
 

 

 

 

 

XV GCBMUN 
 
 
 
 

THE OHCHR COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



XV GCBMUN 
 

THE OHCHR COMMITTEE 
 

 
 
 
 
CHAIR MEMBERS AND COMMITTEE TOPICS 
 
 
 
 
PRESIDENT 
 
Mariana Monroy 
 
CO-PRESIDENT 
 
Simon Ruiz 
 
 
 
 
 
COMISSION TOPICS 
 
Topic 1: Women subjected to violence, gender discrimination and poor health 
support taking the case of Afghanistan 
 
Topic 2: How can  CIBERWARFARE affect in a long term rights. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact e-mail:  
 
simon.ruiz@gcb.edu.co 
 
Mariana.monroy@gcb.edu.co 
 
 
 

mailto:simon.ruiz@gcb.edu.co
mailto:Mariana.monroy@gcb.edu.co


 
DELEGATES, 
 
 
It is very gratifying for us to know that we will be working with you this year in our 
United Nations Model. For this process that we will carry out together as a 
committee, it will be fundamental to understand and take conscience about the real 
importance of human rights. Based on this idea we took gender equaity and the use 
of cyberwarfare as our topics in order for you to develop the skills to achieve 
agreements and solutions of world relevance. We recommend you to use this guide 
as your main tool to prepare the future debates, however; we expect from you to 
make a research that goes further the content in this guide for the purpose of making 
our work more fluent and successful. We hope this experience in the MUN will 
connect you more with world conflicts and enjoy it as much as we will.  
 
Sincerely 
 
Mariana Monroy, President 
 
Simon Ruiz, Co-President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
THE OHCHR COMMITTEE 

 
 
 
 
The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights represents the world 
commitment to the universal ideals of human dignity. The international community 
has given us the unique mandate to promote and protect all human rights, we offer 
leadership ,provide education and take steps to empower people and support states 
in the defense of human rights. 
 
The terminology <Human Rights> is mentioned seven times in the UN charter, 
therefore; their promotion and protection are key objects and guiding principles of 
the organization. Our priority is to promote equality and eradicate discrimination. 
However, this committee also looks to incorporate human rights into development 
plans in the economic sphere and protect those in situations of conflict, violence and 
insecurity.  
 
The sessions of the committee are structured in three distinctive stages: 
 
1. General Debate 
2. Thematic Discussions 
3. Actions on Drafts 
 
Important Documents 
 
Some landmark documents are considered by the chair to be really helpful for a 
debate in more updated information such as: 
 
* Resolution 217 A (III) (December 18 1948) 
 
* CHAPTER IV HUMAN RIGHTS 
 
* Resolution 39/46 ( December 10 1984) 
 
* United Nations Charter 
 
These are some of the suggestions the chair has considered to be important 
for each delegate to know about the OHCHR committee and the United 
Nations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



STATED OBJECTIVES 
 
 
 
 
Establish an appropriate solution for both topics taking into account the human 
Rights need to be totally  respected. 
 
Generating conscience to each one of the delegates about the 2 topics which now 
days are global issues. 
 
Improving delegates ability to assume, play and defend a role based on the human 
rights and defending their nations position towards an specific issue.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TOPIC 1: Women subjected to violence, gender discrimination and poor health 
support taking the case of Afghanistan. 
 

Afghanistan ranks first five, as the most dangerous place in the world to be a woman. 
Violence, poor health and poverty are the problems which Afghan women face daily. 
The war, the latent conflict or years lived under the Taliban regime have caused some 
of the scariest practices against them. 1 in 11 Afghan women die during childbirth, 
according to UNICEF, 80% of women and girls are forced to marry, according to data 
released by the IRIN organization. In addition to being victims of sexual assault, physical 
violence or crimes of honor; 77% suffer discrimination in employment, 94% are 
economically handicapped and 91% receive physical punishment, according to data 
from a survey by TrustLaw. 
 
Afghanistan has one of the highest maternal mortality rates in the world. The country 
hosts a cultural, religious and economic context that gives women little opportunity for 
education or access to healthcare. There is an extreme lack of hope for a better future, 
which makes expectations for women are even worse. According to the conclusions 
drawn from TrutLaw sexual violence and lack of access to economic resources and 
health they represent a greater threat to women that insecurity and fighting continues in 
the Afghan borders. 
 
Their situation since the fall of Taliban regime in 2001 has improved in some aspects, 
but these gains have been achieved in areas such as education, work or dress code 
remain minimal (87% are illiterate, according to IRIN). In Afghanistan, which is 
considered as a failed state, it is unthinkable that now may be a law against sexual 
abuse. 
 
Afghanistan is a country of approximately 23 million which, after three years of severe 
drought, 23 years of war and devastation and five years under the Taliban authorities, 
has been left as one of the poorest countries in the world. Afghanistan has the second 
highest maternal mortality rate in the world. Even before the Taliban came to power, 
Afghanistan had high maternal and child mortality rates and a very low literacy rate for 
women. But women participated economically, socially and politically in the life of their 
societies. Women helped to draft the 1964 Constitution. In the 1970s, there were at least 
three women legislators in the Parliament. Up to the early 1990s, women were teachers, 
government workers and medical doctors. They worked as professors, lawyers, judges, 
journalists, writers and poets. 
 
After the Taliban's rise to power, women and girls were systematically discriminated 
against and marginalized, and their human rights were violated. This resulted in the 
deteriorating economic and social conditions of women and girls in all areas of the 
country, in particular in areas under Taliban control. Women and girls continued to 
be severely restricted in their access to education, health care facilities and 
employment. During the Taliban's rule, only about 3 per cent of girls received some 
form of primary education. The ban on women's employment also affected boys' 
education, as the majority of teachers had been women. Poor health conditions and 



malnutrition made pregnancy and childbirth exceptionally dangerous for Afghan 
women. 
 

 
The Taliban's policies also severely limited women's freedom of movement. Women 
could travel only when accompanied by a male relative, which put a particular strain 
on female-headed households and widows. In May 2001, a decree was issued by 
the Taliban, banning women from driving cars, which further limited their activities. 
The resulting seclusion of women to the home constituted a form of solitary 
confinement and also created obstacles to women meeting with each other. Women 
were harassed and beaten by the Taliban if their public appearance was perceived 
to be in contradiction with Taliban edicts. Women's removal from the public space 
also meant that women could not play any role in the political process and were 
excluded from all forms of formal or informal governance. Afghan women suffered 
domestic and other types of violence for the past 25 years, not just under the Taliban 
regime. 
 



 
 
KEY QUESTIONS: 
 
1. ¿Does your country have policies against women? 
2. ¿What has your country done for women protection? 
3. ¿Is your country currently In a conflict? 
4. ¿What is your country position towards gender equality? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TOPIC 2: how can  CIBERWARFARE affect in a long term rights. 
 
Weapons have played an important role and have become an autonomous 
technology and production through human existence.  Since 1900s, warfare has 
been dominated by the creation of precise and accurate weapons that reduce costs 
and anticipate success. 
 
Weapons engineering has become the specialized carrier for the design, 
development and testing of military weapon. Goverenments have spnet great 
budgets and inversions in professionals who are capable of developing new 
technologies that are mainly for military purposes, eventhough they have been said 
o be for defensive matters. 
 
Many of these technologies are expanded not only in weapons, but also in vehicles 
and ways of transportation used in military conflicts, such as aircrafts, land combat 
or transportation vehicles and watercrafts. In addition, the developing of autonomous 
technologies and devices have become a a goal for governments so that casualties 
and live loss can be reduced, leading programs where the pilots of this vehicles and 
even their crew are completely automatic or controlled  
 
United States of America is one of the pioneer countries in this engineering. They 
are creating technologies destined no only for the defense of the country itself but 
for more accurate attacks. For example, "supercavitating" warheads and burrowing 
bombs are produced to attack bunkers, which are the main source of defense and 
protection of opponents who lack of technology. One of the most ambitious ideas is 
to build a shield to defend the U.S from the ballistic missiles. However, many critics 
doubt whether a missile defense scheme could work, and suggest that intercepted 
warheads might fall on Europe and Canada. 
 
The most common and used weapons nowadays are biological, chemical, cluster 
munitions, lasers, microwaves, phosphorus, thermobaric and uranium produced 
weapons. However, many of these technologies represent a threat to all of those 
countries that lack of methods, economical resources and are, in this sense, 
vulnerable to military intervention accompanied by new weapons that have no record 
of the mass destruction they can reach. 
 

Parallel to this, the technologies have reached 
outer space ambitions, and therefore, aero-
spaceplanes, orbiting arsenals and high-altitude 
orbital assets are being created. The expansion 
of military interventions to outer spaces has a lot 
of implications. There are only a few countries 
that have on their hands the means and methods 
to reach such goals. War has been evolving, and 
many historical and legal principles should be 

modify in order to give this new path certain control. In other words, the International 
Humanitarian Law should be adapted to new circumstances that may generate 

http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg18725086.000-novel-warhead-may-bust-the-deepest-bunkers.html
http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg18925396.100-the-bomb-that-tunnels-through-rock.html
http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg18925396.100-the-bomb-that-tunnels-through-rock.html
http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg17123021.100-heavens-above.html
http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg17123021.100-heavens-above.html


vulnerability to those that need protection and are embrace by international laws and 
principles. 
 
The military has been involved with the internet since its the start. It emerged from a 
US Department of Defense-funded project, so it's no surprise that the armed forces 
have kept a close eye on its potential. 
And politicians and military leaders of all nations are naturally attracted to digital 
warfare as it 
offers the opportunity to neutralise an enemy without putting troops at risk. 
As such, the last decade has seen rapid investment in what governments and the 
military have dubbed "cyberwar" — sometimes shortened to just "cyber." Yes, it 
sounds like a cheaply sensational term borrowed from an airport thriller, (and to 
some the use of such an outmoded term reflects the limited level of understanding 
of the issues involved by those in charge) but the intent behind the investment is 
deadly serious. 
 
How cyber weapons work 
 
As nations race to build their digital armies they also need to arm them. And that 
means developing new types of weapons. While state-sponsored cyberwarfare may 
use some of the same tools as criminal hackers, and even some of the same targets, 
its wants to go further. 
 
The big difference between military-grade cyber weapons and hacker tools is that 
the most sophisticated digital weapons want to breaking things. To create real, 
physical damage. And these weapons are bespoke, expensive to build, and have a 
very short shelf life. 
 
To have a real impact, these attacks are likely to be levelled at the industrial software 
that runs production lines, power stations or energy grids, otherwise known as 
SCADA (supervisory control and data acquisition) systems. 
 
Increasingly, SCADA systems are 
being internet-enabled to make them 
easier to manage, which of course, 
also makes them easier to attack. 
Easier doesn't mean easy though. 
These complex systems, often build to 
last for decades, are often built for a 
very narrow, specific purpose — 
sometimes for a single building. 
Similarly, these weapons need to 
exploit a unique weakness to be 
effective: so-called zero day flaws. 
These are vulnerabilities in software 
that have not been patched and therefore cannot be defended against. 

 



 
Key Questions 
 
1. Is your delegation involved in any technological program for weapons 

development? 
 
2. Has your produced any new technology for weapons development? 
 
3. Have any of the new technologies been prejudicial for your country? If it has, 

what did the government do? 
 
4. Investigate if the delegation has make something to control the use of technology 

for weapons development? 



GLOSSARY & BIBLIOGRAPHY  
 
GENDER EQUALITY: when women and men enjoy the same rights and 
opportunities across all sectors of society, including economic participation and 
decision-making, and when the different behaviours, aspirations and needs of 
women and men are equally valued and favoured. 
http://genderequality.ie/en/GE/Pages/WhatisGE 
 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE:. Domestic violence and emotional abuse are behaviors 
used by one person in a relationship to control the other. Partners may be married 
or not married; heterosexual, gay, or lesbian; living together, separated or dating. 
 http://domesticviolence.org/definition/ 
 
HUMAN RIGHTS: Rights inherent to all human beings, regardless of race, sex, 
nationality, ethnicity, language, religion, or any other status. Human rights include 
the right to life and liberty, freedom from slavery and torture, freedom of opinion and 
expression, the right to work and education, and many more.  Everyone is entitled 
to these rights, without discrimination. 
http://www.un.org/en/sections/issues-depth/human-rights/ 
 
DISARMAMENT: the reduction or limitation of the size, equipment, armament, etc.
, of the army, navy, or air force of a country. 
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/disarmament 
 
HACKER:a person who circumvents security and breaks into a network,computer, 
file, etc., usually with malicious intent  
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/hacker 
 
CYBER WEAPONS The definition of cyber warfare and cyber weapons is not as 
clear-cut as it might seem. Distinguishing these attacks from simple cyber crimes is 
essential to define rules of engagements by countries and to establish what should 
be considered a direct act of war against the sovereignty and wellbeing of a state. 
 
1. http://www.cfr.org/terrorism/senate-intelligence-committee-study-central-

intelligence-agencys-detention-interrogation-program/p33919 
 
2. http://www.unwoman.org  
 
3. http://www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Documents/UDHR_Translations/spn.pdf 
 
4. https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-

9&chapter=4&lang=en  
 
5. http://www.un.org/events/women/2002/sit.htm  
 
6. http://www.esglobal.org/la-lista-los-5-peores-lugares-para-ser-mujer/ 
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