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Dear Delegates,  

 

Be very welcomed to GCBMUN XVI and especially to the United Nations Human 

Rights Office of the high commissioner (OHCHR). It’s a pleasure for us to count with 

you this year for this experience.  

We are honored for your decision of choosing OHCHR as your commission for this 

year and for guiding you through this process. We are committed to make this 

committee work the best way possible as we have been working on this for a long 

time now. As we have been putting an effort in this committee we hope each one of 

you will get in the role of representing your assigned delegation and will take it with 

the consciousness that safeguarding the human rights takes. As each one of you is 

important for the development of the committee it is highly important that each 

delegate makes a relevant and detailed investigation.  

For three days you will have the responsibility of assuring the enjoyment and 

protection of human rights all around the world, to help you with this task you will 

have the chair´s directive guide as a solid base for your investigation and as a 

support in the course of the debate. 

This committee wants to achieve a space of knowledge for all of you, to achieve this 

your commitment and hard work is highly required. 

Finally, we want to express our high expectations about you in this model, hopefully 

this is an unforgettable experience for your development as a person.  

 

Gabriela Robayo 

President 

 

Laura Barragan  

Copresident 

 

 
 

 

 

 



OHCHR 

 

The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (UN Human Rights) is the 

leading UN entity on human rights. The General Assembly entrusted both the High 

Commissioner and her Office with a unique mandate to promote and protect all 

human rights for all people. The United Nations human rights program aims to 

ensure that the protection and enjoyment of human rights is a reality in the lives of 

all people. UN Human Rights also plays a crucial role in safeguarding the integrity 

of the three interconnected pillars of the United Nations – peace and security, human 

rights and development. 

The General Assembly takes into account the candidate States' contribution to the 

promotion and protection of human rights, as well as their voluntary pledges and 

commitments in this regard.  As of 1 January 2018, 107 UN Member States will have 

served as Human Rights Council Members. The actual High Commissioner is 

Michelle Bachelet Jeria. 

Since the establishment of the United Nations in 1945, promoting and encouraging 
respect for human rights for all without distinction as to race, sex, language, or 
religion, as stipulated in the United Nations Charter, has been one of the 
fundamental goals of the organization. We are tasked with mainstreaming human 
rights within the United Nations, which means injecting a human rights perspective 
into all United Nations programs. This is to ensure that peace and security, 
development, and human rights -- the three essential pillars of the United Nations 
system -- are interlinked and mutually reinforcing. This task is essential at a time 
when the United Nations is undergoing its most far-reaching reform. As we face ever  

changing challenges in the new millennium, the international community 
unequivocally puts human rights at center-stage in addressing various pressing 
issues worldwide. At the United Nations World Summit in 2005, world leaders 
reaffirmed the leading role and mandate of OHCHR in responding to the broad range 
of human rights challenges facing the international community today. 

 

OBJECTIVES OF THE OHCHR  

1. Ensure that the protection and enjoyment of human rights is a reality in the lives 
of all people. 

2. Safeguarding the integrity of the three interconnected pillars of the United 
Nations, peace and security, human rights and development. 

3. UN Human Rights provides assistance in the form of technical expertise and 
capacity-development in order to support the implementation of international 
human rights standards on the ground. 

4. Assist governments, which bear the primary responsibility for the protection of 
human rights, to fulfil their obligations and supports individuals to claim their 
rights. 

5. Speak out objectively on human rights violations. 



TOPIC 1: ARBITRARY DETENTION 

 

Arbitrary detention consists on the arrest or detention of an individual in a case where 

there is no evidence or likelihood that they committed a crime against legal statute, 

or when there has been no proper process of law. Arbitrary detention can be divided 

into two major categories:  

1. Arbitrary detention of political enemies of the state. 

2. Arbitrary detention of vulnerable ethnical minorities. 

These kinds of arrests are a direct violation of the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights, mainly article 9 which states  

“Everyone has the right to liberty and security of person. No one shall 

be subjected to arbitrary arrest or detention. No one shall be deprived 

of his liberty except on such grounds and in accordance with such 

procedures as are established by law.” (Universal declaration of 

human rights, 1948) 

Historical Background: 

Since the establishment of the United Nations on October 24, 1945, many 
governments have rose and failed. Many of these governments were totalitarian 
dictatorships, detaining their political opponents and arresting the ethnical minorities. 
For a long time, many organizations around the world ignored the severity of arbitrary 
detention, as there little to no witnesses. Many didn’t understand how impactful these 
can prove to a country, even after generations have passed since they occurred. 
 

CAUSES: 

Arbitrary detention can have many causes; depending entirely on what country it 

occurs. In some countries, the offenses may be as simple as political difference 

and in others the act of protest.  

1. Detention of peaceful protesters: There have been many cases where a 

protest is underway in a certain country or area, and the protesters have all been 

arrested on no real charges, simply based on their desire to protest.  

2. Political difference: Some authoritarian countries around the world have been 

known to arrest individuals because they oppose the current political system. 

Some countries have gone as far as to outlawing political difference and making 

it a grave criminal offense. Human rights violations to political opponents.  

 

CONSECUENCES: 



1. Repercussions: Arbitrary detention carries a great number of repercussions. 

Many of these harms the population directly while others harm the political 

system of a country; for instance, in the case of the government it will lose 

reliability from the population and this could in a long term cause disturbance.  

2. Lack of a democratic order: When the government takes substantial steps to 

arrest their political enemies, the democratic order of the country will be broken, 

as there is no opposition to the current party. 

3. Fear and hysteria among the population: Many countries end up being divided 

culturally, socially, economically and politically due to the actions of the leader of 

the country, which leads in most cases to witch hunts, were any individual who 

thinks differently from the rest of the population is seen as a traitor. 

INTERNATIONAL ACTIONS: 

There have been many previous efforts from the international community to stop 

arbitrary detention, but none of them have been proved to work. A good example is 

UN Resolution 60/1 of 2005 which takes care of the outcome of a World Summit in 

Geneva 2005. This Resolution covered many topics, but topic 121 was about the 

respect of all human rights. Unfortunately, many cases of arbitrary detention have 

occurred since then. Another action is the Report of the Working Group on Arbitrary 

Detention (WGAD) of July 10, 2015 on 57 cases of arbitrary detention. Even though 

these 2 documents were released, very little action occurred on the government’s 

side.  

 

STUDY CASES: 

1. Venezuela: Arbitrary detention has occurred in Venezuela since the election 
Hugo Chávez in 1998, where enemies of the Bolivarian Revolution have been 
systematically arrested. The most known case is of opposition leader Leopoldo 
Lopez, who was arrested for a speeding ticket and was given a 14-prison 
sentence. More than 5,300 people have been detained in the context of massive 
anti-government demonstrations in Venezuela since early April 2017, according 
to a tally by the Venezuelan Penal Forum, a network of lawyers who provide pro-
bono legal defense to detainees nation-wide. As of August 22 2017, 
approximately 1,000 remained behind bars. 

There are more than 640 people who, for political reasons, have been sentenced, 
being prosecuted, or ordered to remain in pre-trial detention while they await 
criminal prosecution (called “political prisoners” by the Venezuelan Penal 
Forum), some who have yet to be brought before a judge, at least 19 who have 
been granted a judicial order for their release but whom intelligence officers 
refuse to let go, and more than 100 who have been granted a judicial order to be 
released on bail but justice officials delay processing the bail for prolonged 
periods of time. 



No monetary payment is required for release on bail in Venezuela. Venezuelan 
law allows judges to release people facing criminal prosecution if they present a 
guarantor who can assure the judge the detainee will present him or herself 
before the court during the process. However, the implementation of such 
measures has been unduly delayed by justice officials, leaving these people in 
arbitrary detention for periods of up to several months. The continued detention 
of such individuals after their release has been ordered is arbitrary and unlawful 
under international human rights law. 

2. Vietnam: Vietnam has been known for reports of violation of human rights, 

including arbitrary detention, since its rebirth as a communist republic in 1975. 

The most known case of arbitrary detention in this country is the arrest of 

prominent internet blogger Mother Mushroom on June 29 of 2017, sentenced to 

10 years after being found guilty of publishing anti-state propaganda. On April 5, 

2018, the People’s Court in Hanoi sentenced Nguyen Van Dai to 15 years in 

prison on charges of “activities aimed at overthrowing the peoples’ 

administration” (formerly Article 79, now Article 109 in the amended Criminal 

Code). Under the same charges, Nguyen Trung Ton and Truong Minh Duc were 

each sentenced to 12 years in prison and Nguyen Bac Truyen received an 11- 

year prison term. Likewise, Le Thu Ha and Pham Van Troi were sentenced to 

nine and seven years in prison respectively. 

The charges against them stemmed from their advocacy for the establishment of 
a free market economy and a democratic government, their calls on international 
organisations to speak out against human rights violations, and their legal 
support to dispossessed farmers and victims of the Formosa pollution disaster. 
  
Ahead of the verdict, plainclothes police officers arrested several protesters who 
sought to march to the court in Hanoi. Protesters were holding signs reading 
“democracy is not a crime” and “oppose suppression of Brotherhood for 
Democracy”. 
 

3. Egypt: Since the violent revolution in 2011 also called The white revolution 

began on Tuesday 25th of January also called the day of wrath; left behind more 

than 846 deaths, the original grounds were deplorable life conditions, corruption 

and governmental repression   Egypt has gone through 2 military coup d’états 

and 2 presidents, with Abdel Fattah el-Sisi as acting president. The actual 

government of president Abdelfataah Al-Sisi has been known for its repression 

against its political opponents and dissenting citizens. According to the Bureau 

of Democracy, Human Rights and Labour of the United States reports (2017)1: 

that on 2013 37 Muslim Brotherhoods died under suspicious conditions after an 

arbitrary detention. On January 18th, 2016, 2 police officers in Cairo were charged 

because of beating and torturing to death a laborer after arbitrary detaining him.  

The most know case of arbitrary detention reported in Egypt was of 6 men who 

                                                             
1 https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/277483.pdf (p. 3) 

https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/277483.pdf


were tortured into confessing crimes they did not commit and later sentenced to 

execution on June 22 of 2017.  

4. Cuba: Cuba has been a communist state since 1959, when Fidel Castro led an 

armed revolution against the government of Fulgencio Batista. Since then, the 

regime has been widely criticized for detaining the opponents of the government, 

and denied to lead to its progress. The most known case of a confirmed arbitrary 

detention was of graffiti artist Danilo “El Sexto” Maldonado, who was detained in 

November 2016 and has been incarcerated since May 2017. The Working Group 

on Arbitrary Detention denounced the case on July 17 2017. We can affirm that 

“The number of detentions dropped significantly in 2017, with 4537 reports of 

arbitrary detentions from January through October, a decrease of 50% compared 

to the same period in 2016.”2 Nevertheless, the remaining arbitrary detentions 

usually end up with suspicious disappearances or murders.   

 

Focus of The Committee 

During the committee delegates are expected to achieve solutions that end with the 
problem. These resolutions must be realistic and viable so they can be implemented 
easily. Delegates are also expected to discuss following all the real United Nations 
procedures.  

 

Questions for the delegates                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

1. Has your country had multiple cases of arbitrary detention? If so, how many?  

2. Has your country taken action to prevent arbitrary detention? If so, ¿What were those 

actions? 

3. How should governments be sanctioned if they are found guilty of arbitrary 

detention? 

4. What are common factors for arbitrary detention and how can they be prevented? 

5. Which is the most common case for arbitrary detention in your country?  

6. How fast has the arbitrary detention in your country increased or decreased in the 

past years? 

7. How are the citizens in your country being affected by arbitrary detention? 

8. What is the history of arbitrary detention in your country?  

9. Has the economy in your country been affected because of the situation? 

10. Which human rights have been violated in your country because of arbitrary 

detention? 

                                                             
2 https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2018/country-chapters/cuba ; Cuba, November 26 2017 

https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2018/country-chapters/cuba


TOPIC 2: PRESS FREEDOM AROUND THE WORLD 

 

Freedom of expression is a universal human right. It is not the prerogative of the 

politician. Nor is it the privilege of the journalist. In their day-to-day work, journalists 

are simply exercising every citizen’s right to free speech. A free press is fundamental 

to a democratic society. It seeks out and circulates news, information, ideas, 

comment and opinion and holds those in authority to account. The press provides 

the platform for a multiplicity of voices to be heard. At national, regional and local 

level, it is the public’s watchdog, activist and guardian as well as educator, 

entertainer and contemporary chronicler.  

Media freedom around the world has fallen to the lowest level for at least a decade, 

journalists are threatened by government censorship, organized crime and 

commercial pressures caused by the growth of the internet. Turkey has experienced 

the biggest decline in freedom of speech over the past decade but Brazil, Burundi, 

Egypt, Poland, Venezuela and Bangladesh have also had a disturbing decline in the 

diversity and independence of the media, according to the annual report of reporters 

without borders (RSF). 

Articles Infringement: 

 Article 18: Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and 

religion; this right includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, 

either alone or in community with others and in public or private, to manifest his 

religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and observance.  

 Article 19: Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this 

right includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive 

and impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers.  

World Press Freedom Index 

 

 Light yellow-High or absolute Press Freedom 

 Black- Very low or absolutely no Press Freedom  

 



Reporters without borders (RSF) have published every year since 2002 the World 
Press Freedom Index is an important advocacy tool based on the principle of 
emulation between states.  
 
The index ranks 180 countries according to the level of freedom available to 
journalists. The degree of freedom available to journalists in 180 countries is 
determined by pooling the response of experts to a questionnaire devised by RSF. 
This qualitative analysis is combined with data about abuses and acts of violence 
against journalists during the period evaluated.  
 
The results for the year 2018 showed that: 

 Countries with high or absolute press freedom: Norway, Sweden, Netherlands, 
Switzerland, Jamaica, Belgium, New Zealand, Denmark. 

 Countries with little or absolutely no Press Freedom:  Equatorial Guinea, Cuba, 
Sudan, Vietnam, China, Syria, Turkmenistan, North Korea. 

 
STUDY CASES:  
 
1. Saudi Arabia: Saudi Arabia is known around the world for its authoritarian rule 

of law, where corporal and capital punishment can be given out without mercy. 

Anyone who has been seen being critical of the regime runs the risk that they 

(and even their family) can be placed behind bars, or worse. This means that a 

lot of Westerners don't know about life for ordinary people in Saudi Arabia, the 

widespread poverty and unemployment in one of the richest countries in the 

world, for instance: Saudi Arabia ranked 169 out of 180 countries in the 2018 

World Press Freedom Index.  Despite his talk of reform, Mohammad bin 

Salman’s appointment as crown prince in June 2017 has had no positive impact 

on the freedom to inform. Saudi Arabia permits no independent media and 

tolerates no independent political parties, unions, or human rights groups. The 

level of self-censorship is extremely high and the internet is the only space where 

freely-reported information and views may be able to circulate, albeit at great risk 

to the citizen-journalists who post online, according to Reporters Without 

Borders.  

2. China: By relying on the massive use of new technology, President Xi Jinping has 
succeeded in imposing a social model in China based on control of news and 
information and online surveillance of its citizens. At the same time, he has been 
trying to export this oppressive model by promoting a “new international media order” 
under China’s influence. China’s state and privately-owned media are now under the 
Communist Party’s close control while foreign reporters trying to work in China are 
encountering more and more obstacles in the field. More than 50 journalists and 
bloggers are currently detained in conditions that pose a threat to their lives. Liu 
Xiaobo, a Nobel peace laureate and winner of the RSF Press Freedom Prize, and 
Yang Tongyan, a dissident blogger, both died in 2017 from cancers that were left 
untreated while they were detained. Under tougher Internet regulations, members of 
the public can now be jailed for the comments on a news item that they post on a 
social network or messaging service or even just for sharing content.  



3. Syria: Syria’s civil war has made it one of the world’s deadliest country for journalists. 

Professional journalists and citizen-journalists alike are victims of violence by all 

parties: the Syrian military and its allies; the various armed opposition groups 

including the Islamic State and Hayat Tahrir al Sham; the Kurdish forces; and more 

recently the Turkish incursion into Afrin in early 2018. Frequent intimidation, arrests, 

abductions, and murders constitute a horrendous environment for the media. Since 

the start of the uprising, citizen-journalists have created new media outlets to shed 

light on the various aspects of the war. In 2018, two journalists were killed, 8 citizen’s 

journalists were killed and one media assistant was killed.  

 

QUESTIONS FOR THE DELEGATES 

1. What is the position of your country in the index of world press Freedom? 

2. Does your country have any policies that talk out and defend Press Freedom? 

3. How has your country improved or worsened the Press Freedom? 

4. Have your country representatives talked about the lack of Press Freedom? If so, 

what was their position? 

5. What sanctions could there be applied to countries that lack of Press Freedom? 

6. Does your country representatives consider that there is a justification for cases of 

the lack of Press Freedom, if so, what is it? 

7. How has the UN or other organisms sanctioned the lack of Press Freedom? 

8. How could absolute Press Freedom affect a country? 

9. How could the lack of Press Freedom affect a country? 

10. What is the history of Press Freedom in your country? 

 

GLOSSARY 

 

1. Human Rights: Human rights are the basic rights and freedoms that belong to every 

person in the world, from birth until death. They apply regardless of where you are 

from, what you believe or how you choose to live your life. 

2. Totalitarian Dictatorship: Of, relating to, being, or imposing a form of government 

in which the political authority exercises absolute and centralized control over all 

aspects of life, the individual is subordinated to the state, and opposing political and 

cultural expression is suppressed 

3. Communism: political and economic doctrine that aims to replace private property 

and a profit-based economy with public ownership and communal control of at least 

the major means of production (e.g., mines, mills, and factories) and the natural 

resources of a society. Communism is thus a form socialism—a higher and more 

advanced form, according to its advocates.  

4. Democratic Society: A democracy by definition is government through elected 

representatives. It is a form of society which favors equal rights, freedom of speech 

and a fair trial and tolerates the views of minorities. A healthy civil society requires 



responsible and active citizens who value the system of government and work 

towards a shared vision of civil life. 

5. Censorship: The suppression or prohibition of any parts of books, films, news, etc. 

that are considered obscene, politically unacceptable, or a threat to security. 
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