoy, Philip Habib, but lasts less than a year. 

 

 1982: Israel invades Lebanon. The PLO moves to Tunisia. America sends 
peacekeeping troops to Lebanon. It also launches the Reagan plan, proposing self-
government for the West Bank and Gaza, though in association with Jordan rather than 
as an independent state. Israel, followed later by the PLO and Jordan, reject it. Up to 
2,000 Palestinians are killed by Lebanese Christian militiamen allied to Israel in the 
Sabra and Chatila refugee camps. 

 

 1983: A suicide bomber kills 241 American marines, sailors and soldiers in their base in 
Beirut. 

 

 1985: Most Israeli troops are withdrawn from Lebanon, except for a border “security 
zone”. 

 

 1987: Palestinians launch the first intifada (“struggle” or “shaking-off”) against Israeli 
rule in the West Bank and Gaza. The clashes continue into the early 1990s. 

 

 1988: America launches the Shultz plan, incorporating elements of earlier peace 
proposals. The PLO issues a statement renouncing terrorism and recognizing Israel's 
right to exist, leading America to open direct talks with the PLO. Jordan renounces its 
claim to sovereignty over the West Bank in favor of the PLO. 

 

 1991: After the first Gulf war ends, America launches the Madrid peace conference, 
with Israel holding its first formal negotiations with Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and 
Palestinian representatives (though not the PLO). 

 

 1993: Secret talks begin in Oslo between Israeli academics and PLO officials, leading to 
the Oslo accords. These propose an interim Palestinian Authority (PA), conducting 
limited self-government in part of the occupied territories, and a phased plan leading to 
a permanent peace settlement. 

 

 1994: The PLO's chairman, Yasser Arafat, returns from exile to the occupied territories. 
Israel and Jordan sign a peace treaty. 

 



 

 1995: Israel and the PLO sign the Oslo II agreement, under which Israel hands over 
security responsibility to the Palestinian Authority in parts of the occupied territories. 

 

 1998: Arafat and the Israeli prime minister, Binyamin Netanyahu, sign the Wye River 
memorandum, which aims to clarify the Oslo II agreement and set a timetable for its 
implementation. 

 

 1999: After slippage in the implementation of the Oslo accords, Israel's prime minister, 
Ehud Barak, and Arafat sign the Sharm el-Sheikh memorandum, setting a new 
timetable, in talks hosted by Egypt's President Hosni Mubarak. 

 

 2000: Talks at Camp David between Mr. Barak and Arafat end in failure. Israel's 
opposition leader, Ariel Sharon, makes a provocative visit to Temple Mount in 
Jerusalem—known to Muslims as the “noble sanctuary”, one of their holiest places. 
Incensed, Palestinian militants launch a second intifada. President Bill Clinton hastily 
calls another summit at Sharm el-Sheikh, which reaches an agreement “to return the 
situation to that which existed prior to the current crisis”. A fact-finding commission 
headed by George Mitchell, an American former senator, is set up. Amid attacks from 
Lebanese militants, Israel pulls out of its “security zone” in southern Lebanon, as Mr. 
Barak had promised the previous year. 

 

 2001: Between George Bush taking office as American president and Ariel Sharon 
winning the Israeli election, Israeli and Palestinian delegations hold talks at Taba in 
Egypt. But Mr. Sharon refuses to talk peace while terrorist attacks continue, and the 
Oslo process stops. The Mitchell commission produces its report, but it fails to make 
much impact. Mr. Bush then sends the CIA chief, George Tenet, to the region. He 
produces another report proposing a ceasefire. 

 

 2002: After several Palestinian suicide bombings, Mr. Sharon launches Operation 
Defensive Shield, seizing areas controlled by the Palestinian Authority, which Israel 
accuses of failing to stop militants' attacks. Most of the West Bank and Gaza comes 
under siege as Israeli forces close down the areas. The Quartet group (America, the 
European Union, Russia and the UN) launches the “road map”, a new phased plan for 
peace, including the creation of an independent Palestine. Mr Bush calls for new 
Palestinian leadership in place of Arafat. 

 

 2003: Under pressure from the Quartet, Arafat hands much of his power to Mahmoud 
Abbas, a moderate, who becomes Palestinian prime minister. Mr. Bush gets Mr. Abbas 
and Mr. Sharon to shake hands on the road map. The Palestinian militant groups agree 
among themselves a fragile ceasefire. But it collapses after only seven weeks: after a 
Hamas suicide bomber kills 22 people on a Jerusalem bus, Israel resumes its “targeted 
killings” of militant groups' political leaders. Mr. Abbas resigns, and his place is taken by 
Ahmed Qurei, another moderate, though closer to Mr. Arafat. 

 
In the same year, the US (who, together with Israel refused to negotiate directly with the 
President, Yasser Arafat), backed Arafat’s selection for Palestinian Prime Minister, 



 

Mahmoud Abbas, and they all pushed for a road map peace plan towards a two-state 
solution. While Palestinian militants announced a ceasefire, Israel continued to 
assassinate militant leaders. 

Relative calm only lasted a few weeks, after more targeted assassination and suicide 
bombings. Abbas resigned soon after, seemingly frustrated by the internal politics. 
Ahmed Qurei replaced him, seen as more friendly to Arafat. 

 

 2004: Sharon announced a withdrawal of troops and settlements from the Gaza Strip, 
but a commitment to the largest settlements in the West Bank. 
Suicide bombings and Israeli air strikes continued and Israel achieved the assassination 
of Hamas’s spiritual leader Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, and a senior leader shortly after, 
Abdel-Aziz al-Rantissi. 
On the West Bank, the security fence construction continued, despite continuing 
protests. Israel’s high court demanded route changes. The International Criminal Court 
said the barrier was illegal, but Israel is not bound to it, so ignored it. 
Turmoil within Palestine increased as Hamas, Fatah, Islamic Jihad and others turned on 
each other, amid disputes on how to reform the security forces. 
In November Arafat died of a mysterious blood disorder and Abbas became chairman of 
the PLO. Despite growing criticism of his leadership in recent years, the outpouring of 
sorrow and people coming to mourn his death is enormous. 

 
 

 2005: Israel’s Prime Minister, Sharon, resigned from the right wing Likud party, forming 
a more centrist Kadima party, that quickly gained popularity. Former Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres, who recently lost leadership of the left wing Labour Party also joined 
Kadima, lending credence to the view that Sharon was distancing himself from the right 
wing ideology of a greater Israel, and more in favor of negotiated peace with the 
Palestinians (the Labour Party has long called for a two-party solution, but has been 
critical of the Jewish settlements in occupied territories). 

 
Throughout the recent years, anger and frustration has mounted as the larger, but 
poorer Palestinian population also find themselves with the less prestine land. This has 
been further fuelled by Israeli bull-dozing of many homes and attempts to kill extremist 
leaders which often end in death or capture of innocent civilians (including women and 
children). In addition, while Israel demanded that the ineffective Palestinian National 
Authority do something to crack down on suicide bombers and other terrorist elements 
within its territories, it continued bombing official buildings and compounds (making any 
attempts to crack down on such elements futile). This also increased the power, 
authority, and influence of more extreme groups such as Hamas that did not like the 
idea of peace with Israel—it wanted the destruction of the Jewish homeland. 

 

 2006: The Palestinian general elections were held on January 25, 2006 to elect the 

members of the Palestinian Legislative Council, the legislative power of the Palestinian 

National Authority and which elects the Palestinian Prime Minister. 



 

 

The winner was the Hamas Islamic Movement that obtained 44% of the votes cast and 

74 of the 132 parliamentary seats, followed by Fatah that obtained 41% and only 45 

seats. The result caused an important controversy as Hamas is an organization 

considered as an extremist by Israel, the United States and other countries.  

 

These were the first Palestinian parliamentary elections in ten years, having been the 

previous ones in 1996 and having been continuously delayed by disagreements 

between Fatah and Hamas regarding the electoral system. All Palestinians residing in 

the territories of the Gaza Strip were able to vote and the West Bank including East 

Jerusalem. 

 
On that year the world  was able to saw the more extreme Hamas organization gain 
power. Hamas has been listed by many countries as a terrorist organization, though 
others see it as an independence movement. However, its means are certainly terrorist 
in nature, often employing suicide attacks on Israeli civilians. 

 
On this year it began a war name the second war on Lebanon which consist principally 
in  
the conflict that affected Lebanon, northern Israel and the Golan Heights for 34 days. 
The main belligerents were the Israeli Army and the armed arm of the Shiite 
organization Hezbollah.  

 
The conflict began on July 12, 2006 and continued until August 14, when Resolution 
1701 of the United Nations Security Council entered into force, which established a 
ceasefire from 05:00 UTC on that day. The conflict broke out on July 12, when 
Hezbollah fighters fired rockets at Israeli border towns, a subsequent attack with anti-
tank projectiles on two Humvee light armored vehicles patrolling the fenced border.  

 
The ambush left three Israeli soldiers dead and two others were taken prisoner, being 
transferred to the interior of Lebanon. Five more soldiers died in Lebanon while trying to 
rescue them. Hezbollah asked Israel to release Lebanese prisoners in exchange for the 
two military. Israel refused and responded with aerial and artillery bombardment against 
Lebanese targets that included, in addition to Hezbollah's military objectives, the 
country's civil infrastructure and The capital's airport, Beirut. The Israeli army (IDF) 
triggered a land invasion of southern Lebanon, while imposing an air and naval 
blockade. Hezbollah, in turn, increased rocket fire over northern Israel and fought battle 
with the IDF in a guerrilla warfare maintained from solid strongholds. It is believed that 
this conflict caused the death of between 1 191 and 1 300 Lebanese and 165 Israelis. It 
also severely damaged Lebanese civil infrastructure and caused the displacement of 
approximately one million Lebanese and between 300,000 and 500,000 Israelis. 

 

 2007: On that year it began the Libano conflict that began when fighting broke out 
between Fatah al-Islam, an Islamist militant organization, and the Lebanese Armed 
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Forces (LAF) on May 20, 2007 in Nahr al-Bared, an UNRWA Palestinian refugee 
camp near Tripoli. 

It was the most severe internal fighting since Lebanon's 1975–90 civil war. The conflict 
revolved mostly around the siege of Nahr el-Bared, but minor clashes also occurred in 
the Ain al-Hilweh refugee camp in southern Lebanon and several terrorist bombings 
took place in and around Lebanon's capital, Beirut. Fighting ended in September 2007. 

Also on November 27 of that year was The Annapolis Conference, that was attended by 

the Prime Minister of Israel Ehud Ólmert and the president of the Palestinian National 

Authority Mahmud Abbas. It was held in the city of the same name in the state of 

Maryland, United States, under the auspices of the President of that country, George W. 

Bush, in the framework of the process to achieve peace in the Israeli-Palestinian 

conflict. It also had representatives from China, Russia, the United Nations, the 

European Union and the Arab League, in addition to the Palestinian and Israeli foreign 

ministers, Salam Fayyad and Tzipi Livni, respectively. 

 

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert and Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas made a 

commitment to address all the issues that separate them on a road map that should 

conclude with an agreement before the end of 2008. 

 

 2008: The Gaza War, also known as Operation Cast Lead also known in the Muslim 
world as the Gaza Massacre and the Battle of al-Furqan by Hamas, was a three-week 
armed conflict between Palestinians in the Gaza Strip and Israel that began on 27 
December 2008 and ended on 18 January 2009 in a unilateral ceasefire. The conflict 
resulted in between 1,166 and 1,417 Palestinian and 13 Israeli deaths (4 from friendly 
fire).   

 

 2014: On this year began the conflict between the Gaza Strip and Israel which is 

referred to the war conflict that began on July 8, 2014, when the Israel Defense Forces 

(IDF) launched Operation Protective Margin over Gazati territory, due to an escalation 

of tension in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Israel stated that the only objective of the 

operation was to attack the Islamic Resistance Movement (Hamas), the organization 

that governs the Strip after winning the elections in 2006, and ending rocket attacks to 

Israel. The State of Palestine and various human rights organizations accused Israel of 

carrying out an indiscriminate attack against all Palestinians, as the attacks caused the 

death of civilians mainly.  For their part, Hamas launched rockets against Israel in 

response to the missiles fired by the Israeli Air Force into the Gaza Strip. This conflict 

has been the largest in the Gaza Strip throughout the 21st century and one of the 

largest it has experienced in its recent history. 
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 2015: The Syrian war marked the international Middle East agenda in 2015. This 

conflict, which is already four years old, is directly related to the expansion of the Islamic 

State in the region, since the jihadist group has as its main bases of operation Syria and 

Iraq 

 

In Yemen, ta, there is an important conflict between the Houth rebels (Shiites) and the 

government forces (Sunies) 

 

Another important event for the region was the agreement on Iran's nuclear plan, which 

would remove the Islamic Republic from isolation and aroused the anger of Israel and 

the Gulf Monarchies. 

 

 2016: The Turkish Armed Forces carried out an attempted coup against the 
Government of Recep Tayyip Erdogan. 

 
-The Russian ambassador, Andrei Karlov, was shot dead in Ankara (capital of Turkey). 

 
-The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) passed a resolution against illegal Israeli 
settlements in Palestinian lands. 

 
-Saudi Arabia attacked Yemen. 

 
-The Rohingya Muslim minority in Myanmar, the most persecuted in the world, suffers 
from the atrocious discrimination exercised by the Government and the Buddhist 
extremists in the country. 

 
-Syrian Army forces recovered the entire eastern part of the northern city of Aleppo. 

 
-Iraqi forces carried out multiple operations in their anti-Daesh fight for the liberation of 
Mosul (northern Iraq). 

 

 2017: After Donal Trump was elected as the president of the United States, he 

committed himself to the Middle Eastern countries to end the jihadist group Isis, and he 

said that he would do all the things that were in his hands to finish with this terrorist 

group. 

 

 2019:  The president of the United States, Donald Trump, warned Iran that "never" 

threatens his country again and indicated that if Tehran wants to fight it will be his 

"official end". However, everything seems to indicate that the threats come from the 

White House and not vice versa, and that the US president wants to build wars in all 

countries. 

 



 

-A new series of attacks between Israel and Palestine broke out in this part of the world 

in recent days. The destruction of the Palestinian side at the hands of Israeli airstrikes is 

the response to the launching of rockets by Hamas. 

 

-The demolition of a plane in Syrian territory put Israel and Iran on a war footing. After 

the virtual defeat of the Islamic State, a new front threatens to burn the region further. 

 

 

 

Arab League  
 
History 
 

The Arab League, as it is known today, was initially called the League of Arab States. This 
League is an intergovernmental organization (IGO), a voluntary association of independent 
African and Middle East countries whose peoples are mainly Arabic speaking. 
 
The League of Arab States was formed in 1945. The Arab League was formed so that “the 
founding members” of the Arab League (Egypt, Syria, Transjordan, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, 
Lebanon, and Yemen) agreed to seek “close cooperation” on matters of economics, 
communication, culture, nationality, social welfare, and health. They renounced violence for 
the settlement of conflicts between members and empowered League offices to mediate in 
such disputes, as well as in those with non-members. Signatories agreed to collaborate in 
military affairs; this accord was strengthened with a 1950 pact committing members to treat 
acts of aggression on any member state as an act against all” (Council of Foreign Affairs, 
2014). 
 
Later on some important some important events started to happen: 
 

 1953: Libya join the Arab League. 

 1956: Susan join. 

 1958: Morocco and Tunisia join the League. 

 1961: Kuwait join. 

 1962: Algeria join. 

 1967: Sothern Yemen join. 

 1971: Bahrain, Oman, Qatar, United Arab Emirates join the League.  

 1973: Mauritania join. 

 1974: Somalia join. 

 1976: The Palestine Liberation Organization was admitted. 

 1977: Djibouti join. 

 1979: Egypt's membership was suspended after it signed a peace treaty with Israel; the 
league's headquarters was moved from Cairo, Egypt, to Tunis, Tunisia.  

 1987: Arab leaders decided to renew diplomatic ties with Egypt. 



 

 1989: Egypt was readmitted to the league and the league's headquarters was moved 
back to Cairo.  

 1993: Comoros join. 

 2003: In January, Eritrea joined the Arab League as an observer. 

 2011:  Libya was suspended from the Arab League the 22 February. 

 27 August, the Arab League voted to restore Libya's membership by accrediting 
a representative of the National Transitional Council, which was partially 
recognized as the interim government of the country in the wake of Gaddafi's 
ouster from the capital of Tripoli. 

 12 November, the League passed a decree that would suspend Syria's 
membership if the government failed to stop violence against civilian protestors 
by 

 16 November amidst the uprising. Despite this, the government did not yield to 
the League's demands. 

 2015: The League agrees to create joint military force. The League has been meeting in 
Sharma el-Sheikh amid a crisis in Yemen and the threat of jihadists who have made 
major gains in Iraq, Syria and Libya. The Arab League will work with military 
representatives of its members to organize what has been described as a voluntary 
force. Analysts say that it is unlikely all 22 members will join the proposed force.  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cold War 
 
What was it? 

The Cold War was a period of geopolitical tension between the Soviet Union with its satellite 
states (the Eastern Bloc), and the United States with its allies (the Western Bloc) after World 
War II. A common historiography of the conflict begins between 1946, the year U.S. 
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diplomat George F. Kennan's "Long Telegram" from Moscow cemented a U.S. foreign 
policy of containment of Soviet expansionism threatening strategically vital regions, and 
the Truman Doctrine of 1947, and ending between the Revolutions of 1989, which 
ended communism in Eastern Europe as well as in other areas, and the 1991 collapse of the 
USSR, when nations of the Soviet Union abolished communism and restored their 
independence. The term "cold" is used because there was no large-scale fighting directly 
between the two sides, but they each supported major regional conflicts known as proxy wars. 
The conflict split the temporary wartime alliance against Nazi Germany and its allies, leaving 
the USSR and the US as two superpowers with profound economic and political differences. 

The capitalist West was led by the United States, a federal republic with a two-
party presidential system, as well as the other First World nations of the Western Bloc that 
were generally liberal democratic with a free press and independent organizations, but were 
economically and politically entwined with a network of banana republics and other 
authoritarian regimes, most of which were the Western Bloc's former colonies. Some major 
Cold War frontlines such as Indochina, Indonesia, and the Congo were still Western colonies 
in 1947. The Soviet Union, on the other hand, was a self-proclaimed Marxist–Leninist state 
that imposed a totalitarian regime that was led by a small committee, the Politburo. The Party 
had full control of the state, the press, the military, the economy, and local organizations 
throughout the Second World, including the Warsaw Pact and other satellites. The Kremlin 
funded communist parties around the world but was challenged for control by Mao's China 
following the Sino-Soviet split of the 1960s. As nearly all the colonial states achieved 
independence 1945-1960, they became Third World battlefields in the Cold War. 

India, Indonesia, and Yugoslavia took the lead in promoting neutrality with the Non-Aligned 
Movement, but it never had much power in its own right. The Soviet Union and the United 
States never engaged directly in full-scale armed combat. However, both were heavily armed 
in preparation for a possible all-out nuclear world war. China and the United States fought an 
undeclared high-casualty war in Korea 1950-53 that resulted in a stalemate. Each side had 
a nuclear strategy that discouraged an attack by the other side, on the basis that such an 
attack would lead to the total destruction of the attacker—the doctrine of mutually assured 
destruction (MAD). Aside from the development of the two sides' nuclear arsenals, and their 
deployment of conventional military forces, the struggle for dominance was expressed via 
proxy wars around the globe, psychological warfare, massive propaganda campaigns 
and espionage, far-reaching embargoes, rivalry at sports events, and technological 
competitions such as the Space Race. 

The first phase of the Cold War began in the first two years after the end of the Second World 
War in 1945. The USSR consolidated its control over the states of the Eastern Bloc, while the 
United States began a strategy of global containment to challenge Soviet power, extending 
military and financial aid to the countries of Western Europe (for example, supporting the anti-
communist side in the Greek Civil War) and creating the NATO alliance. The Berlin 
Blockade (1948–49) was the first major crisis of the Cold War. With the victory of 
the Communist side in the Chinese Civil War and the outbreak of the Korean War (1950–
1953), the conflict expanded. The USSR and the US competed for influence in Latin 
America and the decolonizing states of Africa and Asia. The Soviets suppressed 
the Hungarian Revolution of 1956. The expansion and escalation sparked more crises, such 
as the Suez Crisis (1956), the Berlin Crisis of 1961, and the Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962, 
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which was perhaps the closest the two sides came to nuclear war. Meanwhile, an 
international peace movement took root and grew among citizens around the world, first in 
Japan from 1954, when people became concerned about nuclear weapons testing, but soon 
also in Europe and the US. The peace movement, and in particular the anti-nuclear movement, 
gained pace and popularity from the late 1950s and early 1960s, and continued to grow 
through the '70s and '80s with large protest marches, demonstrations, and various non-
parliamentary activism opposing war and calling for global nuclear disarmament. Following the 
Cuban Missile Crisis, a new phase began that saw the Sino-Soviet split complicate relations 
within the Communist sphere, while US allies, particularly France, demonstrated greater 
independence of action. The USSR crushed the 1968 Prague Spring liberalization program 
in Czechoslovakia, while the US experienced internal turmoil from the civil rights 
movement and opposition to the Vietnam War (1955–75), which ended with the defeat of the 
US-backed Republic of Vietnam, prompting further adjustments. 

By the 1970s, both sides had become interested in making allowances in order to create a 
more stable and predictable international system, ushering in a period of détente that 
saw Strategic Arms Limitation Talks and the US opening relations with the People's Republic 
of China as a strategic counterweight to the Soviet Union. Détente collapsed at the end of the 
decade with the beginning of the Soviet–Afghan War in 1979. The early 1980s were another 
period of elevated tension, with the Soviet downing of KAL Flight 007and the "Able Archer" 
NATO military exercises, both in 1983. The United States increased pressures on the Soviet 
Union, at a time when the communist state was already suffering from economic stagnation. 
On 12 June 1982, a million protesters gathered in Central Park, New York to call for an end to 
the Cold War arms race and nuclear weapons in particular. In the mid-1980s, the new Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev introduced the liberalizing reforms of perestroika ("reorganization", 
1987) and glasnost ("openness", c. 1985) and ended Soviet involvement in Afghanistan. 
Pressures for national independence grew stronger in Eastern Europe, especially Poland. 
Gorbachev meanwhile refused to use Soviet troops to bolster the faltering Warsaw 
Pact regimes as had occurred in the past. The result in 1989 was a wave of revolutions that 
peacefully (with the exception of the Romanian Revolution) overthrew all of the communist 
regimes of Central and Eastern Europe. The Communist Party of the Soviet Union itself lost 
control and was banned following an abortive coup attempt in August 1991. This in turn led to 
the formal dissolution of the USSR in December 1991 and the collapse of communist regimes 
in other countries such as Mongolia, Cambodia, and South Yemen. The United States 
remained as the world's only superpower. 

The Cold War and its events have left a significant legacy. It is often referred to in popular 
culture, especially in media featuring themes of espionage (notably the internationally 
successful James Bond book and film franchise) and the threat of nuclear warfare. Meanwhile, 
a renewed state of tension between the Soviet Union's successor state, Russia, and the United 
States in the 2010s (including its Western allies) and growing tension between an increasingly 
powerful China and the U.S. and its Western Allies have each been referred to as the Second 
Cold War.  

 

Why the New Cold War? 
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This committee would be a New Cold War since all the events that have been happening in the 
recent days around all the world, are involved directly with, cultural, economic, politic, and 
military aspects as the Cold War in the last century, also it can be understand as a new cold 
war since the same has no direct war conflicts, that is, there is no war with very direct military 
confrontations, which makes it a unique and different "war" with different dynamics. It is 
important to keep in mind that the middle eastern side is very affected since the middle eastern 
territory is always the land where the great super powers are retaliated with others under the 
table, that is to say that war confrontations are created in the middle eastern territory where 
two powers face indirectly, such as the conflict in Syria in which the USA and Russia are facing 
some supporting the Syrian government and others totally against this government. In addition, 
it is necessary to take into account that world powers such as the USA are interested in oil 
from this territory which causes even more controversy between these countries. 
 

Economy 
 
Introduction to economy 
Economics is the social science of studying the production, distribution and consumption of 
goods and services. It is a complex social science that spans from mathematics to psychology. 
At its most basic, however, economics considers how a society provides for its needs. Its most 
basic need is survival; which requires food, clothing and shelter. Once those are covered, it 
can then look at more sophisticated commodities such as services, personal transport, 
entertainment, the list goes on. Today, this social science known as "Economics" tends to refer 
only to the type of economic thought which political economists refer to as Neoclassical 
Economics. It developed in the 18th century based on the idea that Economics can be 

analyzed mathematically and scientifically. 

Comparison between Different Economic Schools 

 

 Classic Neoclassical 

The economy is integrated 
by… 

class individuals 

People are… selfish and rational (but 
rationality is defined in terms 
of class) 

Selfish and rational 

The world is… true ("iron laws") true, with a calculable risk 

The most important area of 
the economy is… 

the production commerce and consumption 

The economy changes by… the accumulation of capital 
(investment) 

the individual elections 

Recommendations on 
economic policy 

free trade free market or 
interventionism, depending 
on the economist's point of 
view on market failures and 
government failures 
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 Institutionalist Behaviorist 

The economy is integrated 
by… 

people and institutions people, organizations and 
institutions 

the people are... stratified (instinct / habit / 
belief / reason) 

rationally limited and 
stratified 

The world is… complex and uncertain complex and uncertain 

The most important area of 
the economy is… 

It does not have a defined 
point of view, but it puts more 
emphasis on production than 
the neoclassical 

It does not have a defined 
point of view, but it tends to 
highlight the production 

The economy changes by… the interaction between 
people and institutions 

does not have a defined 
point of view 

Recommendations on 
economic policy 

ambiguous, depends on the 
economist 

It does not have a defined 
point of view, but it is willing 
to accept intervention by the 
State 

 
 



 

 Marxism Developmentalist Austrian Schumpeterian Keynesian 

The economy is 
integrated by… 

classes does not have a defined 
point of view, but 
focuses more on the 
classes 

Individuals does not have a 
defined point of view 

classes 

the people are... selfish and rational, 
except for the 
workers who fight 
for socialism 

does not have a defined 
point of view 

selfish but 
stratified (they 
are only 
rational 
because they 
accept the 
tradition 
without 
questioning it) 

It does not have a 
defined point of view, 
but it emphasizes 
non-rational 
entrepreneurship 

not very 
rational (they 
get carried 
away by the 
habits and the 
"animal 
spirits"); his 
point of view 
about 
selfishness is 
ambiguous 

The world is… true ("laws of 
motion") 

uncertain, but does not 
have a definite point of 
view 

complex and 
uncertain 

complex, but your 
point of view is not 
defined 

uncertain 

The most important 
area of the economy 
is… 

the production  The production trade the production ambiguous 
point of view, 
but a minority 
pays attention 
to the 
production 

The economy 
changes by… 

the class struggle, 
the accumulation of 
capital and 
technological 
progress 

the development of 
productive capacities 

individual 
choices, but 
rooted in 
tradition 

technological 
innovation 

ambiguous 
point of view, 
depends on 
the economist 

Recommendations 
on economic policy 

socialist revolution 
and central planning 

temporary protection 
and intervention by the 
State 

free market ambiguous anyway, 
capitalism is doomed 
to atrophy 

active fiscal 
policies, 
distribution of 
income in 
favor of the 
poorest 



 

Middle East Economy  
 
The economy in the Middle East ranges from the poorest countries in the region (such as 
Yemen) to the more developed nations (such as Iran and Saudi Arabia). In 2007, according to 
CIA data, a positive growth rate has been maintained, as it contains the largest oil reserves in 
the world. The three countries with the highest GDP in 2006 are: Qatar ($ 36,632), United Arab 
Emirates ($ 34,109) and Kuwait ($ 20,886). 
i 
Middle East is very uneven. In 2016, the richest 10% of the population owns 63% of the 
national income. 
 
The economic structure of the countries of the Middle East are different in the sense that while 
some nations are only dependent on exporting oil and its derivatives (Saudi Arabia, UAE and 
Kuwait), others have a large economic base (Turkey and Egypt). The economic activities of the 
Middle East are: oil and its derivatives, agriculture, cotton cultivation, the textile industry, the 
production of leather products, manufacturing of military equipment (weapons, ammunition, 
tanks, submarines, missiles). Banking is also an important sector of the economy, especially in 
the UAE and Bahrain. Tourism, with the exception of Turkey and Egypt, is not fully exploited. 
In recent years, countries have begun to have a large number of tourists as their governments 
improved the infrastructure of cities, especially in Dubai in the UAE where tourists grow to 
almost 10% annually. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As can be seen, oil and its derivatives are the mainstay of the economy in most countries, 

such as Saudi Arabia, Iraq, United Arab Emirates, Kuwait, Iran and Oman. In 2015, crude oil 

exports from these nations accounted for 41.3% of the world total, reaching a value close to 

325,000 million dollars. 



 

 

On the other hand, the map highlights that some other countries have sought different ways to 

boost their economies. For example, Israel has opted for electronic products, software and 

pharmaceuticals, while countries such as Armenia and Afghanistan base their economy on the 

exploitation of minerals and other natural resources. In 2013, opium was the most important 

Afghan crop through the commercialization of derivatives such as morphine and heroin, which 

generated profits that represented about 15% of the country's GDP. 

  
 
Arab Economic Integration (AEI) 
 
Arab integration, efforts aimed at achieving closer cooperation and assimilation between 
different Arab countries and sub regions. 
 
This integration could be meant as political, economic, or institutional. The term has been used 
in various frameworks, and its meaning has evolved and shifted over time. Originally employed 
as part of a larger project aimed at unifying the numerous Arab countries into a single Arab 
nation, Arab integration has also been discussed in strictly economic terms. When studied in 
this perspective, it is associated with efforts by Arab countries to liberalize their economies and 
connect with global markets. 
 
Since the AEI (Arab Economic Integration) plans failed across history have failed, in this XXI 
century, the influence of the Arab League Countries in the global economy has grown. We 
have to identify the general equilibrium model for each country affected with the AEI could be 
beneficial. The changes that AEI would bring could then be introduced to determine the likely 
impact for each country and for the region as a whole. Given that economic integration could 
take the form of shallow integration or deep integration, different simulations would have to be 
carried out under various assumptions.  
 

 
The strongest economies in the Arab League 
The three countries with the best economy belonging to the Arab League  are: 
 
It is important to take into account that the economy of each country is analyzed by sections 
such as services, minerals, textiles and others. The percentages shown in each of these parts 
refers to the internal composition of each section of the economy shown but not to the 
economy of the contry in general. 
(Recommendation: search about the economy of your country and analyze what are the 
products that best sustain it) 

 

 United Arab Emirates: According to the ECI index analyzed by the Harvard University 
a published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics shows that this country is positioned on 
the 60th place with a score of 0.0575 referring to ECI. 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Arab
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/integration
https://www.britannica.com/topic/market


 

United Arab Emirates Economy is based on:  

 Machinery: Computer (15.05%) –Gas turbines (9.13%) 

 Minerals: Petroleum oils crude (65.07%) –Petroleum oils refined (23.97%) –
Petroleum gases (8.35%) 

 Metals: -Gold (42.11%) - Jewelry of precious metal (26.13%) –Diamonds 
(25.56%) 

 Electronics: Transmission apparatus for radio, telephone and TV (64.60%) 

 

 

 

 

 

According to the following graphs and information shown we can conclude that the 
principal areas of the economy in which this country is based are: Minerals and other 
products that don’t classify into this analysis. 

 Saudi Arabia: According to the ranking analyzed by the Harvard University this country 
is positioned on the 56th place with 0.125 score on ECI. 

Saudi Arabia economy is based on: 

 Services: -Travel and Tourism (67.00%) – Transport (23.20%) 

 Textiles: -Nonwoven textiles (30.68%)-Woven fabric of synthetic filament yarn 
(14.16%) 

 Agriculture:-Toilet paper (7.63%)-Fermented milk products (6.28%)-Cheese 
(5.76%) 

 Stone:-Gold (42.22%) – Jewelry of precious metal (18.97%) 

 Minerals: Petroleum oils, crude (82.96%) –Petroleum oils, refined (12.94%) 

 Chemical: Polymers of ethylene (33.41%) –Acyclic Alcohols (17.93%) – 
Polymers of propylene (14.10%) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
According to the following data the minerals (petroleum) and the chemicals are the principal 
products that sustain the Saudi Arabian economy.  

 
 

 Qatar: According to the ranking analyzed by the Harvard University this country is 
positioned on the 82th place with -0.386 score on ECI  
 
Qatar economy principally is based on: 

 Services:-Transport (13.39%) – Travel and Tourism (7.84%) 

 Minerals:-Petroleum gases (56.35%) – Petroleum oils, crude (28.29%) – 
Petroleum oils, refined (14.56%) 

  
 
 
 
 
Taking into account the information already given by the graphics shown the economy of Qatar 
is principally based on the exportation of products as Petroleum and also this economy is 
based on the tourism.  
 
 
According to the information already suminstraded and information general from each country 
of the Middle East we can conclude that the products that more impact have on the economy 
of this big countries are, minerals and services. 
 
This information is fundamental due to the fact that we can know which are the products that 
are find in the territory of the Middle East, and on this way know the stability of each one of 
these economies. 
 
Recommendation: For each one of the delegates is very important to know how is your economy, what natural resources are 
used on it, what is the section of the economy that principally sustain this, what are the principal countries in which the 
products are being export. With all the information you are able to do some plans according to the topic and in this way you 
already know with what monetary resources you count to develop each of your plans. You can use the following link to know 
about your country economy: 
http://atlas.cid.harvard.edu/explore/?country=183&partner=undefined&product=undefined&productClass=HS&startYear=undefined&tar
get=Product&year=2017 

 
 
Elements that are the basis of the Middle Eastern economy 

 
Petroleum 
The term ‘Middle East’ focuses on the oil-rich countries in south-west Asia including 
Iran, Iraq, Syria, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, United Arab Emirates (UAE), 
Oman, and Yemen. These ten countries together have an area of 5.1 million square 
kilometers, or about 3.4% of the Earth’s land surface, but they possess according to 
BP’s 2012 Statistical Review of World Energy, 48% of world’s known oil reserves and 
38% of natural gas reserves.  

http://atlas.cid.harvard.edu/explore/?country=183&partner=undefined&product=undefined&productClass=HS&startYear=undefined&target=Product&year=2017
http://atlas.cid.harvard.edu/explore/?country=183&partner=undefined&product=undefined&productClass=HS&startYear=undefined&target=Product&year=2017


 

 
Natural Gas 
For years, natural gas in the Middle East was overshadowed by the region’s dominant 
energy source — oil. In fact, most of the region’s natural gas was only discovered while 
looking for oil. It was then often flared because the cost of development was considered 
too high. 
 
But natural gas is one of the cleanest burning fossil fuels and demand for it has been 
rising as governments seek cost-effective ways to reduce their reliance on carbon-
intensive coal and oil-burning power plants. As a result of growing global demand, 
governments and industry across the Middle East are now expanding natural gas 
production infrastructure in order to extract and monetize the region’s extensive supply. 

 
Travel and Tourism 
Over the past decade, the Middle East has developed into a global hub for tourism and 
leisure. Visitors are attracted to the region’s retail offerings, hotels, beaches, and unique 
experiences such as a trip to the top of Burj Khalifa, Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque in the 
UAE, Museum of Islamic Art in Qatar and the old-fashioned souks in Oman. However, 
new winds of change will require further transformation within the travel and tourism 
industry in the region. 

 
 
Important concepts of economy and index that help calculating it: 
 

 Economic Complexity 

A measure of the knowledge in a society as expressed in the products it makes. The 
economic complexity of a country is calculated based on the diversity of exports a 
country produces and their ubiquity, or the number of the countries able to produce 
them (and those countries’ complexity). 

Countries that are able to sustain a diverse range of productive know-how, including 
sophisticated, unique know-how, are found to be able to produce a wide diversity of 
goods, including complex products that few other countries can make. 

 Economic Complexity Index (ECI) 

A rank of countries based on how diversified and complex their export basket is. 
Countries that are home to a great diversity of productive know-how, particularly 
complex specialized know-how, are able to produce a great diversity of sophisticated 
products. 

The complexity of a country’s exports is found to highly predict current income levels, or 
where complexity exceed expectations for a country’s income level, the country is 
predicted to experience more rapid growth in the future. ECI therefore provides a useful 
measure of economic development. 



 

 

 Economic Complexity Outlook Index (COI) 

A measure of how many complex products are near a country’s current set of 
productive capabilities. The COI captures the ease of diversification for a country, where 
a high COI reflects an abundance of nearby complex products that rely on similar 
capabilities or know-how as that present in current production. Complexity outlook 
captures the connectedness of an economy’s existing capabilities to drive easy (or 
hard) diversification into related complex production, using the Product Space. 

A low complexity outlook reflects that a country has few products that are a short 
distance away, so will find it difficult to acquire new know-how and increase their 
economic complexity. 

 Product Complexity Index (PCI) 

Ranks the diversity and sophistication of the productive know-how required to produce a 
product. PCI is calculated based on how many other countries can produce the product 
and the economic complexity of those countries. In effect, PCI captures the amount and 
sophistication of know-how required to produce a product. 

The most complex products (that only a few, highly complex countries can produce) 
include sophisticated machinery, electronics and chemicals, as compared to the least 
complex products (that nearly all countries including the least complex can produce) 
including raw materials and simple agricultural products. Specialized machinery is said 
to be complex as it requires a range of know-how in manufacturing, including the 
coordination of a range of highly skilled individuals’ know-how. 

 Revealed Comparative Advantage (RCA) 

A measure of whether a country is an exporter of a product, based on the relative 
advantage or disadvantage a country has in the export of a certain good. We use 
Balassa’s definition, which says that a country is an effective exporter of a product if it 
exports more than its “fair share,” or a share that is at least equal to the share of total 
world trade that the product represents (RCA greater than 1). 

 Diversity 

A measure of how many different types of products a country is able to make. The 
production of a good requires a specific set of know-how; therefore, a country’s total 
diversity is another way of expressing the amount of collective know-how held within 
that country. 



 

 
 
 
Economic Complexity 
 
A measure of the knowledge in a society as expressed in the products it makes. The 
economic complexity of a country is calculated based on the diversity of exports a 
country produces and their ubiquity, or the number of the countries able to produce 
them (and those countries’ complexity). 
 

Politics  
 
In the countries of Middle East the way of government is totally different than the one that we 
commonly known. 
Each country of the Middle East has a different way to govern, so in the table below there is 
indicated the different countries and what type of government they used on their territory. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Monarchy - a government in which the supreme power is lodged in the hands of a 
monarch who reigns over a state or territory, usually for life and by hereditary right; the 
monarch may be either a sole absolute ruler or a sovereign - such as a king, queen, or 
prince - with constitutionally limited authority.  

 
 Parliamentary democracy - a political system in which the legislature (parliament) 

selects the government - a prime minister, premier, or chancellor along with the cabinet 
ministers - according to party strength as expressed in elections; by this system, the 
government acquires a dual responsibility: to the people as well as to the parliament.  
 

 Parliamentary government (Cabinet-Parliamentary government) - a government in 
which members of an executive branch (the cabinet and its leader - a prime minister, 
premier, or chancellor) are nominated to their positions by a legislature or parliament, 
and are directly responsible to it; this type of government can be dissolved at will by the 
parliament (legislature) by means of a no confidence vote or the leader of the cabinet 
may dissolve the parliament if it can no longer function.  
 

 Parliamentary monarchy - a state headed by a monarch who is not actively involved in 
policy formation or implementation (i.e., the exercise of sovereign powers by a monarch 



 

in a ceremonial capacity); true governmental leadership is carried out by a cabinet and 
its head - a prime minister, premier, or chancellor - who are drawn from a legislature 
(parliament).  
 

 Presidential - a system of government where the executive branch exists separately 
from a legislature (to which it is generally not accountable).  
 

 Republic - a representative democracy in which the people elected deputies 
(representatives), not the people themselves, vote on legislation.  

 
 Theocracy - a form of government in which a Deity is recognized as the supreme civil 

ruler, but the Deity's laws are interpreted by ecclesiastical authorities (bishops, mullahs, 
etc.); a government subject to religious authority.  

 
 Islamic republic - a particular form of government adopted by some Muslim states; 

although such a state is, in theory, a theocracy, it remains a republic, but its laws are 
required to be compatible with the laws of Islam. 

 

Culture and religion 

 
The Middle East is the birthplace of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, allmonotheistic religions 
that grew from the same tradition. Each religion used the texts from earlier groups, and so they 
share many rules and beliefs. For example, Islam and Judaism observe the same dietary rules 
and have a similar focus on religion as a foundation for civil law. All three share a tradition of 
prophets, from Adam and Abraham to Solomon and Joseph. Jesus is significant for both 
Christianity and Islam, and Muslims in addition follow the teachings of Muhammad. 
 

 Islam/Muslim:  

Islam is an Abrahamic, monotheistic, universal religion teaching that there is only one 
God (Arabic: Allah), and that Muhammad is the messenger of God. It is the world's second-
largest religion with over 1.8 billion followers or 24% of the world's population, most 
commonly known as Muslims. Muslims make up a majority of the population in 50 countries 
Islam teaches that God is merciful, all-powerful, and unique, and has guided humankind 
through prophets, revealed scriptures and natural signs. The primary scriptures of Islam are 
the Quran, viewed by Muslims as the verbatim word of God, and the teachings and 
normative examples (called the sunnah, composed of accounts called hadith) of 
Muhammad. 

Muslims believe that Islam is the complete and universal version of a primordial faith that 
was revealed many times before through prophets 
including Adam, Abraham, Moses and Jesus. Muslims consider the Quran in its 
original Arabic to be the unaltered and final revelation of God.  Like other Abrahamic 
religions, Islam also teaches a final judgment with the righteous rewarded paradise and 
unrighteous punished in hell. Religious concepts and practices include the Five Pillars of 
Islam, which are obligatory acts of worship, and following Islamic law (sharia), which 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/globalconnections/mideast/glossary/term/monotheism_monotheistic.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/globalconnections/mideast/glossary/term/muhammad.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abrahamic_religions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monotheism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion#Morphological_classification
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tawhid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tawhid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhammad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prophets_and_messengers_in_Islam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muslims
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islam_by_country
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God_in_Islam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercy#Islam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Omnipotence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tawhid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prophets_and_messengers_in_Islam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islamic_holy_books
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ayah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quran
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/verbatim
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sunnah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hadith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fitra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adam_in_Islam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_in_Islam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moses_in_Islam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_in_Islam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quran
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arabic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abrahamic_religions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abrahamic_religions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jahannam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Five_Pillars_of_Islam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Five_Pillars_of_Islam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sharia


 

touches on virtually every aspect of life and society, 
from banking and welfare to women and the environment. The cities 
of Mecca, Medina and Jerusalem are home to the three holiest sites in Islam. 

 Sharian Law: 

Sharia is a now a familiar term to Muslims and non-Muslims. It can often be 

heard in news stories about politics, crime, feminism, terrorism and 

civilization. 

All aspects of a Muslim's life are governed by Sharia. Sharia law comes from 

a combination of sources including the Qur'an (the Muslim holy book), 

the Hadith (sayings and conduct of the prophet Muhammad) and fatwas (the 

rulings of Islamic scholars). 

Many people, including Muslims, misunderstand Sharia. It's often associated 

with the amputation of limbs, death by stoning, lashes and other medieval 

punishments. Because of this, it is sometimes thought of as draconian. Some 

people in the West view Sharia as archaic and unfair social ideas that are 

imposed upon people who live in Sharia-controlled countries. 

Many Muslims, however, hold a different view. In the Islamic tradition Sharia 

is seen as something that nurtures humanity. They see the Sharia not in the 

light of something primitive but as something divinely revealed. In a society 

where social problems are endemic, Sharia frees humanity to realize its 

individual potential. 

 Chiitas and Sunitas: 

The death of the Prophet Muhammad, without a clear successor, marked the 
beginning of a rivalry within Islam between two great currents-the Shiites and 
the Sunnis-that continues to this day.  

 
The lack of agreement on who would be the new spiritual successor of the 
Prophet ended up becoming a crack within Islam that was deepened over the 
centuries. And what was born as a confrontation of a religious type was 
transformed, over time, into a geopolitical dispute as complex as it is 
dangerous, as well as in the cause that very often waves terrorism to justify 
its reason.  

 
With more than 1500 million faithful, Islam is the official religion of many 
countries, whose constitutions and legal sources are based or inspired to a 
large extent in the Koran. In this context, although both branches have points 
of agreement - they all adhere to the basic pillars of Islam - one of their 
differences is that for the Shiites the Imam is an intermediary between Allah 
and the community, and for the Sunni only leads the prayer and watch over 
the community.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islamic_banking_and_finance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zakat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Women_in_Islam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islamic_ethics#Environmentalism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mecca
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerusalem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holiest_sites_in_Islam
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/texts/quran_1.shtml


 

 
 

 It is estimated that Shiites represent 15% of Muslims, while Sunnis comprise 
the remaining 85%, according to the Pew Center Research. Beyond the 
similarities and differences between both currents, it is the pregnancy of the 
religious over the political - a common feature between both - which makes it 
difficult to separate the sacred from the profane when analyzing the high level 
of conflict in the region. In line with its numerical superiority, Sunnis are the 
majority in Saudi Arabia, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Jordan, Kuwait, Yemen, 
UAE, Egypt, Tunisia, Qatar, Libya, Turkey and Syria; while there is a Shia 
majority in Iran, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Iraq and Lebanon. It is enough to look at 
the multiplicity of alliances and confrontations that are taking place today 
between these and other nations to detect, quite frequently, connections with 
this historical confrontation. However, not everything that happens there can 
explain the conflict between Sunnis and Shiites. It is, in any case, a factor that 
is combined with others, political, economic, territorial or strategic. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Judaism:  
monotheistic religion developed among the ancient Hebrews. Judaism is characterized 
by a belief in one transcendent God who revealed himself to Abraham, Moses, and 
the Hebrew prophets and by a religious life in accordance with Scriptures and rabbinic 
traditions. Judaism is the complex phenomenon of a total way of life for the Jewish 
people, comprising theology, law, and innumerable cultural traditions. 

 

 Christianity:  monotheistic Abrahamic religion based on the life, teachings and miracles 
of Jesus of Nazareth, as they are presented in the New Testament, which is the second 
part of the Bible, the sacred book of Christians 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/monotheism
https://www.britannica.com/topic/religion
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Hebrew
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/transcendent
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Abraham
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Moses-Hebrew-prophet
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Hebrew
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Hebrew-Bible
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/comprising
https://www.britannica.com/topic/theology


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Kurdos Community: Kurdistan is a region of the Middle East not explicitly 

defined. It covers between 300,000 and 400,000 square kilometers, spread across 

Turkey, Iraq, Iran and Syria. What distinguishes it is that it is the territory in which the 

Kurds were always settled. 

 

This ethnic group has many peculiarities. Their cultural and historical roots are very 

close to the Iranians, but they have their own language. While they are Muslims, the 

majority branch is Sunni Islam, not Shiite. 

 

But what truly sets them apart from other communities is their eternal struggle for 

territorial sovereignty. Despite being more than 30 million according to conservative 

estimates, they could never build a state - at least not for a sufficiently long period. 

  
 

 Other relevant thing on this culture is that the women are seen as the ones that give 
lives, take care of the children, make the food, are in charge of the origination of the 
home, and are the ones that less rights have in this types of countries, they are not able 
to be in politics of the nation in some cases they don’t have the right of voting and some 
others rights that for the men are fundamental for them. 

 Also it is important to take into account that most of the internal wars into this nation are 
caused by the religion, the power in terms of religion and in most of cases for territory 
so they can profess their believes in a free way. A clear example of it is the complicit 
between the Syrian government and the Islamic State. 

  

 

 

 

 



 

Geography 

 
The following map will show the way the countries that are part of the Arab League are 
positioned. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Military 
 

The Arab League as an organization has no military force, like the United Nations or the European 
Union, but recently in the 2007 summit, the Leaders decided to reactivate their joint defense 

and establish a peacekeeping force to deploy in South Lebanon, Darfur, Iraq, Somalia, and other 

hot spots. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
International treaties 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Somalia


 

Joint Military force of the Arab League 

  
The Arab League as an organization has no military force, like the United Nations or 
the European Union, but recently in the 2007 summit, the Leaders decided to reactivate their 
joint defense and establish a peacekeeping force to deploy in South 
Lebanon, Darfur, Iraq, Somalia, and other hot spots. In 2015 the heads of Arab league 
countries agreed to form a joint Arab military force. This force would comprise some 42,000 
elite troops, supported by war planes, naval vessels and light armor. 
 

 

The Middle East in global policies and regional dynamics 

 

 

International treaties and relations 
 
International treaties 
 

 United Nations: The United Nations (UN) is an intergovernmental organization tasked 
with maintaining international peace and security, developing friendly relations among 
nations, achieving international co-operation, and being a centre for harmonizing the 
actions of nations 

 CENTO: The CENTO (Central Treaty Organization), also called the Baghdad Pact, was 

formed in 1955 by Iran, Iraq, Pakistan, the United Kingdom and Turkey. 

Its original name was METO (Middle East Treaty Organization: Organization of the 

Middle East Treaty). Although US pressure along with promises of military and 

economic generosity were key in the negotiations prior to the agreement, the United 

States decided not to participate to avoid hostilities with Arab countries, with which it 

was still trying to cultivate friendly relations. 

Some considered the pact as a British attempt to preserve its influence in the Middle 

East in place of the loss of its empire in India. In 1958 the United States joined the 

military committee of the alliance. It is considered one of the least profitable alliances of 

the Cold War. The headquarters of the organization was initially located in Baghdad, 

Iraq. 

 MNOAL: The Movement of Non-Aligned Countries (MPNA or MNOAL) is a grouping of 

States formed during the Cold War, the geopolitical and ideological world conflict of the 

second half of the 20th century that manifested itself with the indirect confrontation 

between the Soviet Union and the United States. The purpose of the MPNA was to 

maintain its neutral position and not to ally with any of the superpowers already named. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arab_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Lebanon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Lebanon
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Although the Berlin Wall has fallen (November 9, 1989) and the USSR has been 

dissolved (1991), the organization remains in force. 
 

 OMC: The World Trade Organization (WTO) is the only international organization that 
deals with the rules that govern trade between countries. The pillars on which it rests 
are the WTO Agreements, which have been negotiated and signed by most of the 
countries participating in world trade and ratified by their respective Parliaments. The 
objective is to ensure that commercial exchanges are carried out in the most fluid, 
predictable and free manner possible. 

 
In addition, the WTO has various functions: it administers a global system of trade rules, 
it functions as a forum for the negotiation of trade agreements, it deals with the solution 
of trade disputes among its Members and meets the needs of developing countries. 

 

 IMF: The International Monetary Fund (IMF) is an organization of 189 countries, 
working to foster global monetary cooperation, secure financial stability, facilitate 
international trade, promote high employment and sustainable economic growth, and 
reduce poverty around the world. 

Created in 1945, the IMF is governed by and accountable to the 189 countries that 
make up its near-global membership. 

The IMF's primary purpose is to ensure the stability of the international monetary 
system—the system of exchange rates and international payments that enables 
countries (and their citizens) to transact with each other. The Fund's mandate was 
updated in 2012 to include all macroeconomic and financial sector issues that bear on 
global stability. 

 SAAKC: The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) is the 
regional intergovernmental organization and geopolitical union of states in South Asia. 
Its member states include Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 
the Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. SAARC comprises 3% of the world's area, 
21% of the world's population and 3.8% (US$2.9 trillion) of the global economy, as of 
2015. 
SAARC was founded in Dhaka on 8 December 1985. Its secretariat is based 
in Kathmandu, Nepal. The organization promotes development of economic 
and regional integration. It launched the South Asian Free Trade Area in 2006.SAARC 
maintains permanent diplomatic relations at the United Nations as an observer and has 
developed links with multilateral entities, including the European Union. 

 CCEAG: The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf (also known by its 
acronym: SACMI) is a regional organization formed by six nations of the Near East, 
formerly known as: Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). Created on May 25, 1981, the 
Council is made up of Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates. 

http://www.imf.org/external/np/exr/facts/glance.htm


 

 OPEP: The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) is 
an intergovernmental organization of 14nations, founded in 1960 in Baghdad by the first 
five members (Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, and Venezuela), and headquartered 
since 1965 in Vienna, Austria. As of September 2018, the then 14 member countries 
accounted for an estimated 44 percent of global oil production and 81.5 percent of the 
world's "proven" oil reserves, giving OPEC a major influence on global oil prices that 
were previously determined by the so called "Seven Sisters” grouping of multinational 
oil companies. 

The stated mission of the organization is to "coordinate and unify the petroleum policies 
of its member countries and ensure the stabilization of oil markets, in order to secure an 
efficient, economic and regular supply of petroleum to consumers, a steady income to 
producers, and a fair return on capital for those investing in the petroleum industry.” The 
organization is also a significant provider of information about the international oil 
market. The current OPEC members are the 
following: Algeria, Angola, Ecuador, Equatorial 
Guinea, Gabon, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Libya, Nigeria, the Republic of the Congo, Saudi 
Arabia (the de facto leader), United Arab Emirates, 
and Venezuela. Indonesia and Qatar are former members. 

 Iran Nuclear Agreement (P5+1): The Iran nuclear agreement, in which the 
international community agreed with the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action. Will 
ensure that Iran’s nuclear programme will be exclusively peaceful and mark a 
fundamental shift in their approach to this issue. They anticipate that full implementation 
of this JCPOA will positively contribute to regional and international peace and security. 
Iran reaffirms that under no circumstances will Iran ever seek, develop or acquire any 
nuclear weapons. 

 NPT: The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, commonly known as 
the Non-Proliferation Treaty or NPT, is an international treaty whose objective is to 
prevent the spread of nuclear weapons and weapons technology, to promote 
cooperation in the peaceful uses of nuclear energy, and to further the goal of 
achieving disarmament and general and complete disarmament. Between 1965 and 
1968, the treaty was negotiated by the Eighteen 
Nation Committee on Disarmament, a United 
Nations-sponsored organization based 

in Geneva, Switzerland. 
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 FTA: A free trade agreement (FTA) consists of a regional or bilateral trade agreement to 
expand the market of goods and services between participating countries from different 
continents or basically around the world. This consists of the elimination or substantial 
reduction of tariffs for goods between the parties, and agreements on services. This 
agreement is governed by the rules of the World Trade Organization (WTO) or by 
mutual agreement between countries. 

 The Rome Statute: Is the constituent instrument of the International Criminal Court. It 
was adopted in the city of Rome, Italy, on July 17, 1998, during the "Diplomatic 
Conference of Plenipotentiaries of the United Nations on the Establishment of an 
International Criminal Court." 

 

Internal relation between Arab countries: (Internal relation) 

In recent years, the relations between these countries have not been in the best possible way. 
For example, Qatar has recently lost a lot of international support because they are accusing it 
of having some ties with terrorist groups. In the case of Syria, this nation has been losing much 
international support due to  the conflict that this has been living for several years because the 
intense religion and the ambition of its rulers. Other Arab countries are facing social problems 
since their population is not in totally satisfied with the decisions that the leaders of these 
nations are taking, and this makes them seem unworthy in the eyes of the government. In 
short, the internal relations between the Arab countries are not the best and each time the 
countries belonging to this area are losing international support that is fundamental to them. 

Internal conflicts: 

The Arab–Israeli conflict 

Refers to the political tension, military conflicts and disputes between a number of Arab 
countries and Israel. The roots of the Arab–Israeli conflict are attributed to the rise 
of Zionism and Arab nationalism towards the end of the 19th century. Part of the dispute arises 
from the conflicting claims to the land. Territory regarded by the Jewish people as 
their ancestral homeland is at the same time regarded by the Pan-Arab movement as 
historically and currently belonging to the Palestinians, and in the Pan-Islamic context, 
as Muslim lands. 
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The sectarian conflict between Palestinian Jews and Arabs emerged in the early 20th century, 
peaking into a full-scale civil warin 1947 and transforming into the First Arab–Israeli War in 
May 1948, following the Israeli Declaration of Independence. Large-scale hostilities mostly 
ended with the cease-fire agreements after the 1973 Yom Kippur War. Peace agreements 
were signed between Israel and Egypt in 1979, resulting in Israeli withdrawal from the Sinai 
Peninsula and abolishment of the military governance system in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, in favor of Israeli Civil Administration and consequent unilateral annexation of the Golan 
Heights and East Jerusalem. 

The nature of the conflict has shifted over the years from the large-scale, regional Arab–Israeli 
conflict to a more local Israeli–Palestinian conflict, which peaked during the 1982 Lebanon 
War. With the decline of the First Palestinian Intifada, the interim Oslo Accords led to the 
creation of the Palestinian National Authority in 1994, within the context of the Israeli–
Palestinian peace process. The same year Israel and Jordan reached a peace accord. A 
cease-fire has been largely maintained between Israel and Baathist Syria, as well as with 
Lebanon since 2006. Despite the peace agreements with Egypt and Jordan, interim peace 
accords with the Palestinian Authority and the generally existing cease-fire, until mid-2010s the 
Arab League and Israel had remained at odds with each other over many issues. 

Developments in the course of the Syrian Civil War reshuffled the situation near Israel's 
northern border, putting the Syrian Arab Republic, Hezbollah and the Syrian opposition at odds 
with each other and complicating their relations with Israel, upon the emerging warfare with 
Iran. The conflict between Israel and Hamas-ruled Gaza, is also attributed to the Iran–Israel 
proxy conflict in the region. By 2017, Israel and several Arab Sunni states led by Saudi Arabia, 
formed a semi-official coalition to confront Iran - a move which some marked as the fading of 
the Arab-Israeli Conflict. 

Arab Spring: 

Was a series of anti-government protests, uprisings, and armed rebellions that spread across 
North Africa and the Middle East in late 2010. It began in response to oppressive regimes and 
a low standard of living, beginning with protests in Tunisia (Nourished, 2011; Maleki, 2011).In 
the news, social media has been heralded as the driving force behind the swift spread of 
revolution throughout the world, as new protests appear in response to success stories shared 
from those taking place in other countries (see Howard, 2011). In many countries, the 
governments have also recognized the importance of social media for organizing and have 
shut down certain sites or blocked Internet service entirely, especially in the times preceding a 
major rally (see The Telegraph, 2011) Governments have also scrutinized or suppressed 
discussion in those forums through accusing content creators of unrelated crimes or shutting 
down communication on specific sites or groups, such as through Facebook (Solomon, 2011; 
Seyid, 2011). 
The effects of the Tunisian Revolution spread strongly to five other 
countries: Libya, Egypt, Yemen, Syria and Bahrain, where either the regime was toppled or 
major uprisings or social violence occurred, including riots, civil wars or insurgencies. 
Sustained street demonstrations took place in Morocco, Iraq, Algeria, Iranian 
Khuzestan, Lebanon, Jordan, Kuwait, Oman and Sudan. Minor protests occurred 
in Djibouti, Mauritania, the Palestinian National Authority, Saudi Arabia, and the Moroccan-
occupied Western Sahara. A major slogan of the demonstrators in the Arab world is ash-shaʻb 
yurīd isqāṭ an-niẓām ("the people want to bring down the regime"). 
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The wave of initial revolutions and protests faded by mid-2012, as many Arab Spring 
demonstrations were met with violent responses from authorities, as well as from pro-
government militias, counter-demonstrators and militaries. These attacks were answered with 
violence from protestors in some cases. Large-scale conflicts resulted: the Syrian Civil War, 
the Iraqi insurgency and the following civil war the Egyptian Crisis, coup, and subsequent 
unrest and insurgency; the Libyan Civil War; and the Yemeni Crisis and following civil war. 

Iraq 

Wars have also been a constant in recent decades for this country, which became 
independent from the United Kingdom in 1932. The last armed conflict broke out in 2014, 
causing a massive displacement never before seen in Iraq. 

The occupation of the city of Mosul by the Islamic State and the subsequent counter-offensive 
by the government army have caused more than three million people to be displaced from their 
homes. At the end of 2017, the Islamic State was practically defeated and the levels of 
violence have decreased substantially. 

Syria 

Syria had been a country that had not been practically affected by the armed conflicts in the 
area since its independence in 1945. However, the protests started in 2011 in the framework of 
the Arab Spring ended up degenerating into a bloody war that still persists. 

5.6 million Syrians are refugees in the countries of the region and 6.6 million remain in the 
country as internally displaced persons. The war reached its seventh year in March and there 
is practically no area of the country that has not been affected by the bombing, the fighting and 
the attacks. 

Yemen 

The war that began in 2015 in Yemen has caused what for many is already the worst 
humanitarian catastrophe of our time. 22 million people are in need of humanitarian aid and 
cholera has spread throughout the country, affecting more than one million people. 

The closure of borders imposed in 2017 has caused the price of food to double and 8 million 
people could die of hunger if the situation persists. Malnutrition has especially affected children 
and it is estimated that every 10 minutes a child dies of hunger in the country. 

Gaza Strip 
 
Gaza Strip, territory occupying 140 square miles along the Mediterranean Sea just northeast of 
the Sinai Peninsula. The Gaza Strip is unusual in being a densely settled area not recognized 
as a jure part of any extant country.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Iraqi-Kurdish conflict 
 
The Iraqi-Kurdish initiated with the Iraqi Kurdistan referendum in 2017, which states the 
independence, with a 93.25 percent of votes in favour for independence. Prolonged the conflict 
went to diplomatic crisis between the regional Iraqi and Kurdistan government. Both sides lost 
resources, but this is just the starting of the problem, the worst part is coming… 
 
Lebanon conflict 
 

The 2007 Lebanon conflict began when fighting broke out between Fatah al-Islam, 
an Islamist militant organization, and the Lebanese Armed Forces (LAF) on May 20, 2007 
in Nahr al-Bared, an UNRWA Palestinian refugee camp near Tripoli. 

It was the most severe internal fighting since Lebanon's 1975–90 civil war. The conflict 
revolved mostly around the siege of Nahr el-Bared, but minor clashes also occurred in the Ain 
al-Hilweh refugee camp in southern Lebanon and several terrorist bombings took place in and 
around Lebanon's capital, Beirut. Fighting ended in September 2007. 

The background of this war is principally: 

 

External conflicts that affects Arab contries: 

Iran 
 
Throughout the world there is great relief and optimism about the nuclear agreement reached 
in Vienna between Iran and the P5 + 1 nations, the five countries with veto rights of the United 
Nations Security Council and Germany. The majority of the world apparently shares the 
assessment of the United States Armament Control Association that "the Joint and Complete 
Action Plan establishes a solid and effective formula to block for more than one generation all 
the roads for which Iran could acquire material to make nuclear weapons and a verification 
system of indefinite duration to detect immediately and to dissuade possible attempts of Iran to 
achieve in a secret way nuclear weapon. 
 
The Greatest Threat 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fatah_al-Islam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islamism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_designated_terrorist_organizations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lebanese_Armed_Forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nahr_al-Bared
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNRWA
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palestinian_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Palestinian_refugee_camps
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tripoli,_Lebanon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lebanon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lebanese_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nahr_el-Bared
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ain_al-Hilweh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ain_al-Hilweh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beirut


 

Opponents of the nuclear agreement accuse it of falling short. Some of those who support it 
agree that "for the treaty of Vienna to mean something, the entire Middle East must get rid of 
weapons of mass destruction." The author of these words, the Foreign Minister of Iran, Yavad 
Zarif, added that "Iran, as a country and since its current presidency of the Non-Aligned 
Movement (the governments of the great majority of the world population), is prepared to work 
with the international community to achieve these objectives, knowing that it is very good that, 
along the way, he will probably encounter many obstacles raised by looking with skepticism at 
peace and diplomacy." Iran has signed "an historic agreement", he continues, and now it is the 
turn of Israel, "the one who resists". 
 
In the United States it is almost a cliché between leaders and political commentators who will 
occupy that dishonorable position, but there is a world outside the United States and, although 
conventional media do not echo their opinions, they may be of interest. According to the first 
Western survey consortium, the prize for the "greatest threat" was taken by the United States, 
which the world considers the most serious threat to world peace by a wide margin. Second, 
well below, is Pakistan, whose position is probably inflated by the Indian vote. Iran is below 
those two, along with China, Israel, North Korea and Afghanistan. 
 
 
Iran’s Economy 
 
Iran is the 60th largest export economy in the world. In 2015, Iran exported $31.8B and 
imported $43.9B, resulting in a negative trade balance of $12.2B. The top exports of Iran are 
Crude Petroleum (18.3B), Ethylene Polymers ($2.4B), Acyclic Alcohols ($1.27B), other nuts 
($830M) and Peat ($694M), using the 1992 revision of the HS (Harmonized System) 
classification. Its top imports are Cars ($1.47B), Corn ($936M), Vehicle Parts ($932M), 
Jewellery ($885M) and Flat Flat-Rolled Steel ($860M). The top export destinations of Iran are 
China ($14.5B), India ($5.66B), Japan ($2.89B), South Korea ($2.11B) and Turkey ($1.3B). 
The top import origins are China ($17.8B), South Korea ($3.76B), Turkey ($3.13B), India 
($3.13B) and Germany ($2.19B). 
 
Iran Military Capabilities 
 
Manpower 
 
Going beyond military equipment totals and perceived fighting strength is the actual manpower 
that makes up a given military force. Wars, particularly those with high attrition, traditionally 
favor those with more manpower. 
 

Total Population 82,021,564 

Manpower Available 47,000,000 

Fit-for-Service 39,570,000 

Total Military Personnel 934,000 

Reserve Personnel 400,000 

Reaching Military Age 1,400,000 

Active Personnel 534,000 



 

 
Air Power 
 
Includes both fixed-wing and rotary-wing (helicopter) aircraft from all branches of service (Air 
Force, Navy, Army). Air power is just one important component of a modern military force. 
Attack Aircraft represent both fixed-wing and dedicated forms as well as light strike types 
(some basic and advanced trainers are designed from the outset to fulfill this role). Some 
fighter warplanes can double as attack types (as in Multirole Fighters). Transport and Trainer 
aircraft include both fixed-wing and rotary-wing types. The more versatility an air service can 
promote, the better its in-the-field experience can be. 
 

Total Aircraft Strength 505 

Attack Aircraft 158 

Trainer Aircraft 101 

Attack Helicopters 12 

Fighter Aircraft 150 

Transport Aircraft 192 

Total Helicopter Strength 145 

 
Army Strength 
 
Tank value includes Main Battle Tanks (MBTs) and light tanks (a few global operators still rely 
on such types) as well as those vehicles considered "tank destroyers" (whether wheeled or 
tracked). There is no distinction made between all-wheel and track-and-wheel designs. 
Armored Fighting Vehicle (AFV) value includes Armored Personnel Carriers (APCs) as well as 
Infantry Fighting Vehicles (IFVs) as these defined battlefield roles become more-and-more 
blurred over time. 
 

Combat Tanks 1,650 

Armored Fighting Vehicles 2,215 

Self-Propelled Artillery 440 

Towed Artillery 2,188 

Rocket Projectors 1,533 

Navy Strength 
 
Aircraft Carrier value includes both traditional aircraft carriers as well as "helicopter carrier" 
warships (the latter growing in popularity). Cruisers are no longer tracked due to their declining 
value on the world stage. Submarine values includes both diesel-electric and nuclear-powered 
types and no distinction is made between conventional-attack and nuclear-attack models. Total 
Naval Assets is not simply a sum of the presented navy ship category values but instead it 
includes ALL types such as auxiliary vessels (not tracked individually by GFP). 
 

Total Naval Assets 398 

Frigates  5 

Corvettes 3 

Patrol Craft 230 



 

Submarines 33 

Mine Warfare Vessels 10 

 
What is happening now? 
 
“Now, from the outside, this was an innocent-looking compound. It looks like a warehouse, but 
from the inside it contains Iran secret massive files… A few weeks ago, in an intelligence 
achievement, we obtained have a ton of the material inside…” – Benjamín Netanyahu (Iran’s 
Prime Minister). 
 
According to 2015 implementation of JCPOA, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
has to verify and monitor reports on Iran’s implementation of it, in accordance with UNCSR 
2231. with the previous statements, the UN organs have failed with the monitoring of Iran’s 
actions. 
 
Since Iran has a emerging economy, the recovery of it is hardly growing. The president of the 
United States declared that should be scrap an internationally-brokered nuclear deal, and 
there should be sanctions against Iran. 
 
The sanctions will promote the slowly recovering of the Iran’s economy. Trump’s administration 
repeatedly accused the Obama’s administration of permitting the Iran’s deal, and the actual 
administration is working on moving toward on the safety and security of the United States. 
 
Consequently, Iran’s spokesperson called Benjamin Netanyahu a “liar” towards the 
declarations of the country’s nuclear intentions. 
 
 
Syria 
 
Why is there a war? 
 
The war has changed dramatically over the last seven years, rapidly morphing into much more 
than a battle between those who are simply for and against President Assad. Several countries 
and groups are involved — each with its own agenda while collectively making the situation 
extremely complex. Key supporters of Syria's administration include Russia and Iran, while the 
U.S., Turkey and Saudi Arabia all back-government rebels. 
 
Last month, Amnesty International urged world leaders to double down on their efforts to 
urgently end the suffering of millions of Syrian citizens and bring an end to the "bloody assault" 
that has been raging for more than seven years. 
 
Syrian people affected 
 
By March, the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights had documented the deaths of over 
350,000 people — including 106,000 civilians. The figure, gathered by the U.K.-based 
monitoring group's network of sources in the war-torn country, does not include 56,900 people 



 

who it said were missing and presumed dead. The group also projected about 100,000 deaths 
had not been documented. The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
estimates that around 11 million Syrians have fled their homes since the outbreak of the civil 
war in March 2011, with the majority seeking refuge in neighboring countries or within Syria 
itself. 
The pre-war population of Syria was roughly 22 million, meaning so far around half of the 
country has been displaced. 
  
 
Countries involved in the Syrian country 

 
Iran 
What it's done: Tehran has been one of Assad's strongest backers, supporting loyalist forces 
with money, weapons and intelligence. Iran has also sent military advisers from its Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps to Syria and directed fighters from Hezbollah, a Lebanon-based 
militant group backed by Iran, which is also involved in the conflict. It has also organized 
paramilitary militia from Syria, Afghanistan and Iraq to fight for the Assad regime. Iran has set 
up multiple bases in Syria, raising concern in Israel that Tehran plans to stay in Syria for the 
long-haul.  
Why it's there: Iran and Syria had a mutual defense pact before the onset of the Syria civil war 
in 2011. Iran has sought to bolster the Assad regime in its fight against various rebel factions, 
many of which are backed Tehran's regional rivals such as Saudi Arabia and the Gulf States. 
Iran, which also backs Shiite militia in Iraq fighting the "Islamic State," views the Syrian war as 
a frontline against Sunni militant groups and as a means to expand its regional influence.  The 
Assad regime allows Iranian aid to flow to Hezbollah, a major regional military power and 
enemy of Israel. 
 
 
Russia 
What it's done: Moscow came to Assad's aid in late 2015, deploying hundreds of troops and 
acting as the regime's air force. Russian officials say it targets terrorist organizations like 
"Islamic State" (IS). But Russian bombers have also struck other anti-Assad groups, turning 
the tide of the war in the regime's favor. As a veto-wielding UN Security Council member, 
Russia has also provided the Syrian regime diplomatic cover.  Alongside Iran and Turkey, 
Moscow has sought to find a political end to the conflict parallel to UN talks in Geneva.  
Why it's there: Moscow wants to secure its influence in the Middle East by keeping Assad in 
office and maintaining an important military air base in the western province of Latakia and a 
naval base in the port city of Tartus. Russian President Vladimir Putin also appears to want to 
bolster Russian prestige and influence in the Middle East at the expense of the United States, 
which it blames for creating instability. 
 
Saudi Arabia 
What it's done: Riyadh has given money and weapons to Syrian opposition forces, including 
some Islamist militant groups such as the Army of Islam. It has also played a limited role in 
US-led international coalition against IS. 



 

Why it's there: Saudi Arabia, a majority Sunni country, opposes Iran's attempts to expand its 
influence in the Middle East. Riyadh wants to replace Assad with a pro-Saudi, anti-Iranian 
leader. 
 
Turkey 
What it's done: Turkey had a good relationship with Syria in the mid-2000s. Since the outbreak 
of the civil war, Turkey has supported non-Kurdish Syrian opposition groups seeking to topple 
Assad. Turkey has allowed opposition fighters, including jihadist militants, to enter the fray 
across the Turkish-Syrian border. In addition to fighting IS, the Turkish military and its rebel 
allies have conducted two operations in northern Syria against the Kurds and carved out a 
zone of influence. 
Why it's there: Turkey originally sought to topple the Assad regime by backing various rebel 
groups. After Russia intervened in Syria in 2015, Turkey has focused more on preventing 
Syrian Kurds from gaining autonomy in northern Syria. Ankara fears that Kurdish gains could 
embolden the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK), which has fought a more than three decade 
insurgency against Turkey.  Ankara considers the US-backed Syrian Kurds as a terrorist group 
tied to the PKK. Some 3 million Syrian refugees are in Turkey and Ankara seeks to prevent 
new refugee flows and carve out safe zones in northern Syria to house refugees. 
 
United States 
What it's done: The US has led an international coalition fighting IS with airstrikes and special 
forces since 2014. It has also provided air support and weapons to opposition groups in 
northern Syria, including Kurdish forces opposed to Turkey, a US ally in NATO. Washington 
has also deployed about 2000 special forces to fight alongside the Syrian Democratic Forces 
(SDF), a mixed Kurdish and Arab force in control of about 25 percent of Syrian territory. 
Why it's there: Washington's foremost stated goal has been the destruction of IS and other 
extremist groups in Syria. US policy toward Assad is less clear. Trump's predecessor, Barack 
Obama, said "Assad must go." Apart from its opposition to the Syrian government's use of 
chemical weapons, the Trump administration's position on Assad's future is more ambiguous. 
The US also seeks to rollback Iranian influence in Syria. 
 
Germany 
What it's done: Germany has flown surveillance flights over Syrian territory to support airstrikes 
against IS. Berlin has also called on Russia and Iran to persuade Assad to leave office in any 
peace deal. Germany is a major funder of humanitarian aid to Syrian refugees.  
Why it's there: Berlin also wants to see the defeat of IS, which has carried out terror attacks in 
Europe. It has also opposed the Assad regime. German officials have said there can be no 
lasting peace in Syria if Assad remains in power. 
 
France 
What it's done: France initially sent medical supplies and weapons to opposition forces. In 
2015, it began airstrikes against IS that intensified after an IS terror attack in Paris in 
November 2015. French special forces are deployed on the ground alongside US special 
forces backing the SDF. Paris has also warned Assad against using chemical weapons. 



 

Why it's there: Paris wants to defeat IS after a string of IS-related terrorist attacks in France.  
French President Emmanuel Macron said in 2017 his country would no longer condition peace 
talks on a promise by Assad to leave office. 
 
Israel 
What it's done:  Israel has launched airstrikes against the Lebanese Shiite militia Hezbollah 
and Iranian targets in Syria, especially suspected weapons shipments and bases. It has also 
backed several smaller rebel groups and Druze along the border in the Golan Heights to 
create a buffer zone. 
Why it's there:  
Israel wants to 
prevent Iran from 
developing a political 
and military 
presence on its 
northern doorstep. 
Israel also wants to 
rollback Hezbollah in 
Syria in order to 
prevent it from 
forming a wider 
northern front, 
alongside its main 
backer Iran. 
Hezbollah and Israel 
last fought a war in 
2006, but since then the group has become stronger. Israeli intelligence estimates Hezbollah 
has more 100,000 missiles stockpiled, including advance missiles provided by Iran, that in the 
event of a war with Israel would overrun its missile defense system and be able to strike cities 
as far as southern Israel. 
 
 
Chemical attack by Syria 
 
The United States and European allies launched airstrikes on Friday night against Syrian 
research, storage and military targets as President Trump sought to punish President Bashar 
al-Assad for a suspected chemical attack near Damascus last weekend that killed more than 
40 people. 
Britain and France joined the United States in the strikes in a coordinated operation that was 
intended to show Western resolve in the face of what the leaders of the three nations called 
persistent violations of international law. Mr. Trump characterized it as the beginning of a 
sustained effort to force Mr. Assad to stop using banned weapons, but only ordered a limited, 
one-night operation that hit three targets. 
“These are not the actions of a man,” Mr. Trump said of last weekend’s suspected chemical 
attack in a televised address from the White House Diplomatic Room. “They are crimes of a 
monster instead.” 



 

Shortly after the attack, the Syrian presidency posted on Twitter, “Honorable souls cannot be 
humiliated.” 
 
The strikes risked pulling the United States deeper into the complex, multisided war in Syria 
and raised the possibility of confrontation with Russia and Iran, both of which were supporting 
Mr. Assad with military forces. Within 90 minutes, the Russian ambassador to the United 
States warned of “consequences” for the allied attacks. 
American troops out of Syria, he said he would remain committed to the goal of preventing 
further chemical attacks. 
 
“We are prepared to sustain this response until the Syrian regime stops its use of prohibited 
chemical agents,” he said.  
 
But Defense Secretary Jim Mattis, who had urged caution in White House deliberations 
leading up to the strike, told reporters on Friday night that there were no more attacks planned 
unless Mr. Assad again uses gas on his own people. 
 
“We confined it to the chemical weapons-type targets,” Mr. Mattis said. “We were not out to 
expand this; we were very precise and proportionate. But at the same time, it was a heavy 
strike.” 
 
The assault was twice the size and hit two more targets than a strike that Mr. Trump ordered 
last year against a Syrian military airfield. Launched from warplanes and naval destroyers, the 
burst of missiles and bombs struck Syria shortly after 4 a.m. local time on Saturday. 
They hit three of Mr. Assad’s chemical weapons facilities: a scientific research center in 
greater Damascus that was used in the production of weapons, and two chemical weapons 
facilities west of Homs, one of which was used for the production of the nerve agent sarin and 
the other was part of a military command post, said Gen. Joseph F. Dunford Jr., the chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
 
 
Syria Military Capabilities 
 
Manpower 
 
Going beyond military equipment totals and perceived fighting strength is the actual manpower 
that makes up a given military force. Wars, particularly those with high attrition, traditionally 
favor those with more manpower. 
 
 

Total Population 18,028,549 

Manpower Avaible 11,600,000 

Fit-for-Service 10,000,000 

Reaching Military Age 502,000 

Total Military Personnel 304,000 

Active Personnel 154,000 



 

Reserve Personnel 150,000 

 
Air Power 
 
Includes both fixed-wing and rotary-wing (helicopter) aircraft from all branches of service (Air 
Force, Navy, Army). Air power is just one important component of a modern military force. 
Attack Aircraft represent both fixed-wing and dedicated forms as well as light strike types 
(some basic and advanced trainers are designed from the outset to fulfill this role). Some 
fighter warplanes can double as attack types (as in Multirole Fighters). Transport and Trainer 
aircraft include both fixed-wing and rotary-wing types. The more versatility an air service can 
promote, the better its in-the-field experience can be. 
 

Total Aircraft Strength 460 

Fighter Aircraft 201 

Attack Aircraft 134 

Transport Aircraft 106 

Trainer Aircraft 69 

Total Helicopter Strength 167 

Attack Helicopters 28 

 
Navy Strength 
 
Aircraft Carrier value includes both traditional aircraft carriers as well as "helicopter carrier" 
warships (the latter growing in popularity). Cruisers are no longer tracked due to their declining 
value on the world stage. Submarine values includes both diesel-electric and nuclear-powered 
types and no distinction is made between conventional-attack and nuclear-attack models. Total 
Naval Assets is not simply a sum of the presented navy ship category values but instead it 
includes ALL types such as auxiliary vessels (not tracked individually by GFP). 
 

Total Naval Assets 56 

Frigates 2 

Patrol Craft 14 

Mine Warfare Vessels  7 
 
 

List of Delegates 
 

Algeria Abdelkader Bensalah President 

Egypt Abdelfatah Al-Sisi Head of State 

Iraq Barham Salih Head of State 

Jordan Ali bin Hussein Prince 

Kuwait Sabah Al-Sabah Emir 

Lebanon Michel Aoun Head of State 

Palestine Mahmoud Abbas Head of State 



 

Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hammad Al Thani Emir 

Saudi Arabia Salman bin Abdulaziz King 

Syria Bashar al-Ásad Head of State 

Tunisia Beji Caid Essebsi Head of State 

United Arab Emirates Jalifa bin Zayed Al Nahayan Head of State 

Yemen Abdrabuh Mansur Hadi Head of State 
Iran                                    Hasan Rohani                                             Head of State 
 
 

Guiding Questions 
 
1. How does democratic peace theory challenge realism during the development of the 

committee? 
2. What is the problem with a collective security if the countries have different ideals? 
3. You, as the highest executive officer of a modern republic, how will you guarantee the 

maintenance of your country? 
4. Taking into account it is a crisis committee, what preventive actions will you take to 

preserve yourself and your country in the committee? 
5. What does your character thing about the global problematic in the Arab League and in all 

the world, in economical, political, cultural, military aspects? 
6. Are you disposed to violate your country ideals to assure time-space compression helping 

the prosperity of the economy? 
7. Having in mind the type of government you are the highest executive officer, what is the 

amount of military assets that you have ready for a possible war? And, what is your budget 
for the defense and offensive of your country? 

8. In which of the economic, social and/or military aspects is your delegations stronger? 
Which are its weakness? 

9. In a critical situation, what is your delegation capable of reaching in order to defend its 
territory and everything that composes it? 

10. Bearing in mind the high vulnerability of security of information, how would privacy of the 
programs proposed to protect the shortage of resources be protected from any possible 
cyber-attack or sabotage? 

11. Your country what type of government manages? 
12. What are the principal products that make the economy of your country strong? 
13. What is your military capability? 
 

Glossary 
 
1. G8: The G8 was an inter-governmental political forum from 1997 until 2014, with 

participation from the world’s major highly industrialized economies in countries that 
viewed themselves as democracies. 

2. International Law: is the set of rules generally regarded and accepted as blinding in 
relations between states and between nations. It serves as a framework for the practice of 
stable and organized international relations. 



 

3. Arab League: is a regional organization of Arab States in and around North Africa, the 
Horn of Africa and Arabia. 

4. International community: is a phrase used in geopolitics and international relations to 
refer to abroad group of people and governments of the world. 

5. International security: also called global security, refers to the amalgamation of 
measures taken by states and international organizations, such as the United Nations, 
European Union, and others, to ensure mutual survival and safety. 

6. Media management: is seen as a business administration discipline that identifies and 
describes strategic and operational phenomena and problems in leadership of media 
enterprises. 

7.  
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