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Dear Delegates, 
 
 
It is a pleasure for us as the directive chair of NATO to have this great opportunity of 
teaching and guiding you in this process of the United Nations Model project. First of all, 
thank you for choosing us and for giving us your confidence. We are planning to do our 
best in order to make this experience the best for us and for you, and for not regretting 
choosing this committee, we hope it will remain in your mind, in this process that you are 
starting or just finishing. 
 
Before everything, it is important for you to understand the importance of United Model 
Nations models and each thing related to it; you will learn a lot with us, represent a country, 
an organization but the most important, you will defend your ideas in order of making 
them strong and convincing; sometimes you just need to know more about your abilities 
and what you can do, and we hope you can improve them in our committee.  
 
To conclude, we invite you to follow your way, do your best, work hard and be responsible; 
the idea is to give solutions, not just fight, and in life this is important. In order to know 
how to resolve your conflicts, you must feel sure and comfortable about you are doing 
and you will achieve whatever you want in your life. In this document you will find some 
information about the topics that are going to be discussed in the committee sessions that 
are crucial points and facts to consider. We expect the best of you, prepare your work 
and do an excellent model. Be confident with your ideas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Julián Felipe Ramírez, President. 
 
María José Gómez, Co-president. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NATO COMMITTEE DEFINITION 
 
The North Atlantic Treaty, also called the North Atlantic Alliance, is an intergovernmental 
military alliance between 29 North American and European countries. The organization 
implements the North Atlantic Treaty that was signed on 4 April 1949. NATO constitutes 
a system of collective defense whereby its independent member states agree to mutual 
defense in response to an attack by any external party. NATO Headquarters are located 
in Haren, Brussels, Belgium, while the headquarters of Allied Command Operations is 
near Mons, Belgium. One of the requirements of NATO membership is to spend at least 
2% of GDP on defense spending; however, not all the countries take part in this, 
 
Albania (2009) Greece (1952) Poland (1999) 
Belgium (1949) Hungary (1999) Portugal (1949) 

Bulgaria (2004) Iceland (1949) Romania (2004) 
Canada (1949) Italy (1949) Slovakia (2004) 

Croatia (2009) Latvia (2004) Slovenia (2004) 
Czech Republic (1999) Lithuania (2004) Spain (1982) 

Denmark (1949) Luxembourg (1949) Turkey (1952) 
Estonia (2004) Montenegro (2017) UnitedKingdom (1949) 

France (1949) Netherlands (1949) United States (1949) 
Germany (1955) Norway (1949)  
 
 
NATO ENLARGEMENT 
 
NATO membership is open to “any other European state in a position to further the 
principles of this Treaty and to contribute to the security of the North Atlantic area.” 
 
NATO also has what it calls the Membership Action Plan. It helps aspiring members 
prepare for membership and meet key requirements by providing practical advice and 
targeted assistance. 
 
POLITICAL AND MILITARY ALLIANCE  
NATO’s purpose is to guarantee the freedom and security of its members through political 
and military means. 
 
POLITICAL - NATO promotes democratic values and enables members to consult and 
cooperate on defense and security-related issues to solve problems, build trust and, in 
the long run, prevent conflict. 
 
MILITARY - NATO is committed to the peaceful resolution of disputes. If diplomatic efforts 
fail, it has the military power to undertake crisis-management operations. These are 



carried out under the collective defense clause of NATO's founding treaty - Article 5 of 
the Washington Treaty or under a United Nations mandate, alone or in cooperation with 
other countries and international organizations. 
 
COLLECTIVE DEFENSE 
NATO is committed to the principle that an attack against one or several of its members 
is considered as an attack against all. This is the principle of collective defense, which is 
enshrined in Article 5 of the Washington Treaty. 
 
So far, Article 5 has been invoked once - in response to the 9/11 terrorist attacks in the 
United States in 2001. 
 
THE TRANSATLANTIC LINK 
NATO is an alliance of countries from Europe and North America. It provides a unique 
link between these two continents, enabling them to consult and cooperate in the field of 
defense and security, and conduct multinational crisis-management operations together. 
Operations and missions: past and present 
 
NATO is an active and leading contributor to peace and security on the international stage. 
It promotes democratic values and is committed to the peaceful resolution of disputes. 
However, if diplomatic efforts fail, it has the military capacity needed to undertake crisis 
management operations, alone or in cooperation with other countries and international 
organizations. 
 
1. NATO is a crisis management organization that has the capacity to undertake a wide 

range of military operations and missions. 
2. Approximately 20,000 military personnel are engaged in NATO missions around the 

world, managing often complex ground, air and naval operations in all types of 
environment. 

3. Currently, NATO is operating in Afghanistan, Kosovo and the Mediterranean. 
4. NATO is also supporting the African Union and conducting air policing missions on 

the request of its Allies. Furthermore, NATO is assisting with the response to the 
refugee and migrant crisis in Europe and has Patriot missiles and AWACS aircraft 
deployed in Turkey. 

5. It also carries out disaster relief operations and missions to protect populations against 
natural, technological or humanitarian disasters. 

6. The tempo and diversity of operations and missions in which NATO is involved have 
increased since the early 1990s. 

 
COMMITTEE OPERATION 
NATO is planned as a semi-crisis commission, where two main topics are established 
and generally explained and throughout the debates crisis will be introduced. For this 
purpose, delegates shall be very well prepared as very specific data is needed to facilitate 
troop and weapons transportation, military bases in allied countries, airspace restrictions, 
country capacity and most importantly to keep in mind the recent activity, news and 
foreign relations. 

https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/official_texts_17120.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/official_texts_17120.htm


 
The committee consists of almost all NATO country members, in addition with 
Afghanistan and Russia, to take active part in the different topics boarded. The United 
States of America provides NATO with more equipment and troops than the rest of the 
world, the military capacity it has makes it crucial for any decision taken. Also take into 
consideration that these topics are been resolved by NATO at this precise moment. 
During your research, you may find some solutions that have been taken in recent years 
and the ones planned for the future. Each one’s goal is either to encourage or dissuade 
the delegations on continuing or not. Also take active part on creating new solutions, 
always consider the geographical position of your country and make use of either a 
physical or projected map whenever it is necessary. Each topic involves a group of 
specific countries that are directly involved, yet according to NATO’s principles, an attack 
against one or several of its members is considered as an attack against all, so each 
delegation in the committee has the equal opportunities to participate effectively during 
the debate. 
 
Air space violations over the Mediterranean, the Baltic nations and the black sea, 
including NATO’s response and surveillance operations within this area. 
 
Since Russia’s illegal military intervention in Ukraine in 2014, NATO has been taking extra 
reassurance measures for its Allies. Among these is the boosting of NATO’s air policing 
missions, for preventing this kind of violations. 
 

 
 
 

Figure 1 The Black Sea Region   For more information visit https://www.csis.org/analysis/turkey-has-no-allies-
black-sea-only-interests 



Air policing missions are collective peacetime missions that enable NATO to detect, track 
and identify all violations and infringements of its airspace and to take appropriate action. 
Allied fighter jets patrol the airspace of Allies who do not have fighter jets of their own. 
NATO has deployed additional aircraft to reinforce missions over Albania and Slovenia, 
as well as the Baltic region where NATO F-16s have intercepted Russian aircraft 
repeatedly violating Allied airspace. 
 
This air policing capability is one of three NATO standing forces on active duty that 
contribute to the Alliance’s collective defense efforts on a permanent basis. They also 
include NATO’s standing maritime forces, which are ready to act when called upon, as 
well as an integrated air defense system to protect against air attacks, which also 
comprises the Alliance’s ballistic missile defense system. 
 
Currently there have been different incidents with NATO’s member countries and the 
Russian Federation such as: 
 
1. Various American military aircraft, primarily Global Hawk drones, have conducted over 

100 reconnaissance missions over the Black Sea this year. Some flew as close as 
10km (6 miles) to the Russian border.  

 
2. Finland and Sweden also noted incidents in their vicinities. In a dramatic encounter 

on June 21, a Polish F-16 approached the plane carrying Russian Defence Minister 
Sergei Shoigu on his way to Kaliningrad, videotaped from aboard the Russian plane. 
Russian media reported a Russian escort plane intervened between the NATO jet and 
Shoigu's aircraft. US reported a Russian jet flew less than two meters from one of its 
surveillance planes, which a Pentagon spokesman said was dangerous due to the 
Russian pilot's "high rate of closure speed and poor control of the aircraft." Sweden 
summoned Russia's ambassador after a Russian fighter jet flew unusually close to a 
Swedish reconnaissance plane in international airspace above the Baltic Sea. NATO's 
deputy spokesperson Piers Cavalet confirmed that there was an unusual spike in the 
Russian air presence over the Baltic Sea last week. "These included strategic 
bombers, fighters, reconnaissance, transport and other aircraft," Cavalet said, adding 
that planes operating as part of NATO's air-policing operations or from national air 
forces followed standard procedure in "scrambling" to monitor the aircraft. 

 
Greece says that 32 Turkish fighter aircraft violated Greek air space on Wednesday when 
a large military exercise of the Hellenic forces was under way in the Aegean. According 
to a press release by the Hellenic National Defense General Staff (GEETHA), 18 of those 
aircraft were armed. 
 
There is a refugee crisis transportation between these two countries, and humanitarian 
and military surveillance are in process; however, there has been a long-running maritime 
dispute between Greece and Turkey over sovereignty in the Aegean, where the two 
NATO members' jets regularly engage in dogfights. 



 
Figure 2 Greece and Turkey's tense region. For more information visit https://www.dw.com/en/turkey-greece-seek-nato-mission-in-
aegean-says-german-official/a-19041523 
 
The Baltic nations and Poland just got some long-awaited NATO boots on the ground, 
inaugurating new standing battalions last week amid multinational exercises along the 
Russian border. In the skies above, the Kremlin made sure everyone knew it was 
watching, sending its warplanes to "buzz" Baltic airspace and even, according to the 
Lithuanian ministry of defense, to illegally enter it on two occasions. 
 
NATO’s four multinational battlegroups in Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and Poland are now 
fully operational. This milestone comes after the Canadian-led battlegroup based at Camp 
Ādaži in Latvia became the fourth battlegroup to complete its Certification Exercise. 
 
In response to a changed security environment, Allied leaders decided at the Warsaw 
Summit in 2016 to enhance NATO’s military presence in the eastern part of the Alliance. 
Since then, four multinational battlegroups totaling approximately 4,500 troops have 
deployed to the Baltic nations and Poland. Canada leads the battlegroup in Latvia, with 
contributions by Albania, Italy, Poland, Slovenia and Spain. Germany leads the 
battlegroup in Lithuania, with contributions by Belgium, Luxembourg, the Netherlands and 
Norway. The United Kingdom leads the battlegroup in Estonia, with contributions by 
France. The United States leads the battlegroup in Poland, with contributions by Romania 
and the UK. 
 
These forces are a defensive and proportionate deterrent force, fully in line with NATO’s 
international commitments. They send a clear message that an attack on one Ally would 
be met by troops from across the Alliance. 



 
Figure 3 Baltic Nations reinforcement   For more information visit https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_146557.htm 

 
The four battlegroups are one part of the Alliance’s response to Russia’s use of force 
against its neighbors and its military build-up in the Baltic region and beyond. NATO is 
also strengthening its multinational presence in the Black Sea region, based around a 
Romanian-led multinational framework brigade. The Alliance has also tripled the size of 
the NATO Response Force to 40,000 - with a high-readiness Spearhead Force at its core 
- and set up eight small headquarters (NATO Force Integration Units) to facilitate training 
and reinforcements. 
 
SECURITY SENSITIVE AIRSPACE RESTRICTIONS  
 
Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFRs) define a certain area of airspace where air travel is 
limited because of a temporary hazardous condition, such as a wildfire or chemical spill; 
a security related event, such as the United Nations General Assembly; or other special 
situations. The text of the actual TFR contains the details about the restriction, including 
the size, altitude, time period that it is in effect, and what types of operations are restricted 
and permitted. The "Map Airports" tab on the TFR website can help narrow down the 
relevant active TFRs in a specific area. 
 
RESTRICTED OR SPECIAL USE AIRSPACE 
 
The airspace surrounding Washington DC is the most restricted in the country. Flying 
your drone is illegal in any of the restricted airspace above the Nation's capital. For more 
information, read about No Drone Zone. Special use airspace is used to designate 
airspace in which certain activities must be confined, or where limitations may be imposed 
on aircraft operations that are not part of those activities.  
 
Types of Special Use Airspace include: 
 
1. Prohibited areas. 
2. Restricted areas. 

https://www.faa.gov/uas/where_to_fly/airspace_restrictions/
https://www.faa.gov/uas/where_to_fly/no_drone_zone/


3. Warning areas. 
4. Military operation areas (MOAs). 
5. Alert areas. 
6. Controlled firing areas (CFAs). 
 
AVIATION LAW 
In the United States and in most European nations, aviation law is considered a federal 
or state level concern and is regulated at that level. In the U.S., states cannot govern 
aviation matters in most cases directly but look to Federal laws and case law for this 
function instead. For example, a court recently struck down New York's Passenger Bill of 
Rights law because regulation of aviation is traditionally a federal concern. Aviation law, 
however, is not in the United States held under the same Federal mandate of jurisdiction 
as admiralty law; that is, while the United States Constitution provides for the 
administration of admiralty, it does not provide such for aviation law. States and 
municipalities do have some indirect regulation over aviation. For example, zoning laws 
can require an airport to be located away from residential areas, and airport usage can 
be restricted to certain times of day. State product-liabilities law are not pre-empted by 
Federal law and in most cases, aviation manufacturers may be held strictly liable for 
defects in aviation products. 
 
GUIDING QUESTIONS 
 
1. What possible actions can your country take toward airspace violations in Europe? 
2. How can you involve Russia in the negotiations towards the conflict? 
3. What are the Airspace regulations? 
4. How can NATO make interventions within military power in order to solve the conflict? 
5. Is your country involved in any type of military treaty with other NATO members? 
6. What are the consequences of the Airspace violations in the military and political order? 
 
NATO as a supervisor of a non-combat mission providing training, advice and assistance 
to Afghan security forces and institutions. 
 
Background: The U.S. in their 2001 invasion was supported initially by the United 
Kingdom and Canada and later by a coalition of over 40 countries, including all NATO 
members. The war's public aims were to dismantle al-Qaeda and to deny it a safe base 
of operations in Afghanistan by removing the Taliban from power. The War in Afghanistan 
is the longest war in United States history. Following the September 11 attacks in 2001 
on the U.S., which President George W. Bush blamed on Osama bin Laden who was 
living or hiding in Afghanistan, President Bush demanded that the Taliban hand over 
Osama bin Laden and expel al-Qaeda; bin Laden had already been wanted by the U.S. 
since 1998. The Taliban declined to extradite him unless they were provided evidence of 
his involvement in the September 11 attacks and also declined demands to extradite 
others on the same grounds. 
 
NATO AND AFGHANISTAN  



NATO commanded the United 
Nations-mandated International 
Security Assistance Force (ISAF) in 
Afghanistan from August 2003 to 
December 2014. Its mission was to 
enable the Afghan authorities to 
provide effective security across the 
country and ensure that it would 
never again be a safe haven for 
terrorists. ISAF helped build the 
capacity of the Afghan national 
security forces. As these forces grew 
stronger, they gradually took 
responsibility for security across the 
country before the completion of 
ISAF’s mission. A new NATO-led 
mission (called Resolute Support) to train, advise and assist the Afghan security forces 
and institutions was launched in January 2015. NATO Allies and partners are also helping 
to sustain Afghan security forces and institutions financially, as part of a broader 
international commitment to Afghanistan. The NATO-Afghanistan Enduring Partnership 
provides a framework for wider political dialogue and practical cooperation.  
 
Highlights: 
 
• From August 2003 to December 2014, NATO led the UN-mandated International 

Security Assistance Force (ISAF), which conducted security operations and helped 
build up the Afghan security forces. 

• ISAF is NATO’s longest and most challenging mission to date: at its height, the force 
was more than 130,000 strong with troops from 51 NATO and partner nations. 

• The transition to Afghan lead for security started in 2011 and was completed in 
December 2014, when the ISAF operation ended, and the Afghans assumed full 
responsibility for security. 

• In January 2015, NATO launched a new non-combat Resolute Support Mission (RSM) 
to train, advise and assist Afghan security forces and institutions. 

• Allied leaders decided at the July 2016 NATO Summit in Warsaw to sustain RSMs 
presence beyond 2016 and, in November 2017, Allied and partner troop contributors 
confirmed that RSM will increase from around 13,000 to around 16,000 troops. 

• Within and alongside RSM, NATO and Afghanistan will enhance their Enduring 
Partnership of political dialogue and practical cooperation. Following the end of RSM, 
NATO is expected to maintain a civilian-led presence in Afghanistan to continue to 
help Afghan security institutions to become self-sufficient. 

• NATO and its partners are already committed to providing financial support to sustain 
the Afghan forces until the end of 2017 and are currently working to ensure support 
until the end of 2020. 

• Practical cooperation in areas of mutual interest and political consultations are being 
strengthened through an enhanced partnership between NATO and Afghanistan, 

Figure 4 Miitary forces by country in Afghanistan. For more information 
visit  https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_8189.htm# 



building on the Declaration on an Enduring Partnership signed at the 2010 NATO 
Summit in Lisbon. 

• NATO’s Senior Civilian Representative represents the political leadership of the 
Alliance in Kabul, liaising with the government, civil society, representatives of the 
international community and neighbouring countries. 

 
NATO’S MARITIME ACITIVITIES 
The world’s oceans are increasingly busy maritime highways. Today, 85 per cent of all 
international trade in raw material and manufactured goods travels by sea, and tankers 
carry more than half of the world’s oil. The stakes of maritime security are high, and NATO 
is determined to help protect its Allies from any possible threats at sea or from the sea. 
 
Highlights 
 
• NATO is implementing the Alliance Maritime Strategy that lays out the parameters 

for NATO's maritime activities. These activities fall under the areas of collective 
defence, crisis management, cooperative security and maritime security. 

• The Alliance has Standing Naval Forces – NATO's highly trained maritime, 
immediate-response capacity. 

• NATO is currently leading Operation Sea Guardian in the Mediterranean and is 
providing assistance to help deal with the refugee and migrant crisis in the Aegean 
Sea. 

• Cooperation with non-NATO partners, including other international organisations 
such as the European Union, is fundamental to efforts in the maritime domain. 

 
INTERNATIONAL SECURITY ASSITANCE FORCE 
 
The International Security 
Assistance Force (ISAF) was a 
NATO-led security mission in 
Afghanistan, established by the 
United Nations Security Council in 
December 2001 by Resolution 
1386, as envisaged by the Bonn 
Agreement. Its main purpose was 
to train the Afghan National 
Security Forces (ANSF) and 
assist Afghanistan in rebuilding 
key government institutions but 
was also engaged in the 2001–
present war with the Taliban 
insurgency. 
 
ISAF was initially charged with securing Kabul and the surrounding areas from the Taliban, 
al Qaeda and factional warlords, to allow for the establishment of the Afghan Transitional 
Administration headed by Hamid Karzai. In October 2003, the UN Security Council 

Figure 5 ISAF expansion by stages. For more information visit 
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_69366.htm 



authorized the expansion of the ISAF mission throughout Afghanistan, and ISAF 
subsequently expanded the mission in four main stages over the whole of the country. 
From 2006 to 2011, ISAF had become increasingly involved in more intensive combat 
operations in southern and eastern Afghanistan. 
 
SECURITY AND RECONSTRUCTION 
 
From 2006, the insurgency by the Taliban intensified, especially in the southern Pashtun 
parts of the country, areas that were the Taliban's original power base in the mid‑1990s. 
After ISAF took over command of the south on 31 July 2006, British, Dutch, Canadian 
and Danish ISAF soldiers in the provinces of Helmand, Uruzgan, and Kandahar came 
under almost daily attack. British commanders said that the fighting for them was the 
fiercest since the Korean War, 50 years previously. In an article, BBC reporter Alistair 
Leithead, embedded with the British forces, called it "Deployed to Afghanistan's hell." 
 
Because of the security situation in the south, ISAF commanders asked member 
countries to send more troops. On 19 October, for example, the Dutch government 
decided to send more troops because of increasing attacks by suspected Taliban on their 
Task Force Uruzgan, making it very difficult to complete the reconstruction work that they 
sought to accomplish. 
 
NATO has compromised to stay vigilant on Afghanistan conflict that is why 
representatives from Russia and the Western military alliance NATO discussed the 
Afghanistan conflict on Oct. 26 in Brussels. 
 
In addition, the Afghan President says NATO troops will be able to withdraw from the 
country within 4 years. Ashraf Ghani told BBC that by 2021 Afghan troops will be in a 
position to take charge of defence and security themselves. Currently there are about 
14,000 foreign military personnel in Afghanistan - including British troops- to "train, advise 
and assist" Afghan forces. He said: "Within four years, we think our security forces would 
be able to do the constitutional thing, which is the claim of legitimate monopoly of power.“ 
 
A top official said Friday that NATO is concerned about an increase in terrorism in 
Afghanistan since the alliance withdrew its combat troops in 2014."We cannot 
underestimate what is happening in Afghanistan because after we withdrew our troops... 
we saw a new increase of terrorism," the president of the NATO Parliamentary Assembly, 
Paolo Alli, told The Associated Press. Alli said the Taliban also expanded their control of 
parts of the country after NATO ended its combat mission in 2014. Some alliance troops 
remained to train and advise Afghan forces under the NATO-led Resolute Support 
mission. 
 
According to the Resolute Support Mission, NATO works closely with different elements 
of the Afghan army, police, and air force. The Commander of the mission has a degree 
of flexibility in the use of personnel and assets at his disposal. This ensures that training, 
advice and assistance are delivered most effectively and where they are most needed. 
Also, financial support for the Afghan National Defense and Security Forces rests with 



the Afghan government. At the Chicago Summit, the Afghan authorities agreed to provide 
at least 500 million USD per year initially, with their contribution increasing steadily over 
time. At the same time, NATO and partner nations continue to play an important role in 
supporting the Afghan National Defense and Security Forces financially. The Declaration 
on an Enduring Partnership was signed at the NATO Lisbon Summit in 2010, by NATO 
and the Government of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan. The Enduring Partnership 
provides a framework for long-term political consultations and practical cooperation 
between NATO and Afghanistan. 
 
GUIDING QUESTIONS 
 
1. Has your country been related to the conflict of Afghanistan? 
2. How has your country affected/helped Afghanistan? 
3. What solutions can you make toward the conflict? 
4. How can your military support can help in the conflict? 
5. Are there any treaties within countries for helping Afghanistan? 
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