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1. Conflict between Israel and Palestine. 
 
2. Iran´s nuclear problem, with the military problem and the constant International 

threats (closing Strait of Hormuz). 
 
3. Syrian external relations Internal problems, Russian support, and the forced 

migration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONTACT E-MAIL:  
 
camilo.delahortua@gcb.edu.co  
 
juan.urbina@gcb.edu.co 
 
 
*: In the present guide, the delegates will receive a basic introduction to the topics, they 
should do a further investigation about them. The committee will decide which topics are 
going to be discussed during committee time. 



Dear delegates, 
 
 
“If you want total security, go to prison. There you´re fed, clothed, given medical care and 
so on. The only thin lacking… is freedom.” 

Dwight D. Eisenhower 
 
It is a great honor for us, the directive chair, to have the great opportunity of guiding you 
in this United Nations Model project; GCBMUN XIV. Before starting, we would like to 
thank you for choosing this year´s Security Council committee and us for your model 
experience. We will do everything in our power to avoid having you regret this decision 
and we want this opportunity to be as fun and commemorative for you, as it has been 
for us. 
 
Before presenting the guide to you, we would like to invite you to take United Nations 
models for what they are, simple role games. You will be representing a country, an 
organization or character; all relevant for the committee’s development. Yes, it is a 
serious activity, but with the adequate disposition it will bring you lots of experience, 
positive outcomes and lots of fun. We hope that you like us and also have the best 
attitude and disposition towards the committee, us and your fellow delegate partners. 
To conclude, we invite you to be just like you are inside the committee. Even if you don’t 
fully share the opinion of the country you are representing, do it in your way. With this 
we don’t mean for you to use your country to share your own personal ideas, but to give 
your touch to the way you express your solutions, arguments and investigation. Develop 
your own and unique style you feel comfortable with and you will conquer the whole 
world. 
 
In this document you will find a brief résumé of the topics that are going to be discussed 
within the committee sessions and the approach we would like you to have towards 
them, giving you some crucial points inside the development of the committee. We would 
like to remind you that our final goal will always be ensuring global peace and security, 
even if this means giving away some facilities your country might have. Peace is a must, 
not a need. With this said, we expect you, delegates, to have a clear and wide knowledge 
about the topic and with this to present an endless amount of new and innovative ideas 
and solutions; also, an excellent management of parliamentary processes and 
document elaboration. If you don´t own these skills yet or have any doubts about it, 
please approach us, we will be more than pleased to help you with any issue you might 
have, at the end that’s the great part of our job. 
 
We hope that the model represents a new point of view for your daily life and might make 
you more objective and critical with your environment. Furthermore, we wish that this 
experience gives you knowledge about the risks of nuclear weapons, political diversity, 
and United Nations history, among others. To conclude, we would like you to continue 
with the process of participation in United Nations models since they are an amazing 
way to broaden your knowledge, develop leadership and oratory activities, and meet 
new people, social contexts, cultures, places and environments different from yours. 
 
 



THE SECURITY COUNCIL 
 

The Security Council is the United Nations' most powerful body, with "primary 
responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and security." Since 1990, 
the Council has dramatically increased its activity and it now meets in nearly 
continuous session. It dispatches military operations, imposes sanctions, mandates 
arms inspections, deploys election monitors and more. 
 
The UN Charter established six main organs of the United Nations, including the 
Security Council. 
 
All members of the United Nations agree to accept and carry out the decisions of the 
Security Council. While other organs of the United Nations make recommendations 
to member states, only the Security Council has the power to make decisions that 
member states are then obligated to implement under the Charter. 
 
The Council is composed of 15 Members: 
Five permanent members: China, France, Russian Federation, the United Kingdom, 
and the United States. 
 
Ten non-permanent members elected for two-year terms by the 
General Assembly (with end of term date): 
• Bolivia (2018) 
• Côte d’Ivoire (2019) 
• Equatorial Guinea (2019) 
• Ethiopia (2018) 
• Kazakhstan (2018) 
• Kuwait (2019) 
• Netherlands (2018) 
• Peru (2019) 
• Poland (2019) 
• Sweden (2018) 
 
 

STATED OBJECTIVES 
 
The establishment of realistic, fair and appropriate solutions where all involved 
parties are in agreement. 
 
Propitiate high levels of creativity and innovation during the solution planning and 
debate sessions. 
 
Delegates show the adequate ideological position taking into account their 
respective country and its respective participation, importance and behavior inside 
the committee. 
 

http://www.cancilleria.gob.bo/ConsejoSeguridad/
https://www.un.int/equatorialguinea/
http://kazakhstanun.com/
http://www.kuwaitmissionun.org/
https://www.permanentrepresentations.nl/permanent-representations/pr-un-new-york
https://www.un.int/peru/
http://nowyjorkonz.msz.gov.pl/en/
http://www.government.se/government-policy/sweden-in-the-un-security-council


Texts and spoken interventions show objectivity, perspicuity and coherence. 
 
Excellent use of parliamentary language, appropriate following of the normativity and 
adequate knowledge about the linked documents.    

 
COMMITTEE´S SPECIAL DYNAMICS 

 
In GCBMUN XV, the Security Council will work with exclusive dynamics that will 
empower the debate exercise and the development of each topic. This are: 
 
Motion to call upon state leaders: 
 
This motion only works when the chair has declared that the committee has entered in 
a crisis state. This motion can be done by the delegate of the involved countries or by a 
bystander delegate who believes that it’s important to call upon the state leaders in order 
to solve the problematics in more efficient way. The whole committee has to vote in this 
decision and it will pass with simple majority.  If the motion is approved, the delegates 
who are representing the five veto powers and the involved countries (delegates must 
specify which ones), will now represent the maximum authorities of their countries. 
When this happens, the affected delegates will be able to speak in first person (as their 
respective character) and can propose solutions with the use of their own resources 
(economical, military etc.).  
 
Black Papers: 
 
This should be sent before the model starts, so that the chair has the opportunity to read 
them. This papers show the intentions that each country has in their interest to solve the 
problematics. This papers´ content will be totally confidential, their purpose is to use 
then as the bases for a crisis. We encourage the delegates to be as “interested” as 
possible in order to have bigger issues in case a crisis enters to the committee. There 
should be one black paper per topic. The delegate who doesn’t submit this papers will 
not be able to apply to the outstanding delegate award nor the best delegate award. 
 
When a crisis is introduced because of the content of a black paper, the chair will 
express that the paper has been filtrated by some government or organization.  
 
The use of this tools doesn’t mean that the classic opening speech and position papers 
won’t be requested. 
 
White papers: 
 
This papers should be sent before the model starts. In this, the delegate can express its 
intentions and guidelines for the topic resolution, also, if requested, this papers can be 
facilitated to other delegates. This with the objective of start generating general 
guidelines to solve the topics. There should be one white paper per topic. The delegate 
who doesn’t submit this papers will not be able to apply to the outstanding delegate 
award nor the best delegate award. 
 
The use of this tools doesn’t mean that the classic opening speech and position papers 
won’t be requested. 



CONFLICT BETWEEN ISRAEL AND PALESTINE: 
 
The political conflict 
between these two 
nations although it 
comes from many 
centuries ago, it really 
started on the early of 
the twentieth century, 
when Jews were 
persecuted through 
Europe and they wanted 
to stablish on their own 
national land which was 
in possession of the 
Muslim and the Arabs.  
 
The Arabs were and are not in agreement with this, due to the fact that they were 
convinced that the land belong to them and the United Nations tried to make a plan 
in which both of the (Jews and Arabs) received an equal part of the land but it failed 
and many of the countries on the territory started a war since 1948 and it became 
more serious on 1967 as it left Israel in control of the West Bank and Gaza Strip, two 
territories home to large Palestine population., finally, they were taken out of some 
part of the territory they were given because many countries considered this as 
unfair. 
 
Lately Israeli troops have been putting pressure on the Palestinian government to 
control their activities, and due to this situation, on Palestine in 2005 a group that is 
Islamic fundamental party, named the Hamas, won the elections and they wish to 
recover the territory that was from them in beginning, even if it is on a violent way. 
Israel controls its coastline and all the entry and exit crossings into Israel. There is 
another crossing point into Egypt. There is no working airport. Because access is so 
restricted, not many goods get into or out of Gaza. Food is allowed in, but aid 
agencies say families are not eating as much meat or fresh vegetables and fruit as 
they used to and there are about 4.65 million of people (from the Palestinian 
population) which are now refugees. 
 
There is a way to solution the problem and it is called the "two-state solution", which 
consists on living Palestine with some territory of Gaza and part of the West Bank, 
leaving the rest of the territory to Israel, or there is one solution, which most of the 
experts consider not to be viable, which is making one big country made up with the 
territory of Palestine and Israel.  
 
Gaza is a place where there is a lot of violence, some cases about this fact are: 
• “In 2008, Israel sent soldiers into Gaza. An estimated 1,300 people, many of them 

civilians, were killed in Gaza before a ceasefire was declared; 13 Israeli soldiers 
also died”. 

https://www.vox.com/cards/israel-palestine/intro 



• “In 2012, at least 167 Palestinians and six Israelis were killed during an Israeli 
operation. After eight days a ceasefire was declared with both sides promising to 
stop attacks”. 

• “Most recently in July 2014, authorities said over 2,200 people were killed - most 
of them Palestinians - and many more injured, during 50 days of violence. A 
ceasefire was agreed between Israel and Hamas on 26 August”. 

 
In 2002 the Prime Minister Sharon authorized the construction of a wall separating 
the territories in order to avoid more conflict and even president George Bush gave 
a speech encouraging Palestine and Israel people to live together in peace. 
 

THROUGHLINES 
 
1. Which other possible solutions could exist for the problem? 
 
2. What are the economic, political and social impacts for the future if the conflict 

continues? 
 
3. What sanctions or helps could be given by the international community to the 

countries involved? 
 
4. What would each country do, if the conflict goes into an international war? 
5. Sources 
 
https://www.merip.org/sites/default/files/Primer_on_Palestine-Israel(MERIP_February2014)final.pdf 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/20436092 
 
https://www.vox.com/cards/israel-palestine/intro 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



IRAN´S NUCLEAR PROBLEM 
 
Since 2003 there was a concern among the international community, about Iran 
building and manufacturing nuclear weapons, when the international law says there 
are a few countries that are allowed to do this, as well as the Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Khamenei affirms that weapons of mass destruction are forbidden by the 
Islam. 
 

Several years after, it has discovered that 
Iran was making a nuclear program, which 
they affirmed was totally peaceful, and the 
countries of the United Nations did not belief 
this claims but they tried to make an 
agreement with the country. In 2015 they 
made a deal to limit their nuclear activities 
and allow in international inspectors in 
return for the lifting of crippling economic 
sanctions. The Iran nation uses uranium as 
the fuel for this program, as well as 
plutonium. United States president Barack 
Obama with the help of the leaders of: 
Russia, France, China, United Kingdom 
and Germany let the agreement JCPOA 
(Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action) that 
with the collaboration of the IAEA , it would 

regulate process of nuclear weapons, for Iran not to make any illegal action on secret 
and also with this agreement Iran agreed to eliminate its stockpile of medium-
enriched uranium, cut its stockpile of low-enriched uranium by 98%, and reduce by 
about two-thirds the number of its gas centrifuges for 13 years. 
 
The agreement on the Iranian nuclear program was signed on July 14, 2015 by Iran 
and the international mediators of the 5 + 1 Group (United Kingdom, China, France, 
Russia, USA and Germany). In exchange for Tehran's commitment not to develop 
or acquire nuclear weapons, Iran disposed of 98% of its enriched uranium and 
maintains the level of enrichment below 5%, which is normally required to ensure 
the operation of nuclear plants for civilian purposes. 
 
It is also important to mention the strait of Hormuz, a strait that 
is between the Persian Gulf and the Oman gulf, being one of 
the most important strategic points to commercialize and 
transportation in the whole continent and Iran’s Vice President: 
Mohammad-Reza Rahimi its threatening to close this passage 
due to the conflict that they are having and even making some 
missiles tests on the territory, making international tension. 
Most of the oil that is produced there passes through the strait 
and closing it, will cause rising prices to countries such as Japan or China. 
 



Some important events through this process were: 
 
• “December 5, 2010 - Ali Akbar Salehi, Iran's atomic chief and acting foreign 

minister, announces that Iran's nuclear program is self-sufficient and that Iran 
has begun producing yellowcake, an intermediate stage in processing uranium.” 

• “November 8, 2011 - The IAEA releases a report saying that it has "serious 
concerns" and "credible" information that Iran may be developing nuclear 
weapons.” 

• “March 8-9, 2016 - Iran test-fires two Qadr ballistic missiles during a large-scale 
military drill, according to Iran's state-run Press TV. US officials say that the tests 
do not violate the nuclear agreement (JCPOA), but are very likely in breach of a 
UN resolution calling on Iran not to undertake ballistic missile activity.” 

 
After Donald Trump has become the president of the United States many things 
have changed in the process, including the fact that Iran launched a medium range 
ballistic missile and although reports state that the test failed, the United states want 
to put sanctions to the organizations that were involved on this process, as well that 
United States is now willing to close any negotiation and withdrawing the JCPAO 
due to the fact that it was considered by the new president, that through all the years 
they had been passive and that was not the actual interest of the United States and 
it may be moving into a violent conflict. 

THROUGHLINES 
 
1. Which other possible solutions could exist for the problem? 
 
2. What are the economic, political and social impacts for the future if the conflict 

continues? 
 
3. What sanctions or helps could be given by the international community to the 

countries involved? 
 
4. What would each country do, if the conflict goes into an international war? 
5. Sources: 
 
https://edition.cnn.com/2013/11/07/world/meast/irans-nuclear-capabilities-fast-facts/index.html 
 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-33521655 
 
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/nuke/R43333.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SYRIAN THREAT TO HUMAN RIGHTS AND MIDDLE EAST 
 
More than 400,000 
have died because of 
the Syrian conflict 
since 2011. The 
Syrian government, 
supported by the 
Russian and the 
Iranian governments 
have repressed the 
Syrian civil 
resistance. In the 
other hand, the 
continuous presence 
of clashing groups (some of them even supported by the US) has given the perfect 
scenario to each one to commit crime in pursue of their goals. Attacks to civilians, 
use of excessive force, use of chemical weapons, use of human shields, landmine 
employment, among others are the irregularities committed inside the Syrian 
territory. Also, external agents are worsening the conflict with arbitrary airstrikes, 
supporting their actions with the fact of fighting back the use of chemical weapons 
by the Syrian government or because of respective believes that Syrian agreements 
with other countries may represent a threat to them. All of this, without taking into 
account the high chance of causing civil causalities.   
 
Use of chemical weapons 
 
In order to understand this subtopic clearly, it is recommended to read the Rome 
statute of the international criminal court and the Geneva conventions of August 12 
of 1949.  
 
Even do, the Syrian government hasn’t given a position to the 1925 Geneva protocol 
(which is the one regarding chemical weapons), the simple use of chemical weapons 
represents the realization of war crimes and a major violation to the universal 
declaration of human rights and this represents a must to the international 
community to intervene in the matter. 
 
It’s important to recall that since 2012 Syria has publicly acknowledged that 
possesses chemical weapons but that it will only use them against what they would 
consider as “external aggression”. It was until December 2012 that the first Syrian 
use of chemical weapons was reported.  
 
The following timeline will show some highlights of Syrian uses of chemical weapons: 
 
March 19, 2013: Alleged chemical weapons attacks were reported in Syria’s two 
main cities, the Khan al-Assel neighborhood of Aleppo and the Damascus suburb of 



al-Atebeh. About 25 people reportedly were killed and dozens more injured. The 
Assad regime claimed that Syrian opposition forces used chemical weapons in the 
fighting there. 
 
March 20, 2013: The Syrian government requested the United Nations conduct an 
investigation of the March 19 attack on Aleppo, claiming that opposition forces used 
chemical weapons and killed 25 people 
 
March 24, 2013: Syrian opposition activists reported that Syrian forces used 
chemical weapons from multiple rocket launchers at the town of Adra, northeast of 
Damascus, alleging two deaths and 23 injuries. Doctors described that the weapons 
used were phosphorus bombs that harm the nervous system and induce imbalance 
and loss of consciousness. 
 
April 26, 2013: President Obama remarked that the United States and the 
international community will work together to gain “strong evidence” of the Assad 
regime’s use of chemical weapons. 
 
August 28, 2013: The United States has concluded that the Assad regime conducted 
chemical weapons attacks against civilians, President Obama said in “PBS 
NewsHour.” Obama said he had not yet made a decision whether to take a military 
action in Syria. 
 
September 9, 2013: Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov announced a Russian 
proposition whereby Syria would agree to place its chemical weapons under 
international control and dismantle them and the United States would agree not to 
conduct a military strike on the country. Prior to the Russian announcement, 
Secretary of State Kerry, speaking in the United Kingdom, suggested that if the 
Assad regime turned over all of its chemical weapons to the international community 
"without delay", a military strike could be averted. Speaking to media outlets after 
Secretary Kerry, President Barack Obama said that the United States would 
consider the plan. 
 
September 10, 2013: Syrian Foreign Minister Walid al-Moallem said that the Assad 
regime welcomed discussion on Russia's plan to give up Syria's chemical weapons 
and join the Chemical Weapons Convention. President Barack Obama, French 
President Francois Hollande, and British Prime Minister David Cameron discussed 
how to implement the plan through the UN Security Council, with France beginning 
to draft a resolution based on the Russian proposal, but with stipulations that force 
be authorized if Assad fails to implement the provisions of the resolution. 
 
September 12, 2013: The Assad regime sent a letter to the United Nations Secretary 
General which said that Assad signed a legislative decree providing the accession 
of Syria to the Chemical Weapons Convention. In the letter, Assad said Syria would 
observe its CWC obligations immediately, as opposed to 30 days from the date of 
accession, as stipulated in the treaty. 
 



September 27, 2013: The Executive Council of the OPCW adopted a timeline for 
destroying Syria's chemical weapons. Hours later, the United Nations Security 
Council unanimously voted to adopt a resolution that endorses the OPCW timeline 
for destroying Syria’s chemical weapons arsenal. The Security Council Resolution 
says that the body will impose measures under Chapter VII of its charter if Syria 
does not comply with the resolution, or uses or authorizes the transfer of any 
chemical agents. 
 
Russian solution seemed to end the issue and that everything would work as 
planned. With some issues, the deal was being done and everything until 2017. 
 
April 4, 2017: Chemical weapons were used in an attack that killed dozens of people 
in Syria's northern Idlib province. Initial reports suggest the attack used sarin gas, a 
nerve agent. The attack is believed to have been perpetrated by the Syrian 
government, due to the type of aircraft in the area at the time. The OPCW announced 
that it is investigating the reports. Syria denied it was responsible.  
 
April 5, 2017: The UN Security Council called an emergency meeting to discuss the 
chemical weapons attack in Idlib.  
 
April 6, 2017: The United States used Tomahawk cruise missiles to target an air 
base in Syria. The Assad regime is believed to have conducted the April 4 chemical 
weapons attack from that base.   
 
Followed by this, lots of tensions and unsuccessful work done inside the Security 
Council. The OPCW is still investigating in order to make clear this problematic. 
 

THROUGHLINES 
 
1. Which side does your country support, the Syrian government or the rebel 

groups? Why? 
 
2. What has your country stated of the unilateral actions taken on the matter? 
 
3. Is your country submitted in the 1925 Geneva protocol? 
 
4. Other than sanctions, what has your country proposed to cease the matter? 
 

SOURCES 
 
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2018/country-chapters/syria 
 
https://www.jurist.org/news/2017/09/un-rights-commission-despite-some-de-escalation-in-syria-
human-rights-violations-continue/ 
 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-39426162 
 
https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/Timeline-of-Syrian-Chemical-Weapons-Activity 

https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2018/country-chapters/syria
https://www.jurist.org/news/2017/09/un-rights-commission-despite-some-de-escalation-in-syria-human-rights-violations-continue/
https://www.jurist.org/news/2017/09/un-rights-commission-despite-some-de-escalation-in-syria-human-rights-violations-continue/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-39426162
https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/Timeline-of-Syrian-Chemical-Weapons-Activity


 
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/v1_rul_rule74 
 
http://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/war-crimes.html 
 
http://www.nti.org/media/pdfs/genev.pdf 
 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Documents/UDHR_Translations/eng.pdf 
 

https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/v1_rul_rule74

